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From the Board President

After long thought, discussion, and consultation with our community, 
our membership chose our new name, Golden Gate Bird Alliance, at our 

annual meeting in August. Our new name honors our past and geographic 
region, conveys our mission—to protect birds and their natural environment—

and emphasizes the importance of building an inclusive community of bird advocates.

Have we lived up to our commitments as the Golden Gate Bird Alliance?

We continued our restoration work around the Bay Area. In addition, we successfully 
advocated for expanded wildlife habitat at Alameda Point, pushed for a “Reserve” 
designation status for Tesla Park in Livermore, and celebrated the reopening of Middle 
Lake in Golden Gate Park, a project we were consulted on. We are committed to  
our region. 

Our San Francisco Conservation Committee spent countless hours creating the  
San Francisco Bird Species of Conservation Concern report, an effort which is now being 
repeated by the East Bay Conservation Committee. We focused on protecting birds  
and their habitat.

Our second year of the Birding For Everyone Fellowship saw ten more BIPOC fellows 
benefit from free classes, membership, and an engaging cohort experience. We worked 
to build an inclusive community.

From our new name to the actions we’ve taken to live up to it, none of this would’ve been 
possible without our deeply passionate and engaged members, volunteers, and leaders. 
Thank you for being part of the alliance, and for continuing this work in the new year.

Chris Tarr

(Cover) Forster’s Tern; (Above) Anna’s Hummingbird. 
David Yeung; Shubham Chowdhury
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Birding for Everyone
People of color make up less than 12% of staff 
working with general conservation and environmental 
organizations2 even though they make up 34.3% of  
the population3.

Responding to historic and current barriers for people of 
color in accessing nature and engaging in its stewardship, 
GGBA launched its Birding For Everyone Fellowship 
program (BFE) in 2023.

Developing and empowering the next generation of 
BIPOC conservation leaders in the Bay Area, the second 
year of the BFE Fellowship provided 10 people of color 
with free access and priority enrollment to all GGBA 
classes, free membership, and facilitated cohort trips 
and networking opportunities. Given the high demand 
for social support-based programming, BFE expanded 
its offering by introducing a new four day supplemental 
course to the over 40 applicants who were not selected 
for the fellowship. 

Learn more about our fellowship program by visiting 
goldengatebirdalliance.org/fellowship.

Education
Between our classes, monthly birding trips, public speaker series, 
and live Osprey Nest Cam, Golden Gate Bird Alliance continues  
to provide public opportunities to engage in wildlife recreation and 
ecological knowledge. With birdwatchers four to five times more  
likely than non-recreationists to engage in conservation1, we’re creating 
a community of environmental advocates through these programs.

(From top) Birding at Arrowhead Marsh at the Martin Luther King Jr.  
Regional Shoreline; Birding For Everyone Fellows at Birders for 
Palestine Event.
Janet Carpinelli; Daniela Sanchez

1 wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/jwmg.855  |  2 Journal of Environmental Studies and Sciences, 2018  |  3 U.S. Census Bureau, 2022

BY THE NUMBERS

88
Free classes 
taken since 
the program’s 
inception 

8
BFE fellows 
in the Master 
Birder Program 
to date

2
BFE fellow-led 
classes

https://goldengatebirdalliance.org/fellowship


Education

Eco-Ed Youth Program
GGBA’s award-winning Eco-Ed youth program 
saw another successful year. Continuing to 
teach students from Title I schools in the 
Bay Area about the region’s ecology, Eco-Ed 
expanded its reach to middle and high schools 
in North Richmond and Richmond. Eco-Ed also 
formed new partnerships with local nonprofits: 
Richmond Outdoors Coalition; Town School  
for Boys; and YES Nature to Neighborhoods.  
With more than 70 classroom visits and field trips to sites like Alcatraz Island, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Regional Shoreline, and Wildcat Canyon Regional Park, over 500 students learned 
about wildlife, the water cycle, and the importance of environmental stewardship.

BY THE NUMBERS

519
Students

95%
Students of color

7
Schools served:
Bayshore Elementary
Esperanza Elementary
Korematsu Discovery 

Academy
Nystrom Elementary
Prescott Elementary
Richmond High
Verde Middle

Students at Spreckels Lake, San Francisco.
Helen Gong

“Many students don’t often have access to outdoor spaces, and visiting 
these spaces gives them access to nature and encourages them to 
go with their families, too. Through the program, our students have 
developed a greater understanding of ecosystems and different 
organisms’ places in them.”
Julia Yarak, 4th grade teacher at Esperanza Elementary School

“I became a birder through my love of plants 
and natural history. Creating and teaching a 
class about SF bird habitats was a wonderful 
opportunity for me to share my knowledge 
and joy with the GGBA community.”
Jeanette Pettibone, Class Instructor, SF Habitats and Birds

Classes
Deep diving into discussions on ornithology, 
bird ID, ecology, and conservation, our classes 
continue to serve the community by building a 
foundation of knowledge for current and future 
bird advocates. With five new classes in just the 
past year, our instructors old and new move our 
understanding of birds and ecology forward. 

Birders at Corona Heights Park, San Francisco.
Dominik Mosur

BY THE NUMBERS

30	 342
Classes	 Students

5
New classes:
Beginning Birding in Nesting Season
Birding Your Patch
Birds in Anthropocene
SF Habitat and Birds
Skaggs Island



Education

Monthly Birding Field Trips
Every month, we offer around 20 free birding field trips, deepening 
participant’s relationship with birds, the natural world, and each other. 
With over 25% of participants engaging with us for the first time, we’ve 
continued to expand our offerings to include Bird Curious trips for 
beginners and more accessible slow birding trips. Leaders and attendees 
actively engage in conservation by recording bird observations to 
community science platform eBird. This data helps monitor species 
populations, identify potential trends, and set conservation priorities.

Speaker Series
Our free monthly speaker series  
program highlighted a  
diverse group of scientists and 
conservation leaders while 
expanding our community’s 
understanding of birds, the state 
of specific bird species, and  
local efforts to protect them. 

Osprey Cam
Thanks to a grant from the Contra 
Costa County Fish and Wildlife 
Propagation Fund, we now have a 
newly upgraded Osprey Nest Cam, 
providing our community with a 
crisper view of our resident Ospreys 
in Richmond. 

(Clockwise from top) Aquatic Park Field Trip at the Berkeley Bird Festival; Young birder at 
the Berkeley Bird Festival; Birders at UC Berkeley Campus.
Ryan Nakano; Ryan Nakano; Darwin Mayhew

BY THE NUMBERS

260
Field trips

1,198
Unique participants

315
First-time participants (26%)

279
Bird species observed

126,200
Birds listed

19
Counties visited

BY THE NUMBERS

11,104
Website views

18,700
Facebook visits,
with 250 follows

19,103
YouTube views,
totaling  
434.3 hours

BY THE NUMBERS

1,754	 146
Attendees	 Average attendees 	
	 per event



Conservation
Throughout the Bay Area, Golden Gate Bird Alliance actively engaged 
in bird conservation strategies ranging from local policy advocacy 
and bird monitoring to on-site, volunteer-driven habitat restoration 
work. At the same time, we’ve identified a growing need to focus and 
prioritize ongoing and future conservation projects. By the new year,  
we will have a dedicated Conservation Director to lead these efforts! 

Achievements
We Successfully Fought for Critical Bird Habitat
In November 2023, GGBA and other Bay Area environmental groups 
successfully advocated for the maximum amount of wildlife habitat at De-Pave 
Park, the planned nature park on a section of the former Naval Air Station in 
Alameda. Writing op-eds, sending city council letters, and attending several 
planning meetings, our volunteers pushed to completely remove a large 
building from the site, opening up an additional 3.9 acres of safe habitat for 
birds, including the nesting colony of endangered California Least Terns.  
The removal of Building 25, known as Option 3, was approved by the Alameda 
City Council and marks a major win for local wildlife conservation. 

We Conducted Field Research!
This year GGBA conducted two breeding bird monitoring surveys. At Wildcat 
Canyon Regional Park, Fen Conway reported 69 species in total (18 of which 
were confirmed/probable breeders) along the Flow Trail, a proposed mountain 
biking path. Conway’s findings provide an important baseline to assess the 
ecological impact of future land management decisions. Across the bay, 
Dominik Mosur monitored breeding and overwintering birds at Mount Sutro, 
tracking the impact of revegetation efforts by UCSF and Sutro Stewards on 
local wildlife.

We Created a Critical Conservation Resource
Countless hours of volunteer research, and review by bird experts in  
San Francisco, led to the development of the San Francisco Bird Species of 
Conservation Concern report. This invaluable resource will raise awareness  
of bird species of concern, guide local conservation efforts, and serve as the 
model for a forthcoming East Bay edition. 

We Led Grassroots Projects
Western Bluebirds now have more safe places to 
nest thanks to our collaborative project with Vista 
Alternative High School, where we installed nine 
bluebird boxes on their campus farm in Richmond. 

(From top) Middle Lake in Golden Gate Park 
opens after restoration work; California  
Least Tern, Alameda Point; Bluebird on lichen 
branch; Hermit Thrush at Wildcat Canyon; 
Western Bluebird, Richmond.
Glenn Phillips; Rick Lewis; Alan Krakauer; Alan Krakauer; 
Glen Tepke



Conservation

Corporations, Foundations, and  
Government Agencies

$10,000 AND ABOVE
California Coastal Commission; Mary A Crocker Trust; 
Saving Birds Thru Habitat

$5,000 – $9,999
City of Berkeley; East Bay Community Foundation

$1,000 – $4,999
Apple Matching Gifts Program; Conservation Society 
of California (The Oakland Zoo); Contra Costa County 
Fish and Wildlife Committee; Ellis Partners; Kitchell 
Foundation; Martin Marietta; Safari West, Inc.; 
SPRAWLDEF; University of California, San Francisco

$500 – $999
Bank of America Foundation, Inc.; Google Inc.; Longroad Energy; 
Midvale Foundation; Nvidia; Piedmont Garden Club;  
Salesforce.com Foundation; Walter and Elise Haas Fund

$250 – $499
Birding Ecotours, LLC; Chevron Humankind Matching Gifts Program; 
Justice Outside; Langur Eco Travels

$100 – $249
Berkeley Bob’s; California Healthcare Foundation; Chan Zuckerberg 
Initiative, LLC; Dolby Matching Gifts Program; Intel Corporation; 
Montelindo Garden Club; Sloat Garden Center, Inc.

Individuals

$10,000 AND ABOVE
Jennifer Braun & Raymond J. Ryan; The Estate of 
Susan Diridoni & Satoru Fujii; Randall & Katherine 
Erickson; Kenneth Hillan & Duncan Robertson;  
The Estate of Meri Jaye

$5,000 – $9,999
Linda Agerter & Richard Judd; Mary Betlach;  
Vivian Kremer; Karen Rosenbaum & Ben McClinton; 
Pat Kirkpatrick & Sid Wolinsky

$1,000 – $4,999
Jan Ambrosini & Tim Stroshane; Regina & Ralph 
Anavy; Carol Baird & Alan Harper; Chris & Gary 
Bard; Penny Barron; Nancy Beckman; Maynard P. & 
Katherine Z. Beuhler; Cathy Bleier & Peter Meyer; 
The Bluebird Fund; Douglas Booth; Donna Borden; 
Andrea Burhoe; John Callaway & Trisha Cruse; Srikant 
Char; Minder Cheng; Susan Mary Consey; George 
J. & Theresa L. Cotsirilos Merced; Phil & Bo Cotty; 
Laura Cremin & Mark Gallivan; Julia Davidson; Brian & 
Jennifer Dirking; Lynne M Eggers; Linda Fraley; Jane 
Freeman; Ryan Gee; Angie Geiger; Clara Gerdes & 
Ken Greenberg; Patricia Greene; Bob Hallet; Harnly/
Roeper Fund; Derek & Cristina Heins; Peter Hsia; 
Deborah Hurst Senter; Alan Kaplan; Sally & Phillip 
Kipper; Liz & Larry Kuo; Marie & Barry Lipman; Susan 
MacWhorter; Bruce Mast & Juliet Cox; Miles & Mel 
McKey; Mara & Don Melandry; David Monedero; John 
& Hortensia Nelson; Denny & Merrily Parker; Regina 
Phelps; Mary Porter; Helen McKenna & Allan Ridley; 
Leslie Rose & Alan Ramo; Carol Ross; Eric Schroeder & 
Susan Palo; Jacqueline Smalley; Sojourner Household; 
Chris Tarr & Kevin Donahue; Linda Thurston; Stephen 
Van Gordon; Edward & Ellen Vine; Kenneth Weidner; 
Stephen & Karen Wiel; Fritz Wolff; Geraldine Young; 
Sam ZuckermanSusan Palo; Jacqueline Smalley; 
Elizabeth Sojourner; Sam Zuckerman

Donors, FY 2024
Volunteer Program
With over 90% of the San Francisco Bay’s historic wetlands 
developed, habitat restoration along our shorelines is critical for 
migrating and resident bird populations. Mobilizing close to 400 
volunteers (360 first-time GGBA volunteers), we removed 525 bags 
(30 gallons each) of invasive plants, planted 380 native plants, and 
pulled approximately 8,000 pounds of trash across 10 important bird 
habitat sites in the Bay Area. By allowing native plants to flourish 
unimpeded by invasives and reducing the threat of plastic pollution, 
our volunteers gave more bird species a chance to take advantage 
of crucial habitat. When our volunteers plant Native plants like 
Grindelia Stricta (Marsh Gumplant) we help provide cover, nesting 
material, and food sources for birds in marsh habitat.

BY THE NUMBERS

10
Sites
Bison Paddock
Crissy Field Beach
Heron’s Head Park
Meeker Slough
MLK Jr. Regional Shoreline 

(Arrowhead Marsh)
North Lake
Pier 94
Point Molate
Treasure Island
Vista Alternative High School 

(Farm)

“Last year, our San Francisco 
office partnered with 
Golden Gate Bird Alliance 
for invasive plant removal at 
the beautiful Heron’s Head 
Park for a group volunteer 
outing. It was an educational 
and fun time for our team  
to learn about this important 
habitat and the work of 
GGBA to restore it for the 
local birds.”
Jessica Kelley, Longroad Energy 

(From left) Removing invasive fennel at Pier 94; Mallards “inspecting” restoration 
work at North Lake in Golden Gate Park.
Inbal Shalev; Janet Carpinelli

Continued on next page



Donors

Golden Gate Bird Alliance
2150 Allston Way, Suite 210, Berkeley, CA 94704

510.843.2222  •  ggas@goldengatebirds.org
goldengatebirdalliance.org

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Total Liabilities	 $	 131,092
Net Assets	 $	 676,401

Total Liabilities & Net Assets	 $	 807,493

Fundraising

Other

Program 
Services

Individual 
Contributions

$500 – $999
Susan Acquistapace; William Allen; Debra Austin; Ellen Becherer; Caryn Bern; Marj Blackwell; 
Jackie Care & Chris High; Linda & Bob Carloni; Eve Conner; Robert & Carol Coon; Carol Donohoe; 
The Donohue Family Foundation; John Draper; Bob Epstein & Amy Roth; Viola Gonzales & Penn 
Hughes; Polly Gorin; Amanda Hamilton; Sylvia Hawley & James Allen; Kathryn Heintz; Derry & 
Deirdre Henderson; Patricia Langenhahn & Douglas & Jeffrey Hendricks; Carole Herman & Thomas 
Brumfield; Dan Harris & Lois Hirsch; D & J Hodgson Family Foundation; Don & Ann Hughes; Linda 
Jacobs & Paula Hyman; Dwight L. Johnson; Jennifer Kaczor; Tim Kingston; Mary Kleinhenz; Pat Kline 
& Jill McIntire; Maureen Lahiff; Julia Lakes; Rachel Lawrence & Nicki Vasquez; Robert Lawrence; 
Dawn & Jacquelyn Lemoine; Gary Loeb; Gail MacDonald; John MacLennan; Jeffery Martin; Tara 
McIntire; Andrew McKey; Sharon Morris; Dan & Joan Murphy; Sharol Nelson-Embry; Alexander 
Brennen & Wendy Niles; Sallie Olsen; Madeline Ono; John Palo; George Peyton; Jean Pfann; 
Laurel Przybylski; Madhav Puri; Corey & Kathy Raffel; Marjorie Randolph; Michael Reyes; James & 
Nita Roethe; Daniel Roth; Anne B. Rowe; Maria Sargent; Michael Schobel; Linda Selph; Amanda 
Seyfer; Pam L Shandrick; Francie Shaw & Bob Perelman; Richard Spickard & Charlotte Anderson; 
Christopher Swarth; Taylor Unity Foundation; Jane & Jason Test; Penny Thompson; Mukund & 
Margarette Untawale; Liz Varnhagen; Stephen Waldman; Mary Wand; Steven Weissman & Laura 
Mahanes; Shirley Wheatland; Stephanie Woods; Matt & Joann Zlatunich

$250 – $499
Barbara & Carlo Alesandrini; Vicky Atkinson; Dianne Ayres & Timothy Hansen; John Thomas Bacon; 
Maria Baird; Cyndi Bakir; Robin Banks; Bill H Barnaby; Judy Bendix & Tom Pehrson; Richard & Liz 
Bordow; Robert & Barbara Brandriff; Barbara Brenner Buder; Crystal Brunzell; Mary & Beth Burnside; 
Lorna Byrne; Anne Cahill Hansen; Jessica & John Campbell; Richard Caplin; Chris Carmichael; Eunice 
Childs; Julie Clark; Courtney Clarkson & Roy Leggitt; Catherine F Coates; Marianne Constable;  
Su Cox & Cathy Keyes; Troy Cox; Ann Cromey; Frank Davis; Linda De Lucchi; Linda A. Deaktor; 
Wendy DelValle; Zachary Denning; Jacqueline Desoer; Calvin Doucet; Linda L Eby; Nancy Erb & Dick 
Kolbert; Carolyn Espey; Pam Evans; Loretta Faulkner; Bruce & Madeline Feingold; Marsha Feinland; 
Roxanne Fiscella; Mary Fisher; Feather Flores; Sue Forstat; Cheryl Foster; Lee Friedman & Janet 
A Flammang; Elaine Geffen & Joanne LaCasse; Sandy Gess; Valerie Glass; Peter Goldman; Daryl 
Anne Goldman & Jeanette Nichols; Janice Gonsalves; Reyla Graber; Susan Greef & M. R. Prochaska; 
George Griffeth; Danny Grossman & Linda Gerard; Whitney Grover & Elliott Callahan; Duan Han; 
Michelle & Jerry Harrison; Clive Harrison; Carol Henry; Keelung Hong; Gustavo Houghton; Richard 
Howard & Elizabeth O’Shea; Patricia & William Hudson; Maija Hunter; Steven Hunter; Michael & 
Vickie Ina; Glenn & Patti Itano; Megan Jankowski; Margaret Janosch; Kathy Jarrett; Simon Jeffery; 
John Jr. & Jane Johnson; Janet Johnston; Jacqueline Jones; Albert & Margaret Buchanan & Lorian 
G. Jones; Erica Kawata; Brian Kaye; Karen Kenney & Steve Choy; Amy Kilgard; Jeffrey Kimball & 
Pamela Hog; Brien Kirk; Gudrun Kleist; Andy Knapp & Mike Propst; Annis & Nick Kukulan; Gail Kurtz; 
Stephen & Vanessa Lambright; Richard Lavinghouse; James M Lee; Nancy Lemon & Blaine Devine; 
Robert & Hanno Lewis; Alix Marduel & Tom & Brice Lockard; Randi & Herb Long; Barbara Loomis & 
Stephen Elspas; Frank & Sally Lopez; Chris Lotz; Heidi Luckenbach; Diane Luders; Yvette Macdonald; 
Lynn MacDonald; Robert & Johanna Mandel; Jason Marks; Rebecca & William Matsubara; John 
Matzger; William McCoy & Natasha Beery; Michael McCue & Karen Klempka; Helen McKinley; 
Maria Membreno; Joyce & David Mercado; Beata Milhano; Karen L Miller; Robin Mitchell; Ann H. 
Moen; Charlotte Nolan; Marita O’Reilley; Barry M. Ogilvie; Jennifer Steele & Arthur Ogus; Daniel 
& Rebecca Okrent; Carol Pachl; The David & Lucile Packard Foundation; Angus MacDonald Parker; 
Stewart Parker; Jean Perata; Jean Perley; Marjorie Powell; Megan & Richard Prelinger; David Quady 
& Nancy Boas; Sonja Raub; Mark Rauzon; Hollings Renton; Louise Richardson; Eileen Richey;  
Justin Roderman; David Rorick; Steven Rosenberg & Elizabeth Rost-Rosenberg; Jon Rosenfield; 
Pepi Ross; Diane Ross-Leech; Siobhan Ruck; Joyce A Rybandt; Rusty Scalf; Mary Schaefer; Verena 
Schelling; James & Sandra Schloss; Emmanuel Schnetzler; Alice Schofield & Valerie Valasquez;  
Judy Schwartz & Rod Miller; Gloria Shaffer; Paulette Sharp; Elizabeth Sibson-Tuan; Daniel Siegel & 
Ann Weills; Nancy Skinner & Lance Brady; Nancy E Smith; Alex Smolyanskaya & Johnathon Daniel 
Brown; Gail Sorrough; Sam Sperling; Joyce Stanek; Lesley Stansfield; Michael Stevens & Deborah 
Brown; Emilie Strauss; Constance & Kevin Sutton; Deborah Tanaka-Laude; Chris Tarp; Kathleen 
Taylor; Glen Tepke; Mary Tienken; Adelle Treakle; Sandra Tsui; Linda Vallee; Analía Villagra; Edward 
F Walsh; Edward Ward; Ryan Watson; Paul Weaver; Karen Weil; Jennie Weiss Block; Amelia Wilson; 
Victor; Brenda Wong; Mitchell Youngman; Jaz Zaitlin & Mark Nienberg

Golden Gate Bird Alliance is grateful for 
the hundreds of additional donors, too 
numerous to list, whose contributions  
help fund our education, conservation,  
and advocacy efforts.
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Red-shouldered Hawk.
Catie Michel

Financials, FY 2024
REVENUE
Individual Contributions	 $	 437,942
Grants	 $	 254,681 
Memberships	 $	 104,880
Programs & Events	 $	 282,428
Other 	 $	 94,024

Total Revenue	 $	 1,173,955

EXPENSES
Program Services	 $	 608,116
General & Administrative	 $	 423,870
Fundraising	 $	 60,954 

Total Expenses	 $	 1,092,940

Grants

Programs  
& Events

Memberships

General & 
Administrative
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