
he Western Burrowing Owl is 

disappearing in California. From 

continued habitat loss caused by agricul-

tural practices, urban development, and 

industrial energy, to the elimination of 

ground squirrels whose burrows provide 

the owls breeding grounds and refuge, this 

species needs further protection. 

	 The California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife (CDFW) is currently reviewing 

research across the state on Western Burrowing 

Owl populations as part of the California 

Endangered Species Act (CESA) petition process 

to potentially designate the birds as endangered 

or threatened. On February 13, Golden Gate Bird 

Alliance (GGBA) submitted a letter to CDFW to support an 

endangered designation status. 
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CONTINUED on page 3

Surveying the State 

of the Western 

Burrowing Owl

by ryan nakano

Western Burrowing Owl.
Tara McIntire
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news briefs

Lights Out for Spring Migration

Join us in going “Lights Out” this spring migration 

(now through June) to keep birds safe during their 

journey north. This means turning any unnecessary 

lights off during the evening time to reduce skyglow 

from disorienting and taking migratory birds off 

their proper routes.

New GGBA Staff Member

Golden Gate Bird Alliance continues to grow 

with the latest hire of Jeni Schmedding as the 

organization’s Digital Communications Assistant. 

Schmedding brings her expertise in environmental 

studies, education, and community outreach to her 

work to inspire our community to protect birds.

GGBA Backyard Habitat Program

We’re rolling out our Backyard Habitat Program 

which allows you to pledge to create Bird-friendly 

habitat in the place that you live, offers helpful 

resources for doing so, and builds a network 

of dedicated environmental stewards! See the 

conservation page on our website.

Securing the Future of  

the Golden Gate Bird Alliance 

by glenn phillips, executive director

lanned giving is a profound way to 

leave a lasting legacy, ensuring that 

the causes we care about thrive for gen-

erations to come. At the Golden Gate Bird 

Alliance, we have witnessed firsthand how 

such generosity can transform our ability 

to protect birds and their habitats. Recent 

bequests from two dedicated members, 

Nancy Elsner and Linda Devigne, have had 

an extraordinary impact, reinforcing the 

importance of planned giving for our orga-

nization’s future.

Nancy and Linda’s thoughtful contribu-

tions have enabled the Golden Gate Bird 

Alliance to make strategic investments that 

would not have been possible otherwise. 

Their generous bequests, along with your 

support, allowed us to hire our first Direc-

tor of Conservation in over a decade. This 

crucial position strengthens our efforts to 

protect local bird populations and habi-

tats, from Meeker Slough in Richmond to 

Pier 94 in San Francisco. Having a director 

enhances our ability to advocate for bird-

friendly policies, like Berkeley’s Bird-safe 

Building ordinance and lights-out for birds. 

It helps conduct essential conservation 

research, like monitoring Burrowing Owls 

in Western Alameda and Contra Costa 

Counties, and it helps us mobilize volun-

teers to safeguard vital ecosystems across 

the Bay Area.

American Robin and nest.
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These gifts have supported conserva-

tion initiatives and helped replenish the 

Alliance’s financial reserves, which were 

significantly depleted during the challenges 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. Like many 

nonprofits, we faced unprecedented finan-

cial strain during this period, forcing us to 

draw heavily on our reserves to maintain 

our programs. Thanks to Nancy’s and Lin-

da’s generosity and your continued support, 

we have regained financial stability, ensur-

ing that we can continue our mission in this 

unstable time.

Planned giving offers a unique oppor-

tunity for members and supporters to 

contribute to the long-term success of the 

Golden Gate Bird Alliance. Bequests, chari-

table trusts, and beneficiary designations 

provide crucial funding that enables us to 

expand our programs, respond to emerging 

conservation challenges, and inspire future 

generations of bird advocates. Whether large 

or small, every planned gift makes a mean-

ingful difference in protecting the birds we 

cherish and the habitats they depend on.

By including the Golden Gate Bird Alli-

ance in your estate plans, you can ensure 

that our work continues to thrive for years 

to come. That’s why we’ve teamed up with 

FreeWill, an easy-to-use estate planning 

and smart giving resource for you to use in 

building a legacy of bird conservation in the 

Bay Area. Your legacy can be one of conser-

vation, advocacy, and a lasting commitment 

to birds and nature.

Nancy Elsner’s and Linda Devigne’s gifts 

have left an indelible mark on our organiza-

tion, and their contributions will resonate 

for years to come. We are deeply grateful for 

their vision and encourage you to consider 

how you, too, can make a lasting impact 

through planned giving.
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Western Burrowing OWL from page 1

For the past 16 years GGBA volunteers 

have monitored Burrowing Owls along the 

Berkeley Shoreline. From 2009-2017 our 

data shows an average of 3-4 owls present 

throughout the winter months. From 2018-

2025 that number dropped to 1-2 owls.

In addition, GGBA Christmas Bird 

Count data from Oakland saw an average 

of 24 Burrowing Owls observed between 

1974 and 1993. This number dropped to 

10 between 1994 and 2011 and to six from 

2012 to 2024. The CBC data alone shows a 

75% decline since they were designated as a 

Species of Special Concern in 1978. 

Between the two state-wide Burrowing 

Owl surveys conducted (1991-1993) and 

(2006-2007), the San Francisco Bay Area 

saw a 30% decrease in its local population 

from 165 to 119 owls. Using regional sur-

veys and eBird data, the petitioners believe 

there are only 25 or fewer Western Burrow-

ing Owls left in the Bay Area today. 

The CESA petition, submitted by seven 

environmental nonprofits, requests that 

“the Commission list the Western Burrow-

ing Owl as threatened throughout its entire 

range in California.” 

Alternatively, the petitioners offered the 

possibility of listing certain Western Bur-

rowing Owl populations connected to seven 

biographic regions, the San Francisco Bay 

Area being one of them.

For the past six months, the Western 

Burrowing Owl has been waiting in the 

wings as a wildlife candidate for endan-

gered/threatened status.

“What the protections of CESA means is 

that unauthorized take (hunting, pursuing, 

catching, capturing, killing or the attempts 

to do these things) is prohibited,” CESA 

Wildlife Listing Coordinator Anne Hil-

born said. The department (CDFW) can 

authorize potential take through permitting 

mechanisms but any take that a develop-

ment project does, has to be fully mitigated.” 

According to Hillborn, mitigation typically 

means “putting money toward conserving 

habitat for that species in perpetuity”.

The Commission agreed to make the 

species a candidate on Oct 25, 2024 upon 

review of the petition, setting off the for-

mal process for CDFW to prepare and 

features

For the past six months, the Western Burrowing Owl has been 

waiting in the wings as a wildlife candidate for endangered/

threatened status.

Western Burrowing Owl.
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submit a status review report to the Com-

mission within 12-18 months. It could be 

anytime between now and next spring before 

we know the official status of the Burrow-

ing Owl based on the Commission’s final 

decision. 

This isn’t the first time that a petition 

was sent out on behalf of the Burrowing 

Owl. Back in 2003, many of the same orga-

nizations leading this recent effort pushed 

for such a designation through the CESA 

petition process. At that time, conservation-

ists were unsuccessful and the Commission 

ended candidate status for the bird upon 

evaluating their petition. 

For Jeff Miller, Center for Biological 

Diversity’s Senior Conservation Advocate 

and the primary author of both petitions, 

several things have changed since their 

original attempt in 2003. “The makeup of 

the Commission has changed. It used to be 

a holdover of all the Governor’s hunting bud-

dies,” Miller said. “But since then the state 

has made an effort to put people on who 

have ecology backgrounds. ” 

Despite 99% of California’s native grass-

land habitat being lost to agriculture and 

urbanization, the Western Burrowing Owl is 

still here occupying precious ground squir-

rel burrows, maintaining habitat through soil 

aeration and nutrient cycling, and nodding at 

each burrow entrance before entering—as if 

to acknowledge the work needed to peace-

fully coexist. 

Thank you to the incredible work of 

our GGBA Burrowing Owl monitors Della 

Dash, Mary Malec, Peggy Loper, and so 

many others who contributed to our data 

and knowledge of Burrowing Owls in the 

Bay Area, and to Jay Aggarwal who com-

piled our data and drafted the letter of 

support for their endangered status. 

You can acknowledge the current state 

of the Western Burrowing Owl in Califor-

nia, by visiting https://fgc.ca.gov/CESA and 

signing up for the commission’s email list 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/

CNRA/signup. 

Petitioning Groups: Center for Biological 

Diversity, Defenders of Wildlife, Burrow-

ing Owl Preservation Society, Santa Clara 

Valley Audubon Society, Urban Bird Foun-

dation, Central Valley Bird Club, and San 

Bernardino Valley Audubon Society

https://fgc.ca.gov/CESA
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup
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n a beautiful, misty, weekday 

morning, GGBA Youth Education 

Manager Clay Anderson, a teacher, a few 

volunteers, and 25 squirrely 4th graders 

hiked up a hill. As they approached the top, 

the group peered through the haze where 

large creatures moved above them. “What 

is that?’ “It looks like monsters!” “Are they 

UFO’s?” Before panic set in, Clay resolved 

the mystery: “It’s cows,” he said. “Don’t 

worry—they won’t hurt us.” 

Clay gathered the students in a line. 

“Please be calm and the cows will be calm,” 

he said. The students mustered their cour-

age. They continued on the trail through 

the middle of the herd as Clay clapped and 

barked at the cows, which looked like giant 

dirigibles floating in the mist.

As they moved through to the other side 

of the herd, one of the students reached 

out to touch a calf, and a volunteer quickly 

intervened. “No, you don’t want to do that.” 

Another student wore a big smile and 

exclaimed, “Ooo, that was crazy!” Then 

asked seriously, “Are they for real?” “Yes 

GGBA and the Richmond Outdoor Coalition
by clay anderson and whitney grover

o

features

they are very real,” Clay replied. 

For over 20 years GGBA has taken 3rd 

through 5th grade students from Title I 

schools on field trips. Students learn by 

exploring the impacts that plants, bugs, birds, 

and humans have on the watershed environ-

ment. Providing classroom presentations and 

field trips for each participating class, Clay 

and his dedicated team of volunteers serve 

around 350 students in the Bay Area each 

year through our Eco Education program.

Field trips are the core of the program, 

taking kids to creeks, marshes, and oceans 

in the Bay Area. In the last couple of years, 

students have visited Wildcat Canyon, Glen 

Canyon, Arroyo Viejo, Pier 94 Wetlands, Pt. 

Pinole, Crissy Lagoon, Arrowhead Marsh, 

Lake Merritt, Crab Cove, and Muir Beach. 

In 2023 GGBA expanded its Eco-Educa-

tion program by participating in the brand 

new Richmond Outdoor Coalition (ROC). 

ROC partners collaborate toward a common 

vision: people in and near Richmond should 

spend more time outdoors for education, 

health and wellness, positive youth develop-

Upcoming events

Earth Day Events - Saturday, April 19 

Join us out at the Oakland Zoo for their “Coexistence 

with Wildlife” Earth Day Event from 9:30am-3pm 

or at our own Earth Day habitat restoration event 

at MLK. Jr. Regional Shoreline’s Arrowhead Marsh 

(9:30am-12pm). These are great opportunities to 

connect to the earth and community. 

Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour 

The Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour 

is back this April for its online tour (April 5-6) 

and in-person this May (May 3-4) to bring you 

opportunities for viewing local native gardens by 

your neighbors in the Bay and getting inspired to 

start or finish your own project! 

Bay Birding Challenge - April 26

Our “Big Day” team birding and fundraising 

competition takes place on Sunday, April 26 to see 

who can observe the most bird species and raise 

the most funds for GGBA. Deadline to register a 

team is Thursday, April 10 at charity.pledgeit.org/

baybirdingchallenge. 

EcoEd partnering with ROC. Photos courtesy of the Richmond Outdoor Coalition.

ment, and social justice. 

Last year Golden Gate Bird Alliance was 

in a group of nine other program partners: 

Bay Area Wilderness Training, ESCAPE 

Club, Growing Together, Headwaters Sci-

ence Institute, Inner City Bliss, KIDS for 

the Bay, Rich City Rides, The Watershed 

Project, and YES Nature to Neighbor-

hoods. Across the 10 program partners 

ROC reached 1,049 students and family 

members in Richmond! 

Perhaps most impressively, all of the stu-

dents at Verde and Nystrom Elementary/

Middle schools participated in some form 

of ROC programming.

With the support of ROC, GGBA 

adapted our Eco-Education curriculum 

to serve middle school students for the 

first time. In the 2023-2024 school year, 

between our work both outside and inside 

the ROC, 550 students around the Bay 

Area participated in Eco-Education! We 

are now deep into the 2024-2025 school 

year and in our second year as proud mem-

bers of the Richmond Outdoor Coalition. 

https://charity.pledgeit.org/baybirdingchallenge
https://charity.pledgeit.org/baybirdingchallenge
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his car-birding road climbs high into the Diablo 

range through quintessential California land-

scape. Specialty birds include Golden Eagle, Lewis’s 

Woodpecker, Bell’s Sparrow, Tricolored Blackbird, 

Phainopepla, and an occasional Greater Roadrunner. 

Mines Road starts south of Tesla Road in Livermore, 

passing vineyards and following sycamore-lined Arroyo 

Mocho Creek, where Yellow-billed Magpies regularly 

used to nest. About 3.5 miles in, the road forks left along 

the arroyo, while Del Valle Road continues straight to the 

reservoir and regional park. By mile 4, the road enters a 

lovely pastoral valley. In breeding season, Cliff Swallows 

overhead may be coming from a colony under the bridge 

upstream. Watch for Western Bluebirds, Black-headed 

Grosbeaks, and Bullock’s Orioles. Look and listen for 

White-breasted Nuthatches. 

Crossing the bridge, the road climbs through coastal 

sagebrush. Stop at mile post (MP) 6.25, a water drip near 

a majestic Valley Oak. In spring, it often hosts nesting 

Bullock’s Orioles, Western Kingbirds, Acorn Wood-

peckers, and sometimes Phainopeplas. The adjacent 

sagebrush slopes are good for Rufous-crowned Sparrows, 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Lazuli Buntings, Lark Spar-

rows, and an occasional skulking California Thrasher or 

Greater Roadrunner. On an early summer night you may 

hear Common Poorwills.

Multiple pullouts along the next eight miles offer 

opportunities to check mistletoe-clogged trees for Phain-

opeplas. Blue oaks replace Coastal Live Oaks here. Scan 

the ridgelines for Golden Eagles, American Kestrels, and 

White-throated Swifts. Steller’s Jays show up once the 

Gray Pines enter the scene. Through much of this sec-

tion, the road traverses high above the creek through a 

narrow canyon. Canyon Wren has been known to per-

form its cascading “chewy chewy chewy” song around 

MP 12.67 and a few other points in the rocky gorge. 

The road eventually returns to creek level with a 

convenient pullout around MP 14.5, a good spot for 

neotropical migrants and breeders. The upper reaches 

of the creek are home to Northern Pygmy-Owls and 

a good place to listen for the flight calls of Lawrence’s 

Goldfinch. In spring, the ceanothus-covered slopes are 

painted a glorious blue.

After the Santa Clara County line, much of the land-

scape to the east is recovering from the SCU Complex 

wildfires of 2020. The distant hills are dotted with old 

mine tailings, hence the road’s name. To the west, the 

rolling hills are carpeted with chamise chaparral. This 

is a great area to check for California Thrashers, Bell’s 

Sparrows, and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers. 

Dropping into San Antonio Valley, look for Lewis’s 

Woodpeckers in the open oak savannah. A trip along 

Mines Road guarantees great birding in a stunning Cali-

fornia landscape.

A California Landscape—Mines Road and Beyond:  

BAY AREA HOTSPOT 

by bruce mast

location

37.665101, 

-121.732883 

to 37.391790, 

-121.490375  

Mines Rd, 

Livermore, CA 

94550

The 

ceanothus-
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slopes are 

painted a 

glorious 

blue in 

spring.

t 

Have a favorite birding site you’d like to share? Contact rnakano@goldengatebirds.org.

bay area hotspot

Mines Road, courtesy Tara McIntire.

mailto:rnakano@goldengatebirds.org


6     THE GULL       spring  2025

Please know that we work hard to ensure the  

accuracy of this list. If your name has been omitted  

or misspelled, let us know at 510.843.2222.

Thank you for being a part of our donor and member community. We are deeply appreciative of every 
individual, business and organization that supports Golden Gate Bird Alliance. In this issue we recognize 
all End-of-Year Appeal Donors and all of our major donors from the past year.

DONATIONS

Remember the Birds

Including Golden Gate Bird Alliance in your estate 

plan is a generous way to ensure that the Bay Area 

remains a haven for the birds you love.  

A bequest can be expressed in a will as simply 

as, “I bequeath [a sum of money, a percentage 

of my estate, or an IRA, life insurance policy or 

investment/bank account] to Golden Gate Bird 

Alliance, 2150 Allston Way, Suite 210, Berkeley, CA 

94704.” 
 

Consult with your attorney to discuss your  

particular situation. Learn more on our website at 

goldengatebirdalliance.org/plannedgiving.

Major Donors

$10,000+
Linda Agerter and Richard 

Judd, Linda M Devigne, 

Susan Diridoni and Satoru 

Fujii, Nancy Elsner Trust, 

Kenneth Hillan and Duncan 

Robertson

$5,000-$9,999
Mary Betlach, Maynard P. 

and Katherine Z. Beuhler, 

Jennifer Braun and 

Raymond J. Ryan, Vivian 

Kremer, Karen Rosenbaum 

and Ben McClinton, 

William Schoenherr, 

Edward and Ellen Vine, 

Pat Kirkpatrick and Sid 

Wolinsky

$2,500-$4,999
John Callaway and Trisha 

Cruse, Susan Mary Consey, 

Patricia Greene, Bob 

Hallet, Derek and Cristina 

Heins, Lisa Houghton, 

Susan MacWhorter, 

Miles and Mel McKey, 

David Mostardi and 

Arlene Baxter, John and 

Hortensia Nelson, Helen 

McKenna & Allan Ridley, 

Eric Schroeder and Susan 

Palo, Fritz Wolff, Geraldine 

Young

$1,000-$2,499
Jan Ambrosini, Tim 

Stroshane, Regina Anavy, 

Ralph Anavy, Carol Baird, 

Alan Harper, George J. 

Cotsirilos, Theresa L. 

Cotsirilos Merced, Chris 

Bard, Gary Bard, Penny D. 

Barron, Johanna Baruch, 

Thomas K. Baruch, 

Caryn Bern, Cathy Bleier, 

Peter Meyer, Douglas 

Booth, Donna Borden, 

Robert Brandriff, Barbara 

Brandriff, Michael Stevens, 

Deborah Brown, Andrea 

Burhoe, Anne Chambers, 

Srikant Char, Minder 

Cheng, Jean Conner, Phil 

Cotty, Bo Cotty, Laura 

Cremin, Mark Gallivan, 

Julia Davidson, Carol 

Donohoe, Linda Fraley, 

Jane Freeman, Ryan Gee, 

Angie Geiger, Mick Griffin, 

Christina Malek, Gustavo 

Houghton, Peter Hsia, 

Deborah Hurst Senter, 

Anne Jennings, Alan 

Kaplan, Sally Kipper, Phillip 

Kipper, Liz Kuo, Larry Kuo, 

Maureen Lahiff, Robert 

Lawrence, Anne Leong, 

Michelle MacKenzie, 

Bruce Mast, Juliet Cox, 

Ernest McNabb, Mara 

Melandry, Don Melandry, 

Sallie Olsen, Denny Parker, 

Merrily Parker, George 

S. Peyton, Mary Porter, 

Megan Prelinger, Richard 

Prelinger, Corey Raffel, 

Kathy Raffel, Maryann 

Rainey, Carolyn J. Reese, 

Michael Reyes, Leslie Rose, 

Alan Ramo, Pepi Ross, 

Carol Ross, Anne Ruffino, 

John Schloendorn, Linda 

Selph, Jacqueline Smalley, 

Elizabeth Sojourner, 

Christopher Swarth, Chris 

Tarr, Kevin Donahue, Linda 

Thurston, Liz Varnhagen, 

Mary Wand, Kenneth 

Weidner, Mary Wheeler, 

Stephen Wiel, Karen Wiel, 

Viviana Wolinsky, Edward 

Zhou, Sam Zuckerman.

Corporate 
Contributions
Birding Ecotours, LLC, 

Conservation Society 

of California DBA The 

Oakland Zoo, Martin 

Marietta

Grants 

California Coastal 

Commission, Contra Costa 

County Fish and Wildlife 

Committee, Joseph and 

Vera Long Foundation, 

Mary A Crocker Trust, 

National Audubon Society, 

Peninsula Open Space 

Trust, SPRAWLDEF, The 

Kimball Foundation, 

University of California, 

San Francisco, YES Nature 

to Neighborhoods

End-of-Year Appeal 
Donors
Anne Ackerman, Karen 

Ackerman, Susan C 

Acquistapace, Linda 

Agerter, Richard Judd, 

Barbara Alesandrini, Carlo 

Alesandrini, Christine 

Alper, Philip Anasovich, 

Toni Arkoosh Pinsky, 

Randall L Arnold, David 

Assmann, David Azevedo, 

Patricia Bacchetti, Amy 

Bach, Dara Foxbach, 

Carol Baird, Alan Harper, 

Maria Baird, Indira Glenn 

Balkissoon, Susan Barnes, 

Jim Barse, Johanna Baruch, 

Thomas K Baruch, Carolyn 

Beahrs, Roberta Bednar, 

Judy Bendix, Tom Pehrson, 

Karen Berger, Michael 

Berger, JD Bergeron, 

Isabel Berkelhammer, 

Sandra Bernard, Mary 

Betlach, Maynard P. 

Beuhler, Katherine 

Z. Beuhler, Francys 

Bienenfeld, Ellis Bigelow, 

Annette Billingsley, Terry 

Bergmann, Marj Blackwell, 

Elinor Blake, Cathy Bleier, 

Peter Meyer, Sharon 

Bleviss, Carole Bloomstein, 

Dr. Marc Blumberg, 

Alberta Blumin, Judith 

Bodenhausen, Jonathan 

R Bond, Denah Bookstein, 

DJ Berman, Richard 

Bordow, Liz Bordow, 

Robert Brandriff, Barbara 

Brandriff, Lucy W Breslow, 

Christine Brigagliano, 

Morris Baller, Simon Brown, 

Kevis Brownson, Lynne 

Bruehlman, Dorothea 

Buechel-Rimmel, Henrietta 

R Buescher, James M. 

Bullock, Catherine Lynn 

Butler, Susan Caldwell, 

Amanda Sue Carlisle, Linda 

Carloni, Bob Carloni, Chris 

Carmichael, TJ Carper, 

Charlotte Cashin, Wing 

Ng, Jonathan Chan, Brion 

Charles, Alison Y Cheung, 

Constance Chiba, Mike 

Clark, Arlene Waksberg, 

Courtney Clarkson, Roy 

Leggitt, Tazuko Coffee, 

Margaret Cohea, Martin 

Cohn, Kathleen Cohn, 

Mari Collings, Thomas 

Colton, Noel Commins, 

Eve Conner, Jean Conner, 

Robert Coon, Carol Coon, 

Terry Cort, Deborah 

Craig, Mary Cranley, 

Kazumi Cranney, Kimball 

Cranney, Laura Cremin, 

Mark Gallivan, Robert 

Cullison, James Cunradi, 

Sabine Dabady, Kay 

Dann, Chris Dann, Ofir 

Davidovich, James Davis, 

Claire Davis, Barbara 

Jean Dean, Ilana DeBare, 

Sam Schuchat, Paula R 

Defelice, Peter Delacorte, 

Penelope Deleray, Sanford 

F F DeLugach, Zachary 

Denning, Frank DeRosa, 

Janice Roudebush, Amy 

Dickie, William Dodge, 

Katherine Dunham, Linda 

L Eby, David B Edelson, 

Karen B Garrison, Tina C 

Edwards, Dan Eisenstein, 

Becky Ellery, Sue Emmons, 

Bill Epstein, Susan Epstein, 

Linda Eyerman, Grace H 

Fawcett, Bruce Feingold, 

Madeline Feingold, 

Marsha Feinland, Nikola 

Filby, Judith Fitzpatrick, 

Kathleen Fleming, 

Nicholas Fleming, Dan 

S Foldes, Andrew Folta, 

Linda Fraley, Steven 

Frank, Heidi Petersen, 

Jane Freeman, Francia 

Friendlich, Sara Gabriel, 

Angie Geiger, Clara 

Gerdes, Ken Greenberg, 

Allan Shrafman, Elizabeth 

Shrafman, Giedra 

Gershman, Debra 

Gershman, Katherine 

Gerwig, Sandy Gess, 

Amber Getz, Andrew Getz, 

Skip Getz, Leslie Lopopto, 

Mark Whitney Gilkey, 

Regina Gilligan, Johanna 

Gladieux, Patricia Glasow, 

Ann Y. Goldman, Polly 

Gorin, Reyla Graber, Frank 

Graetch, Luli Graetch, 

Maryann Graulich, Jim 

Gravanis, Ruth Gravanis, 

Rose Ver, Anne C Ver, 

Douglas Greiner, Penelope 

Greiner, Kay S Greisen, 

Mick Griffin, Christina 

Malek, Gary Grimm, 

Richard Taylor, Tracy 

Grubbs, Bob Guletz, 

Barbara Guletz, Eizabeth 

Alexandra Hahn, Bob 

Hallet, Susan J Hambey, 

Amanda H Hamilton, 
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Hamilton, Earl Hamlin, 

Barbara Hamlin, Kelly 

Hammargren, Virginia 

Hammel, Susan Hampton, 

Rachel Hanson, Clive 

Harrison, Kathy Hasten, 

Kathryn Heintz, Erika 

Helene, Pam Hemphill, 

Derry Henderson, 

Deirdre Henderson, 

Doug Henderson, Patricia 

Langenhahn, Douglas 

Hendricks, Jeffrey 

Hendricks, Bruce Herbold, 

Sabrina Hernandez, 

Dan Hill, Kenneth Hillan, 

Duncan Robertson, 

Celia Hinshaw, Jan 

Hintermeister, Michael 

Hintsa, Bob Hirt, Judy 

Hnilo, Kin Ho, Wilbur 

Hobbs Jr, Cliff Hodge, 

William Hoffland, Virginia 

Hollins-Davidson, Melissa 

Holmes, Patricia Hoppe, 

Kimi Hosoume, Gustavo 

Houghton, Richard 

Howard, Elizabeth O’Shea, 

Tim G Howe, Tony Howlett, 
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Clausen-Ingra, Shoshana 
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Jennings, Bob Jensen, 
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Johnston, Jacqueline 

Jones, Carolyn Jones-
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Joseph, Jennifer Kaczor, 

Debbie Kahn, Sumana 

Kaipa, Dorothy Kakimoto, 

Trace Kannel, Cheryl Katz, 

Mark Baldassare, Helena 

Katz, Beryl Kay, Melisa 

Kaye, James Keefe, Karen 

Kenney, Steve Choy, Judith 

Kerr, Barbara Ridley, David 

Kimball, Anne A Taylor, 

Brien Kirk, Anastasia 

Klafter, Meredith Jane 

Klein, Gudrun Kleist, 

Bhavani Kludt, Andy 

Knapp, Mike Propst, Janet 

Koike, Anna Korn, Connie 

Adachi, Judy Kriege, 
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Kuo, Jennie Kwok, Julia 
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Patricia Lamborn, Stephen 

Lambright, Vanessa 

Lambright, Lori Laubich, 

Robert P Lawrence, Sandy 

Lawrie, Lynn Lazarus, 
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Speaker series

Our very own GGBA board member  John Calla-

way will present on “Restoring the SF Bay Estuary” 

amidst sea level rise and climate change on April 17, 

2025, 7pm online via Zoom. Please visit us online for 

more Speaker Series dates and information at gold-

engatebirdalliance.org/education/speaker-series. 

We’re organizing our biggest fundraiser of the 

year, Birdathon, and no one has been busier 

than Chair of the Birdathon 2025 Committee, 

Mary Wand. We recently caught up with Mary 

to talk about her life, birds, and Birdathon.

Where were you born and where did 

you grow up? I was born in San Francisco 

and we moved around a bit growing up. Most 

of my youth was in California and then Aus-

tralia for a number of years when my dad was 

transferred to Melbourne.

When did you first become interested 

in birds? About 25 years ago. I had friends 

who were into birding and I started taking 

classes at Piedmont Adult School (they used 

to have a lot of birding classes). This got me 

some basic knowledge so I could go out and 

know what I was looking at. I enjoyed being 

outdoors, seeing the seasons change, and 

watching birds and their behavior. 

In addition to being a birder, you’re into 

sailing? Yes, I’ve been sailing since I was a 

kid. My best friend’s family in Melbourne 

were sailors, so I learned to sail on their tiny 

dinghies. Since then I’ve been on the water 

a lot. It was probably 25-30 years ago that I 

learned to sail on the Bay. 

What do you do when you’re not birding 

or sailing? I just got back from Scuba diving 

in the Cayman Islands. It’s similar to bird-

ing—when you’re underwater you’re looking 

for fish and observing “oh these fish hide 

under rock, these fish like sandy bottoms, 

etc.” As far as sailing goes, I used to race. I’m 

a U.S Sailing Certified Race Officer, so if I’m 

not actually sailing, I’m out managing regatas 

on the Bay. I spend a fair amount of time with 

that, travelling, and dealing with my dogs. 

Member Profile: Mary Wand

What do you do as a Certified Race 

Officer for regatas? We’re in a power-

boat setting a course for the boats on the 

Bay. We’re also communicating with racers, 

starting and monitoring the race, recording 

finishes, scoring, talking to the coast guard, 

monitoring ship traffic, and having fun.

Did your experience as a race officer 

help prepare you to run Birdathon this 

year? Before I retired, my job was a lot of 

herding cats as an attorney doing intellectual 

property licensing. It’s true that between my 

job and my role as a race officer there are a 

lot of documents and organizing that needs 

to happen. That said, I’ve gotten a lot of 

guidance and support from our Birdathon 

committee to make this year a success. 

What is your approach to birding? I ask 

“What can we learn from the birds? What 

are the birds telling us about where they are 

and what they are doing?” These kinds of 

questions make you observe and be present 

in the environment around you.

Mary Wand.
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Calling 
all bird 

advocates! 

Try on a Lincoln’s Sparrow 

by tara mcintire

any birders classify sparrows as LBBs (little brown birds), 

finding their subtle physical characteristics difficult to 

define. There is even a ‘New World Sparrow sp.’ choice in eBird 

(new world = North/South America) to further reinforce identifica-

tion avoidance. Though there are nearly 50 sparrow species found 

in North America (not including sub-species), local birders need 

to learn roughly 12 to 16 species that appear across the Bay Area. 

Of that small group, one in particular deserves a birder’s attention: 

Lincoln’s Sparrow.  

One might guess the name refers to a 16th President. Instead, 

it is linked to a biologist, Thomas Lincoln, who collected a speci-

m

men during an 1883 expedition to Quebec led by the infamous John 

James Audubon. It was a new species for Audubon so he chose to 

name this ‘lifer’ in honor of Thomas. As part of a larger re-naming 

initiative to remove exclusionary terms and name birds by physical 

traits, this lame-duck name will soon be changed by the American 

Ornithological Society. 

Unlike similar Song, Savannah, and Swamp Sparrows, Lincoln’s 

stand out and above the rest (sans stovepipe hat). Their beautiful, 

ocherous buff ‘yokes,’ decorated in thin vertical dark-brown streaks 

over a creamy-white belly, are not unlike that of an iconic Icelandic 

sweater pattern. Some even taunt birders with a small ‘button’ on 

their chests, luring you to question why they’re not Song Sparrows. 

Because this shy and solitary bird often presents just one fleet-

ing visual opportunity, it’s important to learn its key field marks! 

Not surprisingly, their fine features are complemented by equally 

delightful songs, which some describe as  Purple Finch and House 

Wren melodies combined. Sadly, their songs are not heard locally 

since Lincoln’s breeding territory is found in the Sierras and Rock-

ies, stretching north and east across nearly all of Canada and Alaska.  

So brush up on learning the buzzy, high-pitched ‘zeet’ calls heard 

here in our region between September and May.

Sparrows can indeed be challenging, but the Lincoln’s serves as a 

model sparrow—both alluring, lovely, and unforgettable. Once you 

refine your focus and appreciation for their visual subtleties, you will 

no longer think of any sparrow as plain little brown birds. Instead, 

you’ll soon be driving around with a Sparrow Appreciation Society 

sticker proudly plastered on your vehicle’s rear window.  So just try. 

“I say ‘try’; if we never try, we shall never succeed”

President Abraham Lincoln, 1862.
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Lincoln’s Sparrow.

Federal wildlife protection and conservation programs are being systematically dismantled as we 
speak, which means the birds we love risk losing critical habitat. Join us in advocating for birds by 
contacting your congressional representatives today to ask for “fully-funded conservation programs 
and agencies.” Find your reps contact at: www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member. 

www.goldengateaudubon.org
https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member

