Birds of Oaxaca, Mexico
The Oaxaca Valley, the Sierra Norte, the Sierra Madre del Sur, and the Pacific Coast

Mark Pretti Nature Tours, L.L.C 

Almost 700 species of birds have been documented in Oaxaca.  On past trips we’ve collectively seen 400 species on the route we’ll be following.  Among the species listed here are some that are common, some that are uncommon, and some that are rare.  To make the list easier to handle, I’ve omitted species found in the state of Oaxaca that do not occur along our route or are found only at other times of year.  Though I use the Birds of Mexico and Northern Central America by Howell and Webb and “A Classification of the Bird Species of South America” by the South American Classification Committee (SACC), my primary resource for taxonomy is the Clement’s Checklist of the Birds of the World (managed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, which also operates Merlin and eBird).  Please note that modern molecular biology, mainly DNA work, has found some unexpected relationships between bird orders.  These are reflected in the taxonomic order of this list (e.g. pigeons, cuckoos, and hummingbirds have moved way up the list, next to their closest cousins, the grebes and cranes !).  If you’re used to the out-ot-date taxonomic order in most field guides, please note that much has changed.  Birds with an “M” are Mexican endemics.   
Please note that modern molecular biology, mainly DNA work, has found some unexpected relationships between bird orders.  These are reflected in the updated taxonomic order of this list (e.g. pigeons, cuckoos, and hummingbirds have moved way up the list, closer to their nearest relatives, groups like grebes and cranes !).   
ANSERIFORMES
Anatidae (Ducks and Geese)
____ Fulvous Whistling-Duck   

Dendrocygna bicolor
____ Black-bellied Whistling-Duck  

Dendrocygna autumnalis
____ Muscovy Duck



Cairina moschata
____ Wood Duck



Aix sponsa
____ American Wigeon


Anas americana
____ Gadwall




Anas strepera
____ Cinnamon Teal



Anas cyanoptera
____ Green-winged Teal


Anas crecca
____ Northern Pintail



Anas acuta
____ Blue-winged Teal


Anas discors
____ Northern Shoveler


Anas clypeata
____ Ring-necked Duck


Aythya collaris
____ Lesser Scaup



Aythya affinis
____ Redhead



Aythya americana

____ Canvasback



Aythya valisineria
____ Red-breasted Merganser

Mergus serrata
____ Ruddy Duck



Oxyura jamaicensis
GALLIFORMES
Cracidae (Chachalacas, Guans, and Curassows)
____ West Mexican Chachalaca - M

Ortalis poliocephala
____ Crested Guan



Penelope purpurascens
Odontophoridae (New World Quail)
____ Long-tailed Wood-Partridge - M
Dendrortyx macroura
____ Montezuma Quail


Cyrtonyx montezumae
PODICIPEDIFORMES

Podicipedidae (Grebes)
____ Least Grebe



Tachybaptus dominicus
____ Pied-billed Grebe


Podilymbus podiceps
____ Eared Grebe



Podiceps nigricollis

COLUMBIFORMES
Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)
____ Rock Pigeon



Columba livia
____ Band-tailed Pigeon


Patagioenas fasciata
____ Red-billed Pigeon


Patagioenas flavirostris
____ Mourning Dove



Zenaida macroura
____ White-winged Dove


Zenaida asiatica

____ Eurasian Collared Dove


Streptopelia decaocta
____ Common Ground Dove


Columbina passerina
____ Ruddy Ground Dove


Columbina talpacoti
____ Inca Dove



Columbina inca
____ White-tipped Dove


Leptotila verreauxi
CUCULIFOMES

Cuculidae (Cuckoos)
Crotophaginae

____ Groove-billed Ani


Crotophaga sulcirostris
Neomorphinae

____ Lesser Ground-Cuckoo


Morococcyx erythropygus
____ Lesser Roadrunner


Geococcyx velox

Cuculinae

____ Mangrove Cuckoo


Coccyzus minor
____ Squirrel Cuckoo



Piaya cayana
NYCTIBIIFORMES

Nyctibiidae (Potoos)
____ Northern Potoo



Nyctibius jamaicensis
The potoos have been found to be different enough from the nightjars – in DNA and morphology – to warrant their own order.  The Oilbird of South America is also now in its own order.

CAPRIMULGIFORMES
Caprimulgidae (Nighthawks and Nightjars)
____ Lesser Nighthawk


Chordeiles acutipennis
____ Common Pauraque


Nyctidromus albicollis
____ Mexican Whip-poor-will


Caprimulgus arizonae

APODIFORMES
Apodidae (Swifts)
____ White-collared Swift


Streptoprocne zonaris
____ Chestnut-collared Swift 


Streptoprocne rutila
____ Vaux's Swift



Chaetura vauxi
____ White-throated Swift


Aeronautes saxatalis
____ Great Swallow-tailed Swift 

Panyptila sanctihieronymi

Trochilidae (Hummingbirds)
____ Mexican Hermit - M  


Phaethornis mexicanus
This hermit, found in two disjunct populations on the western slope of the Sierra Madre Occidental, has been split from the long-billed hermit which is found from far southern Mexico (south of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec) to west Ecuador. 

____ Mexican Violetear


Colibri thalassinus

The Green Violetear has been split into this species, found from Central Mexico to Nicaragua, and the Lesser Violetear (C. cyanotus), found from Costa Rica to Bolivia.  The Mexican Violetear differs by being larger and having a blue patch on the breast.

____ Blue-capped Hummingbird - M 

Eupherusa cyanophrys
____ Dusky Hummingbird - M

Phaeoptila sordidus
____ Golden-crowned Emerald - M   
Cyanthus auriceps
____ Turquoise-crowned Hummingbird - M  Cynanthus doubledayi
Though the information in the Howell and Web book is over 20 years old, they made many splits that have “come true”, including the recent split of this species from the Broad-billed hummingbird (C. latirostris) found further north.

____ White-eared Hummingbird

Basilinna leucotis
____ Cinnamon Hummingbird

Amazilia rutila
____ Green-fronted Hummingbird - M
Leucolia viridifrons
____ Cinnamon-sided Hummingbird - M  
Leucolia viridifrons wagneri
The Cinnamon-sided Hummingbird remains a subspecies of the Green-fronted.  It’s found only on the Pacific slope of Oaxaca whereas the Green-fronted is found in the interior valley.

____ Berylline Hummingbird


Saucerottia beryllina
____ Blue-throated Mountain-gem    

Lampornis clemenciae
____ Amethyst-throated Mountain-gem
Lampornis amethystinus
The previous two species, both in the genus Lampornis, have congeneric cousins further south, from Chiapas to Central America, that have long been called Mountain-gems.  The new common name adds consistency.
____ Garnet-throated Hummingbird  

Lamprolaima rhami
____ Rivoli’s (Magnificent) Hummingbird
Eugenes fulgens
The widespread Magnificent Hummingbird has been split into this species, found from southern AZ to northern Nicaragua, and the Talamanca Hummingbird of the Chiriqui Highlands of Costa Rica and Panama.  There are genetic, plumage, size, and behavioral differences.
____ Plain-capped Starthroat           

Heliomaster constantii
____ Long-billed Starthroat
         

Heliomaster pallidiceps
____ Sparkling-tailed Hummingbird 

Tilmatura dupontii
____ Lucifer Hummingbird


Calothorax lucifer
____ Beautiful Hummingbird - M

Calothorax pulcher
____ Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Archilochus colubris
____ Bumblebee Hummingbird - M

Selasphorus heloisa
____ Broad-tailed Hummingbird   

Selasphorus platycercus
____ Rufous Hummingbird


Selasphorus rufus

GRUIFORMES
Rallidae (Rails and Crake)
____ Russet-naped Wood-Rail

Aramides albiventris

The widespread Gray-necked Wood-Rail (Aramides cajaneus), has been split into two species based largely on ranges and corresponding vocal differences.  The Russet-naped is found from southern Mexico to the Caribbean slope of Costa Rica.

____ Sora




Porzana carolina
____ Purple Gallinule



Porphyrio martinica
____ Common Gallinule


Gallinula galeata
____ American Coot



Fulica Americana

CHARADRIFORMES

Charadriidae (Plovers)
____ Black-bellied Plover


Pluvialis squatarola
____ Semipalmated Plover


Charadrius semipalmatus
____ Wilson's Plover



Charadrius wilsonia
____ Killdeer




Charadrius vociferus
____ Snowy Plover



Charadrius alexandrinus
____ Collared Plover



Charadrius collaris

Haematopodidae (Oystercatchers)
____ American Oystercatcher

Haematopus palliatus
Recurvirostridae (Stilts)
____ Black-necked Stilt


Himantopus mexicanus
____ American Avocet


Recurvirostra Americana

Scolopacidae (Shorebirds)
____ Wilson's Snipe



Gallinago delicata
____ Short-billed Dowitcher
 

Limnodromus griseus
____ Long-billed Dowitcher
 

Limnodromus scolopaceus
____ Marbled Godwit



Limosa fedoa
____ Whimbrel



Numenius phaeopus
____ Long-billed Curlew


Numenius americanus
____ Greater Yellowlegs


Tringa melanoleuca
____ Lesser Yellowlegs


Tringa flavipes
____ Solitary Sandpiper


Tringa solitaria
____ Spotted Sandpiper


Actitis macularia
____ Willet




Tringa semipalmatus
____ Ruddy Turnstone


Arenaria interpres
____ Sanderling



Calidris alba
____ Western Sandpiper


Calidris mauri
____ Least Sandpiper



Calidris minutilla
____ Pectoral Sandpiper


Calidris melanotos
____ Stilt Sandpiper



Calidris himantopus
____ Wilson's Phalarope


Phalaropus tricolor
Jacanidae (Jacanas)
____ Northern Jacana


Jacana spinosa
Laridae (Gulls and Terns)

Larinae
____ Parasitic Jaeger



Stercorarius parasiticus
____ Ring-billed Gull



Larus delawarensis
____ Laughing Gull



Larus atricilla
____ Heermann’s Gull


Larus heermanni
____ Yellow-footed Gull


Larus livens
Sterninae 
____ Gull-billed Tern



Gelochelidon nilotica
____ Caspian Tern



Hydroprogne caspia
____ Elegant Tern



Thalassius elegans
____ Sandwich Tern



Thalassius sandvicensis
____ Royal Tern



Thalassius maxima
____ Common Tern



Sterna hirundo
____ Forster's Tern



Sterna forsteri
____ Black Tern



Chlidonias niger

Rynchopidae (Skimmers)
____ Black Skimmer



Rynchops niger
 
PHAETHONTIFORMES
Phaethontidae (Tropicbirds)
____ Red-billed Tropicbird


Phaethon aethereus

PROCELLARIFORMES
Procellariidae (Shearwaters)
____ Pink-footed Shearwater


Puffinus creatopus
CICONIFORMES
Ciconiidae (Storks)
____ Wood Stork



Mycteria Americana

SULIFORMES
Fregatidae (Frigatebirds)
____ Magnificent Frigatebird   

Fregata magnificens

Sulidae (Boobies)
____ Brown Booby



Sula leucogaster

Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants)
____ Neotropic Cormorant


Phalacrocorax brasilianus

Anhingidae (Anhingas / Darters)
____ Anhinga




Anhinga anhinga
PELICANIFORMES

Pelecanidae (Pelicans)
____ American White Pelican  

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos
____ Brown Pelican



Pelecanus occidentalis

Ardeidae (Herons and Egrets)
____ Great Blue Heron


Ardea herodias
____ Great Egret



Ardea alba
____ Reddish Egret



Egretta rufescens
____ Tricolored Heron


Egretta tricolor
____ Little Blue Heron


Egretta caerulea
____ Snowy Egret



Egretta thula
____ Western Cattle Egret


Bubulcus ibis

Found worldwide, the Cattle Egret has been split into two species, Eastern and Western Cattle Egrets.  The Western Cattle Egret is found in the Americas, in Europe, and in Africa.

____ Green Heron



Butorides virescens
____ Black-crowned Night-Heron  

Nycticorax nycticorax
____ Yellow-crowned Night-Heron   

Nyctanassa violacea
____ Boat-billed Heron


Cochlearius cochlearius
____ Bare-throated Tiger-Heron  

Tigrisoma mexicanum
____ Least Bittern



Ixobrychus exilis
Threskiornithidae (Ibis and Spoonbills)
____ White Ibis



Eudocimus albus
____ White-faced Ibis



Plegadis chihi
____ Roseate Spoonbill


Platalea ajaja

CATHARTIFORMES
Cathartidae (New World Vultures)
____ Black Vulture



Coragyps atratus
____ Turkey Vulture



Cathartes aura

____ Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture

Caqthartes burrovianus
____ King Vulture



Sarcoramphus papa

ACCIPITRIFORMES
Pandionidae (Osprey)
____ Osprey




Pandion haliaetus

Accipitridae (Hawks and Eagles)
Elaninae



____ White-tailed Kite  


Elanus leucurus    
Gypaetinae
____ Hook-billed Kite   
Chondrohierax uncinatus    

   


Accipitrinae
____ Double-toothed Kite


Harpagus bidentatus
____ Northern Harrier



Circus cyaneus
____ Sharp-shinned Hawk


Accipiter striatus
____ Cooper's Hawk



Accipiter cooperii
____ Crane Hawk



Geranospiza caerulescens
____ Common Black Hawk
 

Buteogallus anthracinus
____ Great Black Hawk


Buteogallus urubitinga
____ Harris' Hawk



Parabuteo unicinctus
____ Solitary Eagle – very rare

Harpyhaliaetus solitarius
____ Roadside Hawk



Rupornis magnirostris
____ White-tailed Hawk


Geranoaetus albicaudatus
____ Gray Hawk



Buteo plagiatus
____ Broad-winged Hawk


Buteo platypterus
____ Short-tailed Hawk


Buteo brachyurus
____ Swainson's Hawk


Buteo swainsoni
____ Zone-tailed Hawk


Buteo albonotatus
____ Red-tailed Hawk


Buteo jamaicensis
____ Black Hawk-Eagle


Spizaetus tyrannus

STRIGIFOMES
Tytonidae (Tytonid Owls)
____ Barn Owl



Tyto alba

Strigidae (Typical Owls)
____ Middle American Screech-Owl

Megascops guatemalae

The former Vermiculated Screech-Owl, Megascops guatemalae, has been split into three species based on recent studies of vocalizations and genetics.  This species, found in Mexico and Central America, has retained the scientific name.
____ Whiskered Screech-Owl

Megascops trichopsis
____ Fulvous Owl – very rare in the Sierra Norte
Strix fulvescens
____ Mottled Owl



Strix virgata
____ Northern (Mountain) Pygmy-Owl
Glaucidium gnoma
____ Colima Pygmy-Owl - M


Glaucidium palmarum
____ Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl

Glaucidium brasilianum
____ Burrowing Owl



Athene cunicularia
TROGONIFOMES
Trogonidae (Trogons)
____ Citreoline Trogon - M


Trogon citreolus
____ Mountain Trogon


Trogon mexicanus
____ Collared Trogon



Trogon collaris
____ Elegant Trogon



Trogon elegans
CORACIFORMES

Alcedinidae (Kingfishers)
____ Belted Kingfisher


Ceryle alcyon
____ Ringed Kingfisher


Ceryle torquatus
____ Amazon Kingfisher


Chloroceryle amazona
____ Green Kingfisher


Chloroceryle Americana

Momotidae (Motmots)
____ Russet-crowned Motmot

Momotus mexicanus

PICIFORMES
Ramphastidae (Toucans)
____ Northern Emerald-Toucanet

Aulacorhynchus prasinus
The very widespread Emerald Toucanet has been split into this species, found from Mexico to western Panama, and the Southern Emerald Toucanet of South America.
Picidae (Woodpeckers)
____ Acorn Woodpecker
    

Melanerpes formicivorus
____ Golden-cheeked Woodpecker - M
Melanerpes chrysogenys 

____ Gray-breasted Woodpecker - M  
Melanerpes hypopolius
____ Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Sphyrapicus varius
____ Ladder-backed Woodpecker

Dryobates scalaris
____ Hairy Woodpecker


Dryobates villosus
____ Gray-crowned Woodpecker - M
Piculus auricularis
____ Northern Flicker



Colaptes auratus
____ Lineated Woodpecker


Dryocopus lineatus
____ Pale-billed Woodpecker 

Campephilus guatemalensis

Note that the sequence of following orders (Falconiformes and Psittaciformes) is a radical departure from the old taxonomy.  This is due to genetic studies (2006, 2008) that strongly support the relationship of these seemingly unrelated groups to the Passeriformes.

FALCONIFORMES
Falconidae (Falcons)
Herpetotherinae

____ Laughing Falcon


Herpetotheres cachinnans
____ Collared Forest-Falcon


Micrastur semitorquatus
Falconinae
____ Crested Caracara


Caracara plancus
____ American Kestrel


Falco sparverius
____ Merlin




Falco columbarius
____ Bat Falcon



Falco rufigularis
____ Peregrine Falcon


Falco peregrinus

____ Aplomado Falcon


Falco femoralis

PSITTACIFORMES
Psittacidae (Parrots)
____ Orange-fronted Parakeet

Eupsittula canicularis
____ White-fronted Parrot


Amazona albifrons
____ Lilac-crowned Parrot - M

Amazona finschi
____ Yellow-headed Parrot


Amazona oratrix

The following three species occur as uncommon “pet-trade escapees” in the Oaxaca Valley.

____ Nanday Parakeet  


Aratinga nenday   


____ Olive-throated Parakeet


Eupsittula nana
____ Red-lored Parrot


Amazona autumnalis
PASSERIFORMES

Suborder TYRANNI (SUBOSCINES)
Furnariidae (Ovenbirds)
Dendrocolaptinae
____ Olivaceous Woodcreeper     

Sittasomus griseicapillus
____ Strong-billed Woodcreeper

Xiphocolaptes promeropirhynchus
The race of the very widespread Strong-billed Woodcreeper found in the Sierra Madre north of the Isthmus of Tehuantepec is the only one of the many races with a very different vocalization from all others and may be a separate species.
____ Northern Barred-Woodcreeper

Dendrocolaptes sanctithomae
____ Ivory-billed Woodcreeper  

Xiphorhynchus flavigaster
____ White-striped Woodcreeper - M
Lepidocolaptes leucogaster 

____ Spot-crowned Woodcreeper

Lepidocolaptes affinis
Tityridae (Tityras and Becards)
____ Gray-collared Becard


Pachyramphus major
____ Rose-throated Becard


Pachyramphus aglaiae
____ Masked Tityra



Tityra semifasciata
Tyrannidae (Tyrant Flycatchers)
____ Northern Beardless-Tyrannulet

Camptostoma imberbe
____ Greenish Elaenia


Myiopagis viridicata
____ Eye-ringed Flatbill


Rhynchocyclus brevirostris
____ Pileated Flycatcher - M


Xenotriccus mexicanus 

____ Tufted Flycatcher


Mitrephanes phaeocercus
____ Olive-sided Flycatcher


Contopus cooperi
____ Greater Pewee



Contopus pertinax
____ Willow Flycatcher


Empidonax traillii
____ Yellow-bellied Flycatcher

Empidonax flaviventris
____ White-throated Flycatcher

Empidonax albigularis
____ Least Flycatcher


Empidonax minimus
____ Hammond's Flycatcher


Empidonax hammondii
____ Gray Flycatcher



Empidonax wrightii
____ Dusky Flycatcher


Empidonax oberholseri
____ Pine Flycatcher



Empidonax affinis
____ Western Flycatcher


Empidonax difficilis
In the late 1980s, this species was split into Pacific-slope and Cordilleran Flycatchers.  A 2023 study provided evidence that it remains a single species.  Along our route in southern Mexico, however, there remain vocal and habitat differences that we may encounter.

____ Buff-breasted Flycatcher

Empidonax fulvifrons
____ Black Phoebe



Sayornis nigricans
____ Say's Phoebe

                        Sayornis saya                                                                        
____ Vermilion Flycatcher


Pyrocephalus rubinus
____ Bright-rumped Attila


Attila spadiceus
____ Dusky-capped Flycatcher

Myiarchus tuberculifer
____ Ash-throated Flycatcher

Myiarchus cinerascens
____ Nutting's Flycatcher


Myiarchus nuttingi
____ Brown-crested Flycatcher

Myiarchus tyrannulus
____ Flammulated Flycatcher - M

Deltarhynchus flammulatus
____ Great Kiskadee



Pitangus sulphuratus
____ Boat-billed Flycatcher


Megarynchus pitangua
____ Social Flycatcher


Myiozetetes similis
____ Tropical Kingbird


Tyrannus melancholicus
____ Cassin's Kingbird


Tyrannus vociferans
____ Thick-billed Kingbird


Tyrannus crassirostris
____ Western Kingbird


Tyrannus verticalis
____ Scissor-tailed Flycatcher

Tyrannus forficatus

Suborder PASSERES (OSCINES) 

Laniidae (Shrikes)
____ Loggerhead Shrike


Lanius ludovicianus

Vireonidae (Vireos)
____ Slaty Vireo – M 



Vireo brevipennis
____ Mangrove Vireo



Vireo pallens
____ Bell's Vireo



Vireo atricapilla
____ Dwarf Vireo - M



Vireo nelsoni
____ White-eyed Vireo 


Vireo griseus
____ Yellow-throated Vireo


Vireo flavifrons
____ Plumbeous Vireo


Vireo plumbeus
____ Cassin's Vireo



Vireo cassinii
____ Blue-headed Vireo


Vireo solitarius
____ Hutton's Vireo



Vireo huttoni
____ Warbling Vireo



Vireo gilvus
____ Golden Vireo - M


Vireo hypochryseus 

____ Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo 

Vireolanius melitophrys

Corvidae (Jays, Crows, and Ravens)
____ Steller's Jay



Cyanocitta stelleri
____ White-throated Magpie-Jay

Calocitta formosa
____ Green Jay



Cyanocorax yncas
____ Dwarf Jay – M 



Cyanolyca nanus
____ Woodhouse’s Scrub-Jay

Aphelocoma woodhouseii
The interior form of the Western Scrub Jay, which differs in plumage, voice, behavior, and genetics from the coastal form (California Scrub Jay), has finally been split to this species.  The subspecies found in Oaxaca is A. w. sumichrasti, and it, too, is a candidate for a split.

____ Common Raven



Corvus corax

Alaudidae  (Larks)
____ Horned Lark



Eremophila alpestris

Hirundinidae (Swallows)
____ Gray-breasted Martin


Progne chalybea
____ Tree Swallow



Tachycineta bicolor
____ Mangrove Swallow


Tachycineta albilinea
____ Violet-green Swallow


Tachycineta thalassina
____ Northern Rough-winged Swallow
Stelgidopteryx serripennis
____ Bank Swallow



Riparia riparia
____ Cliff Swallow



Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
____ Barn Swallow



Hirundo rustica

Paridae (Titmice and Chickadees)
____ Mexican Chickadee


Poecile sclateri
____ Bridled Titmouse


Baeolophus wollweberi

Aegithalidae (Long-tailed Tits)
____ Bushtit




Psaltriparus minimus

Sittidae (Nuthatches)
____ White-breasted Nuthatch

Sitta carolinensis
Certhiidae (Treecreepers)
____ Brown Creeper



Certhia americana
Troglodytidae (Wrens)
____ Gray-barred Wren - M
  

Campylorhynchus megalopterus
____ Russet-naped Wren - M

Campylorhynchus humilis
The Rufous-naped Wren of southern Mexico and Central America has been split into three species.  This one is endemic to southwest Mexico and found from Colima to the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. 

____ Boucard's Wren - M


Campylorhynchus jocosus
____ Rock Wren



Salpinctes obsoletus
____ Canyon Wren



Catherpes mexicanus
____ Happy Wren – M


Thryothorus felix
____ Banded Wren



Thryothorus pleurostictus
____ Bewick's Wren



Thryomanes bewickii
____ Northern House Wren


Troglodytes aedon
The widespread (Alaska to Tierra del Fuego) House Wren has been split into no less than 7 species.  Five of these are Caribbean island endemics.  The Northern House Wren has most of Mexico and ALL of the US and Canada to itself.

____ Gray-breasted Wood-Wren

Henicorhina leucophrys

Polioptilidae (Gnatcatchers)
____ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher


Polioptila caerulea
____ White-lored Gnatcatcher

Polioptila albiloris

Cinclidae (Dippers)
____ American Dipper


Cinclus mexicanus

Regulidae (Kinglets)
____ Ruby-crowned Kinglet


Regulus calendula

Turdidae (Thrushes)
____ Eastern Bluebird


Sialia sialis
____ Brown-backed Solitaire


Myadestes occidentalis
____ Orange-billed Nightingale-Thrush
Catharus aurantiirostris
____ Russet Nightingale-Thrush - M

Catharus occidentalis
____ Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush 
Catharus frantzii
____ Swainson's Thrush


Catharus ustulatus
____ Hermit Thrush



Catharus guttatus

____ Wood Thrush



Hylocichla mustelina
____ Clay-colored Thrush


Turdus grayi

____ White-throated Thrush


Turdus assimilis
____ Rufous-backed Robin – M

Turdus rufopalliatus
____ American Robin



Turdus migratorius
____ Aztec Thrush - M


Ridgwayia pinicola
Mimidae (Mockingbirds and Thrashers)
____ Gray Catbird



Dumetella carolinensis
____ Northern Mockingbird


Mimus polyglottos
____ Ocellated Thrasher – M


Toxostoma ocellatum
____ Curve-billed Thrasher


Toxostoma curvirostre
____ Blue Mockingbird – M 


Melanotis caerulescens
Motacillidae (Pipits)
____ American Pipit



Anthus rubescens

Ptilogonatidae (Silky-Flycatchers) 
____ Gray Silky-flycatcher


Ptiliogonys cinereus 
Bombycillidae (Waxwings)
____ Cedar Waxwing



Bombycilla cedrorum

Passeridae (Old World Sparrows)
____ House Sparrow



Passer domesticus
Peucedramidae 
____ Olive Warbler



Peucedramus taeniatus
Fringillidae (Finches)

Fringillinae
____ House Finch



Carpodacus mexicanus
____ Red Crossbill



Loxia curvirostra
____ Black-headed Siskin


Spinus notata
____ Lesser Goldfinch


Spinus psaltria
____ Hooded Grosbeak


Coccothraustes abeillei
____ Evening Grosbeak


Coccothraustes vespertina
Euphoninae
____ West Mexican Euphonia - M

Euphonia godmani
Recently split from the Scrub Euphonia, this “new” Mexican endemic is found only on the Pacific slope from Sonora to Oaxaca. 

____ Elegant Euphonia


Euphonia elegantissima

Passerellidae (Sparrows)
____ Rufous-capped Brushfinch – M

Atlapetes pileatus
____ Chestnut-capped Brushfinch

Arremon brunneinucha
____ Olive Sparrow



Arremonops rufivirgatus
____ Rusty-crowned Ground-Sparrow - M   
Melozone kieneri

____ White-throated Towhee - M

Melozone albicollis
____ Collared Towhee - M


Pipilo ocai
____ Spotted Towhee



Pipilo maculates
____ Botteri's Sparrow


Peaucaea botterii
____ Bridled Sparrow – M


Peaucaea mystacalis
____ Oaxaca Sparrow – M


Aimophila notosticta
____ Rusty Sparrow



Aimophila rufescens
____ Chipping Sparrow


Spizella passerina
____ Clay-colored Sparrow


Spizella pallida
____ Vesper Sparrow



Pooecetes gramineus
____ Lark Sparrow



Chondestes grammacus
____ Savannah Sparrow


Passerculus sandwichensis
____ Grasshopper Sparrow


Ammodramus savannarum
____ Lincoln's Sparrow


Melospiza lincolnii
____ Yellow-eyed Junco


Junco phaeonotus
____ Common Chlorospingus      

Chlorospingus ophthalmicus
Icteriidae

____ Yellow-breasted Chat


Icteria virens
  

This species, long thought to be different from true wood-warblers, has been determined (especially with genetics) to be unique enough to warrant its own family.
Icteridae (Blackbirds)
____ Red-winged Blackbird


Agelaius phoeniceus
____ Eastern Meadowlark


Sturnella magna
____ Melodious Blackbird


Dives dives
____ Great-tailed Grackle


Quiscalus mexicanus
____ Bronzed Cowbird


Molothrus aeneus
____ Brown-headed Cowbird


Molothrus ater
____ Spot-breasted Oriole


Icterus pectoralis
____ Altamira Oriole



Icterus gularis
____ Streak-backed Oriole


Icterus pustulatus
____ Hooded Oriole



Icterus cucullatus
____ Baltimore Oriole



Icterus galbula
____ Bullock's Oriole



Icterus bullockii

____ Black-backed Oriole – M

Icterus abeillei
____ Orchard Oriole



Icterus spurius
____ Black-vented Oriole


Icterus wagleri
____ Audubon's Oriole


Icterus graduacauda
____ Scott's Oriole



Icterus parisorum
____ Yellow-winged Cacique - M

Cacicus melanicterus
Parulidae (Wood Warblers)
____ Ovenbird



Seiurus aurocapilla

____ Worm-eating Warbler


Helmitheros vermivorus
____ Northern Waterthrush


Parkesia noveboracensis
____ Louisiana Waterthrush


Parkesia motacilla
____ Black-and-white Warbler

Mniotilta varia
____ Prothonotary Warbler


Protonotaria citrea
____ Crescent-chested Warbler

Oreothlypis superciliosa
____ Tennessee Warbler


Oreothlypis peregrina
____ Orange-crowned Warbler

Oreothlypis celata
____ Nashville Warbler


Oreothlypis ruficapilla
____ Virginia's Warbler


Oreothlypis virginiae
____ Lucy’s Warbler



Oreothlypis luciae
____ Common Yellowthroat


Geothlypis trichas
____ Gray-crowned Yellowthroat

Geothlypis poliocephala
____ MacGillivray's Warbler


Geothlypis tolmiei
____ Hooded Yellowthroat – M 

Geothlypis nelsoni
____ American Redstart


Setophaga ruticilla
____ Northern Parula



Setophaga americana
____ Tropical Parula



Setophaga pitiayumi
____ Yellow Warbler



Setophaga petechia
____ Chestnut-sided Warbler


Setophaga pensylvanica
____ Magnolia Warbler


Setophaga magnolia
____ Yellow-rumped Warbler


Setophaga coronata
____ Black-throated Gray Warbler

Setophaga nigrescens
____ Black-throated Green Warbler

Setophaga virens
____ Townsend's Warbler


Setophaga townsendi
____ Hermit Warbler



Setophaga occidentalis
____ Yellow-throated Warbler

Setophaga dominica
____ Grace's Warbler



Setophaga graciae
____ Fan-tailed Warbler


Basileutruuis lachrymosa
____ Golden-crowned Warbler

Basileuterus culicivorus
____ Rufous-capped Warbler


Basileuterus rufifrons
____ Golden-browed Warbler

Basileuterus belli
____ Wilson's Warbler


Cardellina pusilla
____ Red-faced Warbler


Cardellina rubrifrons
____ Red Warbler – M


Cardellina ruber
____ Painted Redstart


Myioborus pictus
____ Slate-throated Redstart


Myioborus miniatus
Cardinalidae (Cardinals and Grosbeaks)
____ Red-crowned Ant-Tanager

Habia rubica
____ Hepatic Tanager


Piranga flava
____ Summer Tanager


Piranga rubra 
____ Western Tanager


Piranga ludoviciana
____ Flame-colored Tanager


Piranga bidentata
____ White-winged Tanager


Piranga leucoptera

____ Red-headed Tanager – M

Piranga erythrocephala
____ Northern Cardinal


Cardinalis cardinalis
____ Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Pheucticus ludovicianus
____ Black-headed Grosbeak

Pheucticus melanocephalus

____ Red-breasted Chat – M


Granatellus venustus
____ Blue Bunting



Cyanocompsa parellina
____ Blue Grosbeak



Passerina caerulea
____ Indigo Bunting



Passerina cyanea
____ Varied Bunting



Passerina versicolor
____ Painted Bunting



Passerina ciris
____ Orange-breasted Bunting - M

Passerina leclancherii
____ Dickcissel



Spiza Americana
Thraupidae (Tanagers)
____ Blue-gray Tanager


Thraupis episcopus
____ Red-legged Honeycreeper

Cyanerpes cyaneus

____ Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer     
Diglossa baritula
____ Yellow-faced Grassquit


Tiaris olivacea
____ Cinnamon-bellied Saltator

Saltator grandis
The widespread Grayish Saltator has been split into three species.  The Cinnamon-bellied Saltator is found in Mexico and Central America.  The other two, Olivaceous and Bluish-Gray Saltators, are found in South America.

____ Black-headed Saltator


Saltator atriceps
Recent taxonomic work, largely involving DNA, has shown that the previous two species (which were once thought to be Tanagers, then Cardinals/Grosbeaks, then held in limbo awaiting further work), have finally been determined to be true Tanagers.  Considering the number of species and the diversity within this family, this isn’t surprising.

Following the SACC, genetic data have revolutionized our understanding of what constitutes a true tanager more so than for any other New World family.  The following species, formerly placed in separate families, have been found to be part of the very diverse Thraupidae.

____ Blue-black Grassquit


Volatinia jacarina
____ Cinnamon-rumped Seedeater - M
Sporophila torqueola
Based on range, plumage, vocal, and genetic differences, the widespread White-collared Seedeater has been split into two species.  The Cinnamon-rumped Seedeater is found in west Mexico from Sonora to Oaxaca.  The Morelet’s Seedeater is found on the Gulf and Caribbean slopes of Mexico and Central America.  

____ Ruddy-breasted Seedeater

Sporophila minuta
Several other animals that we sometimes see in Oaxaca are;

____ American Crocodile


Crocodilus americana

____ Green Iguana



Iguana iguana
____ Spiny-tailed Iguana


Ctenosaura pectinata
____ Whiptail Lizard



Cnemidophorus sp.

____ Spiny Lizard



Sceloporus sp.
____ Long-tailed Spiny Lizard

Sceloporous siniferus
____ Striped / Brown Basilisk


Basilicsus basiliscus
____ House Gecko



Hemidactylus frenatus
____ Marine / Cane Toad


Rhinella marinus


____ Mexican Mud Turtle


Kinosternon integrum
____ Gray sac-winged Bat 


Balantiopteryx plicata 
____ Eastern Cottontail


Sylvagus floridanus
____ White-sided Jackrabbit


Lepus callotis
____ Mexican Red-bellied Squirrel

Sciurus aureogaster
____ Southern River Otter


Lontra longicaudis

____ Pygmy spotted skunk 


Spilogale pygmaea
____ Humpback Whale


Megaptera novaengliae
Though July – September is the peak butterfly season in Oaxaca, we usually see some nice ones in December and January;

___ Giant Swallowtail
___ Magnificent / Avocado Swallowtail
___ Two-tailed Swallowtail
___ Mexican Dartwhite
___ Large Orange Sulphur
___ Dainty Sulphur
___ Mexican Yellow
___ Southern Dogface
___ Marine Blue
___ Reakirt’s Blue
___ Common Blue
___ Monarch (non-migratory)

___ Cloud Forest Monarch

___ Queen

___ Malachite
___ Blomfield’s Beauty

___ Stoplight Catone
___ White Morpho
___ Blue Morpho
___ Pine Satyr
___ White-rayed Patch

___ Julia

___ Mexican Silverspot
___ Gulf Fritillary

___ Erato Heliconian
___ Mexican Heliconian
___ Tiger Heliconian
___ Zebra Longwing
___ Tiger Leafwing
___ White-spotted Prepona
___ Common Buckeye
___ Tropical Buckeye
___ Common Banner

___ Tailed Cecropian

___ Orion
___ Reddish Mapwing
___ Painted Lady
___ American Lady
___ Crimson Patch 

___ Anna’s 88
___ Orange-striped 88
___ Elf
___ Guatemalan Cracker
___ Rusty-tipped Page

___ Banded Peacock

___ White Peacock
___ Many-banded Daggerwing
___ Long-tailed Skipper sp.
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