
n the corner of 12th and Harrison and along the perimeter of the Oakland Museum of California, 

nesting herons and egrets make a home among 10 large ficus trees. Unfortunately for many of 

these birds, the streets below spell danger. “The rookery in downtown Oakland is not a very healthy place 

for these birds to be nesting, as there is nowhere for their chicks to make the next steps into adulthood,” 

said Rebecca Duerr, Director of Research and Veterinary Science at International Bird Rescue. 

O

CONTINUED on page 3

From the trees to the street to saFety: 

a heron and egret story

by ryan nakano

Black-crowned Night Herons.
Cheryl Reynolds
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Sandhill Cranes.

springing into action
by glenn phillips, executive director

think of spring as planting time. Here 

in the Bay Area, however, it’s best to 

plant in the fall, so plants can take advan-

tage of seasonal rains. I took Golden Gate 

Audubon’s advice and planted many selec-

tions from our Plants for Birds program 

in October, after the first rain. While my 

spring-flowering currant won’t bloom until 

next year, I expect the buckwheat and Cali-

fornia fuchsia will bloom later this year, 

attracting sparrows and hummingbirds, 

respectively.

Spring is also the best time to see gar-

dens and make plans for the fall, so I’m 

thrilled that Golden Gate Audubon is sup-

porting Kathy Kramer’s Bringing Back the 

Natives Garden Tours. These tours are 

a spectacular way to see how beautiful 

gardens can be when they support local 

ecological processes. 

In addition to the native garden tours, 

this time of year also marks the start of 

Golden Gate Audubon’s annual Birdathon. 

While most of our birding field trips over the 

year are free, during this time, we charge 

program fees for our Birding Adventure 

Trips. The program fees support our edu-

cational and conservation efforts, enabling 

us to offer free educational programs to 

Title I schools in Oakland, Richmond and 

San Francisco and habitat restoration work 

around the Bay.  No matter what you do, be 

sure to take time to reconnect with birds 

and your community this spring.

i

Vehicle Donation for Eco-Ed 

After four years using Carol 

Lewis’ generously donated 

2004 Volkswagon Jetta, the 

Eco-Ed program is in need 

of a vehicle in good working 

condition to transport supplies 

to and from schools and field trip 

destinations. Any and all leads 

are appreciated. 

Local Osprey Rosie 

Returns

In February, local Osprey 

Rosie returned to the Whirley 

Crane nest to join Richmond. 

Rosie and Richmond are 

now deep into building up 

their nest even as nest debris 

erodes and ravens steal their 

sticks. 

Diane Ross-Leech on  

NAS Board 

A former board president 

for GGAS, Diane Ross-

Leech was recently added 

as a National Audubon 

Society Board Member. 

Leech retired as Director 

of Environmental Policy for 

PG&E in 2018. 

Loggerhead Shrike is among the birds found at Tesla Park.

Anna’s Hummingbird.
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HERON AND EGRET from page 1

“Consequently, they (chicks) often fledge 

into the street and either starve or get hit by 

cars. Sometimes they land badly and frac-

ture bones.”

In January, the Oakland Zoo put out a call, 

offering four part-time positions responsible 

for rescuing these birds. Reinstating rescue 

efforts through a new three-year program, 

the Oakland Zoo is now taking the lead in 

protecting fledgling Black-crowned Night 

Herons and Snowy Egrets from unsafe liv-

ing conditions in downtown Oakland. 

“One of the big pieces is just being out 

there searching for birds, because by the 

time people call, most birds have been on 

the ground for a while facing the hazards 

of cars, dogs and people,” Colleen Kinzley, 

Oakland Zoo Vice President of Animal Care 

Conservation and Research, said.

Ever since they were spotted breeding 

downtown in 2010, these birds have faced 

the inherent dangers of nesting in an urban 

environment.

In 2015, in response to tree trimmers 

knocking down several active nests, Golden 

Gate Audubon, the Oakland Zoo and the 

International Bird Rescue formed a partner-

ship to rescue threatened herons and egrets 

in downtown Oakland. 

In 2017, a group of developers removed 

and pruned back many of the trees that 

were once used as nesting sites. During this 

process wildlife ecologists tried to relocate 

the nests to Lake Merritt in hopes that the 

herons and egrets would follow. After an 

unsuccessful season of relocation, the city 

decided to end monitoring and relocation 

attempts. 

With no permanent solutions, Black-

crowend Night Herons and Snowy Egret 

fledglings continue to end up on the street, 

making this latest effort by the Oakland 

Zoo an essential animal welfare project.

Using foldable cardboard pet carriers, 

trained staff will work together to secure 

and immediately transport birds to the 

Oakland Zoo to be assessed by a veterinary 

team. Rescued birds will then be taken to 

the International Bird Rescue on a daily 

basis if necessary. 

“Chicks are often starving, cold, and 

anemic at arrival so (they) require a lot 

of care for the first several days,” Duerr 

explained. “Once they are feeling better 

and eating they have bottomless stom-

achs and can eat about half their body 

weight in fish each day. So we go through a 

whole lot of fish, plus vitamin and calcium 

supplements.”

After rehabilitation, the birds will be 

released back into more suitable habitats, 

often in Santa Rosa and Alameda. 

While the search and rescue operation 

for these birds is the primary aim for the 

Heron and Egret Rescue program, it’s not 

the only objective.

“What does it take to coexist with wild-

life?” Kinzley, who created the program, 

asked. “Picking up birds every summer for 

three years is not the answer, we need to 

come up with something that’s good for 

birds and for people,” 

Kinzley hopes the program will generate 

more discussion around long-term solu-

tions. Oakland Zoo staff are in the process 

of creating flyers and postcards to help edu-

cate the public on the importance of habitat 

restoration as well as instructions for resi-

dents who happen to come across fledglings 

on the streets of downtown Oakland. 

“If you find a young bird, put it in an 

appropriate sized box,  leave it in a warm 

spot and we’ll come find it,” Kinzley said.  

Interested in getting involved? The Oak-

land Zoo is looking for volunteers to assist 

the Heron and Egret Rescue project staff 

for various shifts throughout the day. Con-

tact ozvolserv@oaklandzoo.org for more 

information.

FEATURES

Chicks are often starving, cold, and anemic at arrival so they 

require a lot of care for the first several days. Once they are 

feeling better they can eat about half their body weight daily.

Egret release.

Black-crowned Night Heron.
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FEATURES

UPCOMING EVENTS

Birdathon Auction 

Starting in May, you can start bidding on 

amazing one-of-a-kind birding experiences and 

gear. From a new pair of Kowa Binoculars to a 

private plane ride where you can bird from the 

air, the Birdathon Auction has something for 

everyone. Check the Golden Gate Audubon 

website for more information. 

City Nature Challenge 

Celebrate the incredible city streets and natural 

spaces of the Bay by taking part in the 2022 City 

Nature Challenge. Using the app iNaturalist to 

track your observations of plants, animals and 

fungi between April 29 and May 2nd, you can 

contribute important data during one of the 

world’s largest community science events.

Earth Day 

Join us to celebrate Earth Day on Saturday,  

April 16 at the Oakland Zoo. Golden Gate 

Audubon along with several other conservation 

organizations will be participating in this 

family-friendly event. Don’t miss out on this 

wonderful opportunity to have fun learning 

about and protecting our planet.
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Snow and Ross’s Geese.

n 2020, Portland Audubon reported a 

record botulism bloom that killed over 

60,000 waterfowl in the Lower Klamath 

Basin. Just last year the entire West Coast 

saw the worst ever salmonella outbreak. 

Diseases, as we are all well aware, spread 

quickly when individuals are physically close 

to one another. Unless the drought relents, 

2022 could see another season of rampant 

disease in California waterfowl.

“It is anyone’s guess right now what water 

availability will be for wetland management 

in the fall,” said Melanie Weaver, waterfowl 

coordinator for the Department of Fish and 

Wildlife. “With drought causing reduced 

habitat, that will increase the risk of disease.”

Wetlands all over the state have been in 

dire straits for a long time. According to a 

2021 study in The Wildlife Society, Califor-

nia leads the nation in wetland losses at 91 

percent. The severe effects of habitat neglect 

are already being felt in Northern California. 

“If you get the right combination of tem-

perature and low water conditions, botulism 

can rear its ugly head,” said Mark Hennelly, 

vice president of advocacy for the California 

Waterfowl Association. “The more water you 

have out in the system, the less of a problem 

those diseases are.”

The Lower Klamath National Wildlife 

Refuge (LKNWR), a saddle-shaped wetland 

on the back of California, is a prime example. 

Despite 100,000-acre capacity, the LKNWR 

is often last in line for annual water alloca-

tions and received zero water in 2021.

“In the last 20 years, water problems have 

really curtailed the amount of waterfowl 

habitat, which has unfortunately had a sig-

nificant impact on waterfowl populations,” 

said Hennelly.

If the Klamath Basin is any indicator for 

how habitat management curbs disease, 

then it may portend serious trouble for Bay 

Area birds.

While government entities have been 

fighting to reclaim and preserve land to ben-

efit our native ecosystems, the best places 

for many birds to stop along the Flyway are 

not public lands.

“While the Department and the US 

Fish and Wildlife Service own and manage 

public areas that are wetlands, most of the 

habitat that our waterfowl depend on is pri-

vately owned, wildlife friendly agricultural 

habitat Loss causes preternaturaL disease 
outbreak in birds

by margaret hetherwick  
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lands, such as rice in the Sacramento Valley 

and duck clubs.” said Melanie Weaver. 

The relationship between conservation 

groups and landowners with wetland access 

is largely mutually beneficial. However, reg-

ulation of the land is at the discretion of the 

landowner, so any management strategies 

that help prevent disease must also benefit 

the land’s human use.

Until the refuges receive their due, Cali-

fornia’s birds need our help. Encouraging an 

ecosystem to rely on human interference is 

not ideal, but Mark Hennelly says that the 

state of our habitats demands more support 

than a hands-off approach.

“If you want to try to restore what was 

once there and the health of the Flyway, 

you’re going to take care of the water prob-

lems that are on the refuges,” said Hennelly. 

https://audubonportland.org/blog/preparing-for-a-botulism-outbreak-on-the-klamath/
https://audubonportland.org/blog/preparing-for-a-botulism-outbreak-on-the-klamath/
https://audubonportland.org/blog/preparing-for-a-botulism-outbreak-on-the-klamath/
https://abc7news.com/songbirds-salmonella-outbreak-bird-feeders-take-feeder-down/10411174/
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.22133
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.22133
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BAY AREA HOTSPOT

an Francisco is sprinkled with small parks ideal 

for birders on a time budget. One of my favorites 

is Corona Hill. 

A lone outcrop on the northeast flank of the San 

Miguel Hills, this spot was once the site of a brick fac-

tory at the turn of the 20th century.  Brickmakers used 

dynamite to rip the hill apart, extracting symmetrical 

layers of chert, a fine-grained sedimentary rock that 

makes up much of the bedrock in this part of San Fran-

cisco. As the city rushed to develop the last remnant 

scraps of open space at the end of the 1940s, parks 

superintendent Josephine Randall envisioned a public 

destination on top of this hill. The result was a park and 

museum juxtaposed against residential neighborhoods 

already sprawled across most other peaks of the growing 

city. Today 100,000 people visit Corona Heights Park 

and the Randall Museum each year.

When the weather heats up, big numbers of Violet-

green Swallows, Vaux’s Swifts, and in some years, 

Band-tailed Pigeons and Pine Siskins move through the 

Central California Coast. Over twenty species of raptors 

have been noted passing the hill in the past 15 years. 

The bulk of these are turkey vultures, accipiters and red-

tails but rarer species like kites, harriers, and kestrels 

pass over regularly when conditions are prime. Depend-

ing on the strength of the east winds the previous night, 

skeins of White-fronts or Cackling geese may pass over 

into midday as they redirect back to the valley. The hot 

east wind days can also blow in surprises like Lewis’s 

Woodpecker, Rock Wren and Townsend’s Solitaire.

As the seasons pass into winter, birding Corona Hill 

slows down considerably. However, Northern Saw-whet 

Owl and Burrowing Owl have both shown up in late 

fall/early winter. All the expected western migrants pass 

through in April and May, with species like Lazuli Bun-

ting and Ash-throated Flycatcher being especially well 

represented. 

Because of its earlier history as a quarry, com-

bined with the thousands of annual visitors, the site is 

extremely delicate to disturbance. The bird habitat; a 

mixture of restored chaparral, oak savanna, grassland, 

naturalized conifers and exotic eucalyptus is scattered 

across a mere 16 acres, and a sizeable portion of that 

open space includes, tennis and basketball courts, a dog 

run, a playground and three lawns.

In addition the park is dry, with no permanent water 

source outside of a couple of ephemeral springs, limiting 

the number of birds that make this a permanent home. 

However, even with these limitations, it’s a great place to 

build up a good list on a day when things are on the move. 

Corona Heights Park in San Francisco. 

birding corona hiLL: 
birding hotspot 

by dominik mosur 

LOCATION

Roosevelt and 

Museum Way

San Francisco

The hot 

east wind 

days can 

also blow in 

surprises.

s

Have a favorite birding site you’d like to share? Contact rnakano@goldengateaudubon.org.

mailto:rnakano@goldengateaudubon.org
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“catios” protect 
cats, birds and 
WiLdLiFe 
cynthia chomos

Catios, outdoor cat enclo-

sures, keep cats safe, 

healthy, and happy while 

protecting birds and wild-

life. Cynthia Chomos, catio 

designer and founder of 

Catio Spaces, will share the 

many ways you can create a 

visually appealing catio for 

your home and garden. Learn location considerations, building tips, 

resources, and get inspired to create a catio both you and your cat 

will enjoy!

Cynthia Chomos is passionate about design, nature, and cats. As 

the “go-to” catio expert and founder of Catio Spaces, she helps solve 

the indoor/outdoor cat dilemma to keep cats, birds, and wildlife 

safe while enjoying the enrichment of the outdoors. 

The widespread belief that 

most birds have little sense 

of smell is a myth. Birds can 

produce complex scent sig-

nals that communicate with 

other birds and also play a 

role in foraging and naviga-

tion. Danielle’s research has 

uncovered how birds pro-

duce scents.  Come learn why cowbirds smell like cookies, and why 

Crested Auklet colonies have a tangerine scent.

Danielle J. Whittaker is an evolutionary biologist and the manag-

ing director of the Center for Oldest Ice Exploration (COLDEX) at 

Oregon State University. Whittaker was previously managing direc-

tor of the BEACON Center for the Study of Evolution in Action at 

Michigan State University.

John C. Robinson uses his 

own personal and trans-

formational experiences to 

explain the multiple ways 

that inner city and minor-

ity youth and young adults 

can discover and appreciate 

nature through bird-watch-

ing. This presentation will 

focus on the barriers (and 

opportunities) to reaching a wider, more diverse audience to spread 

the message that “birding is for everyone.”

John C. Robinson is an African American professional ornitholo-

gist, an environmental consultant, a leader of birding and natural 

history tours, author and speaker. He holds a B.S. degree in Biol-

ogy from Iowa State University and has published six books about 

nature and birds. For over 20 years, John has been an advocate for 

minorities in birdwatching. He is the author of Birding is for Every-

one: Encouraging People of Color to Become Birdwatchers (2008).

In the evergreen forest of 

the Pacific Northwest, two 

species of wood warbler 

that hybridize are on the 

brink of forming a new spe-

cies. Leveraging genomic 

sequencing, field behavior 

experiment, climate and 

color pigment analyses, we 

have uncovered the evo-

lutionary genetic basis of speciation in these very precious wood 

warbler species. Wang will also discuss why we should treasure 

existing wildlife species, as speciation is a reversible and treacher-

ous process. 

Born in China, Wang immigrated to Canada to study integrative 

biology. Wang earned her PhD at University of British Columbia, 

specializing  in bird speciation. A Canadian with a globalist heart, 

Wang wishes for a harmonious biosphere for all lifeforms (including 

humans). In her spare time, she paints wildlife, dances, and enjoys 

outdoor sports. Visit her website at https://www.silurianwang.net.

ONLINE

Thursday, April 21

7 p.m. program

Zoom

the secret 
perFume oF birds
danielle whittaker

birding is For 
everyone 
john c. robinson

hoW do neW bird 
species arise?
silu wang

Thursday, May 19

7 p.m. program

Zoom

Thursday, June 2

7 p.m. program

Zoom

Thursday June 16

7 p.m. program

Zoom

ONLINE

ONLINE

ONLINE

Haven Catio by Catio Spaces. 

Our monthly Speaker Series is now online!  

To receive email alerts with links to each Zoom presentation, 

email us at mturner@goldengateaudubon.org and put 

“speaker series” in the subject line.

SPEAKER SERIES
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Hermit Warbler.

John C. Robinson with students.
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Cowbirds and Wilson’s Warbler. 

https://www.silurianwang.net


DONATIONS

Please know that we work hard to ensure the 

accuracy of this list. If your name has been omitted 

or misspelled, let us know at 510.843.2222.
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Thank you for being part of our donor and member community.
We are deeply appreciative of every individual, business, and organization who 

supports Golden Gate Audubon. In this issue we recognize all of our donors who gave 

during our Annual Appeal and all of our major donors from the past year.

Major Donors

$10,000 and above
Carol Baird and Alan Harper
University of California 

Berkeley Chancellor’s 
Community Partnership 
Fund

University of California, San 
Francisco

National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation

National Audubon Society
Karen Rosenbaum and Bob 

McClinton
Salesforce Foundation
Eric Schroeder and Susan 

Palo

$5,000 to $9,999
Mary Betlach
East Bay Community 

Foundation
Anne Fernald
Flora Foundation
Homecoming Capital
Kathryn Jordan
Ardeen Russell-Quinn

$2,000 to $4,999
Conservation Society of 

California, Oakland Zoo
Dan Eisenstein
East Bay Community 

Foundation
Bob Hallet
Josh Jensen
Pat Kirkpatrick and Sid 

Wolinsky
Miles and Mel McKey
Suan McWhorter
John Nelson
Regina Phelps
Helen McKenna and Allan 

Ridley
Jacqueline Smalley
Elizabeth Sojourner
Geraldine Young
Worldwide Small Change 

Foundation

$1,000 to $1,999
Susan Acquistapace
Mathew Agrell
Regina Anavy
Mary Anderson
Anne Ardillo
Chris and Gary Bard
Douglas Booth and Margaret 

Simpson
Andrea Burhoe
Teresa Burns
Caryl Carr
Jean Conner
Susan Consey
George and Thersa Cotsirilos 

Merced Foundaton
Phil Cotty
Emergency Management 

and Safety Solutions 
Katherine Erickson
Marjory Fletcher
Jane Freeman
Pat Greene
Dwight L. Johnson
Barbara Keck
Marilyn Kesco
Sally Kipper
Mary Kleinhenz

Annual Appeal 

Donors
Golden Gate Audubon 

gratefully acknowledges 

the annual appeal gifts 

from the following 

generous donors:

Jeff Moroso & Jane 
A’Hearn, Karen Ackerman, 
Anne M. Adelmann, 
Advanced Building 
Solutions, Elizabeth 
Ainslie, Manuela 
Albuquerque, Barbara 
and Carlo Alesandrini, 
Sarah Allday, Aida 
Anderson, Judith Ann Van 
Austen, Barbara Antle, 
Anne Ardillo, Constance 
Armitage, David Arrick, 
Alan Ashbaugh, Mark 
Ashby, David Assmann, 
William Atkins, Beverly 
Austin, David S. Ayres, 
Elizabeth Azinheira, Amy 
Bach, John Thomas 
Bacon, Katherine Bairey, 
Cathy Baker, Van Baldwin, 
Marilyn Bancel, Beverly J. 
Barletta, Dr Evelyn F 
Barlow, Linda Barrett, 
James Barse, Ellen Barth, 
Carol Baxter, Valerie 
Behrendt, Barry Benioff, 
Rhonda Bennon, Connie 
Berkeley, Isabel 
Berkelhammer, Barbara 
and Ken Berniker, Nancy 
Berry, Marjorie Blackwell, 
Elinor R. Blake, Robert C 
Blomberg, Marion 
Blumberg, Janice J 
Bohman, Judith 
Bojorquez, Diane 
Bonanno, Denah S. 
Bookstein, Claire and Bill 
Bove, John Bowers, 
Barbara Boyle, Marion 
Brackett, Beth Branthaver, 
David G. Brazil, Martha 
Breed, Russell and Ellen 
Breslauer, Janice Bressler, 

Liz and Larry Kuo
Lehigh Hanson West
Robert Lewis
Jenny Linton
March Conservation Fund
Kent Lee McDonald
Ernest McNabb
Mara K Melandry
Meriama Fund
Thaddeus Mully
Audre W. Newman
Denny Parker
Marjorie Powell
Margaret and Vic Quattrin
Leslie Rose
Dan Roth
Deborah Hurst Senter
Tan Suwannukul
Ruth Tobey
Sandra Tsui
Liz Varnhagen
Hamilton Zanze Real Estate

Christine Brigagliano, Pam Brigg McKown, Bruce Brill, 
Alfred P Crofts & Robert A. Brokl, Elizabeth Brown, Emma 
C Brown, June Browne, Thomas Brumfield, Lydia Bruno, 
Crystal Brunzell, Nancy Buell, Henrietta Buescher, 
Maureen Buick, Deborah E Bullock, James M. Bullock, 
Mary Butterwick, Lorna L. Byrne, Anne Cahill Hansen, 
Eugenia and Peter Caldwell, Robert Callwell, Lewis 
Campbell, Richard Caplin, Virginia L. Carder, Charlie 
Cardillo, Elaine M. Caret, Chris Carmichael, Cynthia 
Carmichael, Marlies D. Carmody, Annie Carpenter, Mary 
Carrigan, Kathryn Carroll, Andrew Cedarblade, Rich 
Chamers, Radha Chandra, Valerie Charlton Char, Brion R. 
Charles, Toni Childress, Graham Chisholm, Carol Christ, 
Gail Clark, Julie Clark, James Clarke, Courtney Clarkson & 
Roy Leggitt, Katie B Clevenger, Inger M Coble, Tazuko 
Coffee, Patricia Coffey, John Colbert, Glena Coleman, Neil 
Collier, Paulette Collins, Thomas Colton, Christopher 
Conner, Eve Conner, Jennie Cook, Karin Cooke, Robert 
Coon, Sharon Corkin, John N Corlett, Susan Cossins, 
Robert Craft, Laurie Craise, Ann Cross, James Cunradi, 
Cira M. Curri, Nancy Cutforth, Suzanne D’Arcy, Michael 
DAloisio, Allison Dang, Cicely Daniels, Sylvia Darr, Amelia 
Davenport, Barbara G. Davis, Judith W. Davis, Karla 
Dayton, Mario & Barbara De Pinto, Barbara Dean, Ilana 
DeBare and Sam Schuchat, Peter Delacorte, Penelope 
Deleray, Samuel Denton, Frank DeRosa & Janice 
Roudebush, Nel Benningshof & Nicholas Despota, Amy 
Dickie, John Diller, Patricia DiLuzio, Kathleen Disney 
Nilson, Tim Ditzler, William Dodge, Doug Donaldson, 
Eleanor Dunn, James DuPont, Christine Durieux, Katherine 
Dustin, Donald Dvorak, William R Dvorak, Linda L Eby, 
Susan Edelsberg, Blake Edgar, Catherine Elliott, Melinda 
Ellis Evers, Natalee Ernstrom, Gordon Benner and Andrea 
Faber, Grace H. Fawcett, Nancy Fee, Marsha Feinland, 
Lewis J. Feldman, Jeffrey Fell, Roland Feller, Bobbi 
Feyerabend, Robert Firehock, Brian Fitch, Judith 
Fitzpatrick, Monica J. Fletcher & Stephen C. Evans, 
Feather Flores, Jon Florey, Andrew Folta, Linda T Fries, 
Dianne Fristrom, Gordon Fulton, Sally Galway, Patricia M 
Gannon, Ben Garcia, Toni Garrett, Angie Geiger, Clara 
Gerdes, Sandy Gess, Sandy Gess, Andrew Getz, Mark 
Whitney Gilkey, Valerie Glass, Christa Goldblatt, Suzi 
Goldmacher, Viola Gonzales & Penn Hughes, Polly Gorin, 
Pauline Grant, Barbara Gray, Jeffrey Gray, Ken Greenberg, 
Pat Greene, Anne C. Gregan-Ver, Iris & David Gregoire, 
David Gregory, Kay S. Greisen, David Grewal, Mick Griffin, 
John Grossberg, Margaret S. Grosse, Whitney Grover, 
Karen Guasco, Lee Guion, Bob Guletz, Vicki Gutgesell, 
Rhoda Haberman, Eizabeth Alexandra Hahn, Karen Hall, 
Cricket Halsey, Amanda M. Hamilton, Paula J Hamilton, 
Susan Hampton, Charlotte Harbeson, Grace E. Hardie, 
Charles Hargrove, Jim W Hargrove, Michael Harrington, 
Deborah Harris, Elizabeth Hartog, David Hecht, Tamra 
Hege, William F Hein, Pam Hemphill, Arnold Clayton 
Henderson, Paul Henning, Carol Henry, Bruce Herbold, 
James Herre, Taylor Hesselgrave, Robert Hiatt, Carolyn D 
Higgins, Donald Hillebrandt, Susan Hillyard, Sarah 
Wadsworth Hinds, Jan Hintermeister, Judy Hnilo, Henry S. 
Ho-Wong, Kate Hoffman, Norah Holmgren, Patricia 
Hoppe, Horizons Foundation, Richard Horrigan, Leonard 
Horwitz, Wilma Horwitz, Connie Hosemann, Gustavo 
Houghton, Joy Howard, Robert Hrubes, Wen Hsu, Patricia 
Hudson, Don Hughes, Beth Huning, Jennifer Hunt, Sylvia L 
Hurdle, Kathleen Hurley, Helen & Lee Hutchison-Aurich, 
Bob Huttar, Marcia Hyman, Jane Hyun, Diane Ichiyasu, 
Dale Ikeda, Michael and Vickie Ina, Patricia Itamoto, Glenn 
H Itano, Margaret Janosch, Meri Jaye, Simon Jeffery, Sara 
Johns, John H Johnson, Jr, William Edward Johnston, 
Kleyton Jones, Lorian G. Jones & Albert Buchanan, 
Margaret Jones, Carolyn Jones-Weinberger, Kathryn 
Jordan, Jen Kaczor, Sumana Kaipa, Dorothy Kakimoto, 
Mary Kanemoto, Elizabeth Kanwit, Dorothy T. Kaplan, 
Sarah Kaplan, Marie & Alec Karp, Karen Karten, Naomi 
Kaye, James Keefe, Anne K Kelley, Florence Kelly, Gregory 
Kelly, Judy Kerr, Alison C Keye, Benilda T Kiewek, Melani 
King, Meredith Jane Klein, Nano Visser Klein, Diane M. 
Kloc, John J Klopacz, Jari Kludt, June Kodani, Robert 
Kossler, Robyn Krieger, Jennie Kwok, Jack Ladd, Fran Lai, 
Rena Lambert, Susan Lambert, Jane A Lamph, Heinz 

Lankford, Mark Le Gros and Carolyn Larabell, Robert 
Lawrence, Lynn Lazarus, Nancy Leahy, Christopher Lee, 
John K Lee, Peggy Lemaux, Amanita Lemon, Blaine Devine 
& Nancy Lemon, Barry Lesch, Dennis Osborn Leuer, Allison 
Levin, Mark Levinson & Mary Jane Large, Sally Levinson, 
Sandy Linder, Steve Linsley, Mark Lipman, Patricia Lis, Pattie 
Litton & Henry Ralston, Dan Loeb, David Loeb, Randi Long, 
William Long, Barbara D Loomis, Dino Lucas, Diane Luders, 
Melanie P. Lutz, Frawley J Lynch, Bret Lyon, Linda S Lyons, 
Lynn Macdonald, Christiana Macfarlane, Steven Weissman 
& Laura Mahanes, Aaron Maizlish, Marny Leslie & Keith 
Mallonee, Johanna Mandel, Kevin Mann, Susan C. Mann, 
Sarah Mannell, June Marinoff, Lupe Mariscal, Esther Marks, 
Robert R Martin, Bruce Mast, Suzanne Masuret, Marsha 
Mather-Thrift, John Maull, Susan McCarthy, Kerry 
McDaniel, Jean McDonagh, Maggie McElroy, Virginia 
McGaraghan, Tess McGuire, Bruce J McGurk, Rebecca 
McKee, Karen A McLellan, Tom McManus, Mary McNamara, 
Patrick Meeker, Joseph Megan, Colleen Meier, Faith 
Steinberg Meltzer, Mona Mena, Suzanne Meyer, Jaime 
Michaels, Jennifer Miko, Susan Monson, Tim Montgomery, 
Witt Monts, J T Morcom, Sharon Morris, Anne Morton, 
Doris Mosler, Jacqueline Mucha, Alden Mudge, Camille 
Mulligan, Sharon Muneno, John Murnane, Daniel Murphy, 
Ann Myers, John Nagle, Karen Naifeh, Marilyn Nasatir, 
Jennifer & Richard Navarrete, Louise Neal, Jessica 
Nisenbaum, Charlotte Nolan, Linda C Nowell, Natalie 
Nussbaum, Bruce Nye, Bart O’Brien, David O’brien, 
Beatrice O’Keefe, Brian O’Laughlin, Marita O’Reilly, Susan F 
Ohanian, Jeanette Oliver, Madeline Ono, Barbara Oseroff, 
Patrick Owens, John Palo & Heidi Rackley, Angus 
MacDonald Parker, Steven W Parnes, Ann Parris, Chris 
Parry, Stephen S. Pearce, Rachel Peterson, George Peyton, 
Juergen Pfaff, Jean Pfann, Diane Piagneri, Beth Piatnitza, 
Carol Pierman, Renee Polizotto, Mary Judith Pollock, Gerri 
Popper, James Post, Hilary Powers, Jay J. Price, Elizabeth 
Pulling, Madhav Puri, Nadine Quan, Corey Raffel, Maryann 
Rainey, Marjorie Randolph, Richard Raushenbush, Carolyn J 
Reese, Joyce Renaker, Michael Reyes, Judy Reynolds, David 
Rice, Amy Richey, Dan J. Richman, Elizabeth J Rider, Bev 
Riehm, Felix Rigau, Fred L Rinne, Stanley R Rinne, Krehe 
Ritter, Mary Roach, William Robbins, Nancy Roberts, 
Michael Rodevich, Mark Roh, Dennis Romano, Diane Ross-
Leech, Dan Roth, Jean Rowan, Anne B. Rowe, Margaret 
Rowlands, James Rozzelle, Helen Rubardt, Mark and Beth 
Ruben, Robert Rudeen, Carla Rugeroni, Josh Rupright, 
Laura Russell, Marcia Russell, Erica Rutherford, Carol 
Sampson, Patti Sanford, Elena Saxonhouse, Russell Scalf, 
Michele Schaal, John J Schenone, Christina Schneck, Alice 
Schofield, Adele Schwarz, Michael Farrell Scott, Elaine M 
Sedlack, James Seff, Sara Segal, Bruce Seidel, Karen 
Shapiro, Carla J Shapreau, Francie Shaw & Bob Perelman, 
Linda Shehabi, Sonia Sherard Braa, Edward A. Sickles, Judi 
Sierra, Edith Simonson, Gloria Sims, Ellen Sirbu, Ellen Slack, 
Genevieve Smith, Nancy E Smith, Robert S. Smith, 
Aleksandra Smolyanskaya, Helene Sobol, Abdi Soltani & 
Grace Kong, Gail Sorrough, Sylvia Lea Spears, Richard 
Speiglman, Richard M Spickard, Kathy Sprague, William 
Springer, Joan Sprinson, Malcolm Sproul, Michael Stevens 
& Deborah Brown, Erica Stone, Gretchen Stone, Madelyn 
Stone, Lynn Strandberg, Emilie Strauss, Chris Stromsness, 
Carla Cicero Studley, Jan Sutcher, Mary Sutton, Sylvia 
Sykora & Robert Meyers, Lucile J. Taber, Mary Takemoto, 
Chris Tarp, Delia Taylor, Kathleen E Taylor, Patrice Anderson 
Teacher, Jean Thomas, Cheryl Thompson, Britt Thorsnes, 
Jane Thrush, Nadya Tichman, JoAnne Tillemans, Timothy 
Tomlin, Connie Torii, Susan P. Towle, Michael Travis, Jane 
Tripi, Deborah W. Trotter, Richard George Turner, Elizabeth 
Tyler, John Tysell, John F Ungar, Margarette Untawale, 
Thomas Vandemark, Kevan Vander Wahl, Linda Vida, Vicki 
M. Villata, Cynthia Walker, Yiwei Wang, Michael Ward, Mary 
Watson, Ryan Watson, Audrey Webb, Wendy Weikel, Eric 
Welch, Bradlee Welton, David Wemmer, Mary Ann & Chuck 
Wenger, Idell M. Weydemeyer, Barbara Wezelman, Jennifer 
& Marshall White, Thomas White, Jane Whitley, Carolyn 
Whittle, Jim Williams, Diane E. Wilson, John Wilson, Peter 
Wilson, Sarah Wilson, Diane Winkler, Hilary Winslow, 
Priscilla S Winslow, Jacqueline Wish, Viviana Wolinsky, Lois 
Wong, Victor Wong, Mary Wood, Neal Wood, Stephanie 
Woods, Sylvie Woog, Robert Yates, Linda Young, John 
Zimmermann, Matt Zlatunich, Claudine Zuber, and Sam 
Zuckerman
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1  Heron and Egret Rescue
The Oakland Zoo takes the lead on rescuing 
fledgling heron and egrets from the unsafe 
conditions of their downtown rookeries. 

4  Disease and Birds 
During California’s ongoing drought, 
waterfowl are at an increased risk of disease 
due to subsequent habitat loss. 

5  Corona Heights Park 
The site of a former brick factory makes for 
the perfect birding hotspot on a time budget 
in San Francisco. 

broWn creeper
by ryan nakano 

ack in February while out at Wildcat Canyon,  I spotted a 

small bird scuttling along the branch of a large oak. “You 

see that guy there, that’s a Brown Creeper,” Golden Gate Audubon 

Eco-Ed Director Clay Anderson pointed out. After watching it for 

a while, zig-zagging its way along the oak, stopping periodically to 

glean insects with its black untrimmed-catnail-of-a-beak, it seemed 

b

more like a Brown “Tree Hugger” than anything. 

Keeping their white bellies close against the tree they’re creep-

ing, these tiny woodland birds are a joy to watch, that is if you can 

spot them first.

With their brown and white speckled feathers, they tend to blend 

right into the trees they inhabit, often compared to tree bark fighting 

gravity as they scale from trunk to crown. 

Interestingly enough, these birds deploy a unique nesting strat-

egy of using peeled tree bark to build hammock-like nests during 

the breeding season, beginning in early April. 

Of course even if you don’t see one at first, eventually you’ll hear 

this songbird’s sharp reedy call. “See See”, as if to say “See me, See 

me”. 

Once you do see the Brown Creeper, it’s hard to look away. 

Maybe it has to do with the way in which its process seems so 

systematic. Often starting from the bottom of a trunk and working 

its way up in a spiral fashion until it is sure that it’s  probed each and 

every crevice for a potential snack, the Brown Creeper flies back 

down to the ground to begin again somewhere else. 

Observing this behavior I can’t help but think of the Drake lyric 

“Started from the bottom now we’re here” on loop. 

Finding the largest trees in diameter, ensuring the largest amount 

of bark-dwelling insects, the Brown Creeper feasts primarily on 

arthropods with the exception of seeds in the winter months. 

Unfortunately named, I will continue to call this beautiful bird 

the “Brown Tree Hugger” and keep my eyes out for its perpetual 

ascent.
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Brown Creeper.
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