
ver the past five years, sand has been gathering along Elsie Roemer Bird Sanctuary in Alameda, 
forming a sand bar past its protective fence. Adjacent to the sanctuary, lies 2.5 miles of man-made 

beach. 
While we don’t know how exactly the sediment dynamics work near the sanctuary, it appears to be an 

hourglass of sorts—sand from Crown Memorial State Beach trickles past a choke point (a concrete groin) 
and inches its way southeast. 

O

CONTINUED on page 3

A BIRD SANCTUARY AND 
THE SANDS OF TIME
by ryan nakano

American Avocets.
Rick Lewis
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NEWS BRIEFS

Point Molate is Officially Preserved  
Park Land 
In late August, the East Bay Regional Park District 
(EBRPD) officially announced its completion of the 
process to acquire 82 acres at Point Molate in the 
city of Richmond. After decades of advocating as a 
part of the Point Molate Alliance, GGBA is excited 
to see this project come to fruition. 

Newest Board Member - Cathy Bleier 
We are excited to welcome Cathy Bleier, GGBA’s 
Richmond Initiative Committee Chair, to the 
board. Bringing a strong background in coalition 
building within the conservation field and decades 
of fighting to protect crucial habitat in California, 
Cathy will continue to bring her valuable insight to 
GGBA. 

First Bird-Safe City Building in Berkeley 
If you haven’t visited the Willard Park Clubhouse 
in Berkeley yet, you should. As the first new 
building built with bird-safe windows in the city of 
Berkeley since the Bird-Safe Building Ordinance 
went into effect, the community center is not only 
environmentally responsible but a great place for 
families and the next generation. 

IS GOLDEN GATE BIRD ALLIANCE A BIRDING CLUB? 
NOT REALLY. 

by glenn phillips, executive director

his September, Golden Gate Bird 
Alliance reached a remarkable mile-

stone: we offered 35 field trips in a single 
month. That’s more than one opportunity 
every day to get outdoors, connect with oth-
ers, and—most importantly—connect with 
birds. But while this milestone may look 
like the mark of a thriving birding club, 
GGBA is not, in fact, a birding club.

We are a conservation organization. Our 
mission is to protect Bay Area birds and 
their habitats. Part of our theory of change 
is simple but powerful: the more people 
who experience the joy of birding, the more 
advocates we create for the birds who need 
our help.

And it’s working. In the last twelve 
months, 1,095 unique individuals have par-
ticipated in our field trips. Together, they’ve 
joined us across 310 field trips—not to men-
tion shoreline cleanups, habitat restoration 
days, adult classes, and other educational 
events. Each one of these encounters repre-
sents not just a moment of discovery, but a 
step toward building a stronger community 
of bird advocates.

Our commitment to inclusivity and 
accessibility continues to expand with the 
introduction of new initiatives. Bird Curi-
ous, launched last year, is designed for 
people who are brand new to birding—folks 
who may not own binoculars or know a 

“Bird curious” birders gather at the San Francisco Botanical Garden.
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chickadee from a cormorant. The program 
lowers the barriers to entry, offering guided 
experiences where curiosity is the only 
prerequisite.

We also introduced Flock Together 
Birding Meet-ups, a series built to create 
community among newer birders. These 
gatherings emphasize camaraderie as much 
as identification skills, helping participants 
gain confidence while building friendships. 
By cultivating a welcoming space, we’re 
ensuring that birding—and by extension, 
bird advocacy—belongs to everyone.

Our traditional field trips, led by expert 
volunteer guides, remain the backbone of 
our programs. But with new offerings like 
Bird Curious and Flock Together, we are 
deliberately broadening our reach. Each 
person who comes to one of our programs is 
a potential voice for conservation, whether 
they go on to write letters to policymakers, 
join habitat restoration projects, or simply 
share their enthusiasm with friends and 
neighbors.

Birds need all of us. In an era when 
habitat loss, climate change, and other 
pressures are reshaping the natural world, 
the circle of people who care enough to act 
must continue to grow. At GGBA, every 
field trip, every cleanup, and every educa-
tional program is a step toward that future.

So when someone asks if we are a bird-
ing club, the answer is clear: not really. We 
are something more. We are a community 
united by birds, working to ensure their 
songs continue to fill our skies for genera-
tions to come, for the betterment of the 
entire planet. If you’ve attended a field 
trip, but not yet participated in advocacy 
or restoration work, let this be your call to 
action!
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BIRD SANCTUARY from page 1

In August of this year, two individuals 
took their electric dirtbikes onto the devel-
oping sand bar, flushing at least two Least 
Terns, an endangered species with a breed-
ing colony on the northern end of the island. 

The incident was reported to Golden 
Gate Bird Alliance’s listserv, and GGBA’s 
Friends of the Alameda Wildlife Reserve 
(FAWR) committee responded by reaching 
out to the City of Alameda’s Public Works 
Department.

Over the past two years, there have been 
29 police reports in total documenting 
humans as well as off-leash dogs within the 
restricted area. 

As bird conservationists, these incidents 
are alarming. 

The Elsie Roemer Bird Sanctuary, is after 
all, supposed to be just that, a sanctuary—a 
sacred place of refuge for wildbirds, includ-
ing endangered species like the California 
Least Tern and Western Snowy Plover. 

Along the sanctuary’s perimeter a fence 
and signs identify the area as a bird sanc-
tuary, reminding the public to respect the 
space by keeping themselves and their dogs 
at a safe distance.

In addition, rogue signage recently 
appeared along the trail running southeast 
of the sanctuary, stating “...Stay off this 
beach, don’t scare the birds away or trample 
sensitive vegetation.”

Only time will tell if these efforts keep 
people out of the protected area, but what 
of the sand itself? Does it benefit or harm 
habitat potential?

Here is where things get a little messy.
Back in 2013, during the first phase of the 

Robert W. Crown Memorial State Beach 
Restoration Project, the East Bay Regional 
Park District (EBRPD) placed 82,600 
cubic yards of sand along the shoreline of 
Alameda just west of the Elsie Roemer Bird 
Sanctuary, to replenish the artificial beach 
originally created in 1958. 

In 2014, a small population of Western 
Snowy Plovers were observed overwin-
tering along the restored stretch of beach 
just north of the sanctuary, an endangered 
species that had not been seen along the 
shoreline in decades. 

Three years later, EBRPD completed 

FEATURES

Over the past two years, there have been 29 police reports in 
total documenting humans as well as off-leash dogs within the 
restricted area.

Elsie Roemer Bird Sanctuary.
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the second phase of the beach restoration 
project including a 100-foot extension of the 
pre-existing concrete groin and the replace-
ment of non-native iceplant with Grindelia 
to support wetland habitat.

Over time, the separation between beach 
and sanctuary has blurred despite the groin. 

What does this mean for the birds of 
Elsie Roemer? According to EBRPD Wild-
life Biologist David “Doc Quack” Riensche, 
it depends on the species and how much the 
sand develops. 

“On the one hand, some sand deposits 
and high tide berms are great because it 
will cushion wave energy getting right up to 
roosting habitat for birds, and there could be 
much more sand out there to support West-
ern Snowy Plovers,” David Riensche said. 
“On the other hand some birds will lose out 
on mudflat habitat.” 

According to Riensche, the biggest threat 
to birds at Elsie Roemer are the nonnative 
plant species that could end up taking over 
the sand.

Beginning in 2005, there was an effort 
to restore the mudflat by removing invasive 
Spartina. Once removed, the Invasive Spar-
tina Project planted native Pacific cordgrass 
aka Spartina Foliosa which successfully 
established itself in 2015. Unfortunately, sand 
has since submerged the native cordgrass.

So what does the future look like for 
Elsie Roemer Bird Sanctuary? 

Addressing sea level rise, with a pro-
jected 1-foot increase as soon as 2040, 
the City of Alameda recently proposed 
the “Alameda South Shore Beach Area 
Concept Design Project” to the California 
State Coastal Conservancy for Measure 
AA funding. 

According to the project proposal, 
nature-based solutions such as large 
woody debris are planned to retain Alam-
eda Beach. Meanwhile, the placement 
of cobble and gravel sill is presented as a 
means to stave off erosion of the pre-exist-
ing marsh habitat at the sanctuary. 

These potential strategies in addition 
to intertidal improvements like offshore 
eelgrass beds at Elsie Roemer, shows the 
city’s intent to protect both human and 
avian residents alike.

Importantly, the concept design project 
includes hydrology and geomorphology 
studies to help determine the current tidal 
action and sediment dynamics of the area.

As humans continue to enter the fenced 
off sanctuary, sand continues to spill over 
into mudflat, and as the city of Alameda 
prepares for impending sea level rise, 
Golden Gate Bird Alliance will advocate 
for this critical bird habitat.
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his fall migration, Golden Gate Bird 
Alliance launched a Lights Out for 

Birds campaign asking the greater Bay Area 
community to minimize light usage at night 
to prevent migratory birds from changing 
their traditional migratory pathways and 
unnecessarily meeting the threats of our 
dense urban environment. 

As a bird conservation organization based 
in the urban cityscape of Berkeley, CA, the 
issue of artificial light at night (ALAN) and 
its impact on migratory birds is not new to 
GGBA. 

In fact, in 2008, under the leadership 
of GGBA’s former Director of Conserva-
tion Noreen Weeden, the organization ran 
a robust pilot program in San Francisco, 
encouraging lights out practices from build-
ing owners, management companies, and 
tenants, as well as orchestrating volunteers 
to monitor fatal bird collisions with build-
ings downtown.

It’s currently estimated that over one 
billion birds die from building collisions 
every year in the United States. In addition, 
recent studies show a strong correlation 
between high levels of skyglow produced by 
artificial light and higher densities of birds 
stopping in these areas during their migra-
tory journeys. 

These two realities, compounded by 
additional threats birds face once in our 
urban environment, including predation by 
cats, pollution, and food scarcity, continue 
to be central arguments for “going lights out” 
at night during spring and fall migration 

THE SOVEREIGNTY IN KEEPING DARK SKIES
by ryan nakano

t
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periods, but they are not the only reasons.
In May 2025, a short article published 

by the American Astronomical Society, 
illuminated a less explored consequence of 
rising light pollution—the loss of traditional 
ecological knowledge and indigenous food 
sovereignty. 

Written by Alejandra Meza, Aparna Ven-
katesan, and John C. Barentine, the article 
“Impacts of Rising Lights Pollution on Pol-
linators and Indigenous Food Sovereignty”, 
cites an example of light installations along 
the Arizona-Mexico border potentially dis-
rupting a migratory route used by half of all 
North American breeding bird species. 

According to the paper, these potential 
disruptions to pollinator populations and 
migratory routes pose a threat to indigenous 
food sovereignty, as individual tribal com-
munities depend on these populations and 
their species specific routes to be “stable 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Christmas Bird Counts
This year you have the opportunity to help 
us count birds and contribute critical bird 
conservation data through three separate 
Christmas Bird Count events—Oakland 
on Sunday, December 14; SF on Monday, 
December 29; and Richmond on Saturday, 
January 3. Learn more by visiting our website 
at goldengatebirdalliance.org/cbc.

Christmas Bird Count Trainings
Interested in participating in the Christmas 
Bird Count for the first time? We have two 
non-mandatory training sessions about this 
annual tradition, its conservation implications, 
and how one exactly “counts birds”. Join us in 
Berkeley on November 22 or SF on November 
23. Learn more by visiting our website at 
goldengatebirdalliance.org/cbc.

Fire Restoration and Resiliency along the 
Carquinez Strait
Join us and East Bay Regional Park District for 
our first ever fire resiliency and habitat restoration 
program at the Scenic Fire Site along the Carquinez 
Overlook Loop Trail on Friday, November 14 from 
9:30-11:30am. Visit EBRPD’s volunteer program 
page at: https://ebrpd.samaritan.com/custom/501/
volunteer_home.

Lake Merritt.

over time and long distances”. 
“Indigenous food sovereignty relates to the 

way that indigenous cultural groups choose 
to sustain themselves. Each community has 
its own version and expectations,” co-author 
of the article Alejandra Meza shared with 
GGBA. “In researching for this paper we 
looked primarily at groups in North America 
and found that the cultural knowledge these 
groups have kept alive inherently involve 
practices of sustainability.”

In short, these decentralized models for 
sustainable food production require stable 
environmental cycles in order to remain via-
ble options for these communities. 

“In the subtext of the paper is a focus on 
the word ‘sovereignty’. This issue of light 
pollution is a microcosm of the much larger 
issue of colonization, “co-author and former 
Director of International Dark Sky Asso-
ciation John C Barentine explained. “Many 
native groups are now seeing the effects of 
light pollution, which is not of their own 
making. They weren’t consulted when cities 
and states made their policies about this and 
now everything from their food sovereignty, 
night sky quality, folklore, and oral traditions 
are at risk.”

Concluding the article, the authors cite 
the recent literature regarding the negative 
impact of ALAN on the “library of indige-
nous knowledge systems” found in dark skies. 

The call for going “Lights Out” is not only 
about conserving birds, other wildlife, and 
energy, its also a call to conserve traditional 
lifeways. 
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ndia Basin Shoreline Park is a relatively new and 
expanding city park on the southeast waterfront 

in San Francisco. This is one of my favorite spots to 
conduct a quick scan of shorebirds on the mudflats as 
I have watched this small park improve tremendously 
over the past decade. The new bay trails connecting 
India Basin and Heron’s Head parks have turned this 
spot into the most accessible place in the city to see 
shorebirds up close. 

Best as a 20-minute stop to check the mudflats, or 
as a 90-minute walk to Heron’s Head and back, India 
Basin is only worth visiting at low or falling tide when 
the mudflats, visible right from the parking spots, are 
exposed. 

For most of the year (except summer) you can 
observe a small selection of both resident and migrant 
shorebirds from the paved pathway. The flats often have 
a few of everything—Willets, Whimbrels, yellowlegs, 
curlews, avocets, stilts, Killdeer, various plovers, as well 
as the smaller sandpipers. The birds shuttle back and 
forth between Heron’s Head and India Basin, preferring 
the India Basin mudflats at low tide. A resident pair of 
Black Oystercatchers and about eight wintering Spotted 

Sandpipers can be found on the rocks. 
Winter brings in flocks of Least Sandpipers that usu-

ally contain a few Dunlin and Western Sandpipers. Also, 
look for large rafts of scoters, scaup and wigeons on the 
water and a large number of Short-billed (Mew) Gulls. 
In summer there are always a few Forster’s and Caspian 
Terns feeding on the bay, and once or twice a year you 
might witness an incursion of California Least Terns—
an endangered subspecies thriving at their breeding 
colonies across the bay in Alameda. 

This area is undergoing tremendous positive changes 
as the City of San Francisco continues its multi-year proj-
ect to expand the park in this historically underserved 
neighborhood. When Phase 2 of the new park opened 
in Summer 2024, we were immediately rewarded with 
a second mudflat that now fills with shorebirds at low-
tide. Phase 3 of the project is even more ambitious, with 
planned new fishing piers and sports fields. 

I worry that construction could change the hydrology 
of the basin and disrupt the current mudflats. But in the 
long-term, the extension of the park and bay trails will 
only lead to enhanced opportunities for wildlife viewing 
in this post-industrial corner of our city.

INDIA BASIN SHORELINE PARK 
by aaron maizlish

Hunters Point 
Boulevard and 
Hawes Street
San Francisco, CA 
94124

This area is 
undergoing 
tremendous 
positive 
changes.

i 

Have a favorite birding site you’d like to share? Contact rnakano@goldengatebirds.org.

BAY AREA HOTSPOT

India Basin Shoreline Park (Wikimedia) and Great Egret 
(Allen Chase). 

mailto:rnakano@goldengatebirds.org
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Thank you for being a part of our donor and member community. We are deeply appreciative of every 
individual, business and organization that supports Golden Gate Bird Alliance. In this issue we recognize 
our new members from September 2024–August 2025 and all of our major donors from the past year.

DONATIONS

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Major Donors

$10,000+
Estate of Linda Devigne, 
Estate of Susan Diridoni and 
Satoru Fujii, Kenneth Hillan 
and Duncan Robertson

$5,000-$9,999
Linda Agerter and Richard 
Judd, Mary Betlach, 
Susan Mary Consey, 
Karen Rosenbaum and 
Ben McClinton, William 
Schoenherr, Edward and 
Ellen Vine, Pat Kirkpatrick 
and Sid Wolinsky

$2,500-$4,999
Chris and Gary Bard, Cathy 
Bleier and Peter Meyer, 
Jennifer Braun and Raymond 
J. Ryan, Jane Freeman, 
Patricia Greene, Bob Hallet, 
Derek and Cristina Heins, 
Lisa Houghton, Linda Jacobs 
and Paula Hyman, Susan 
MacWhorter, Miles and 
Mel McKey, David Mostardi 
and Arlene Baxter, John 
and Hortensia Nelson, Eric 
Schroeder and Susan Palo, 
Sandra Tsui and Finley 
Harmes

$1,000-$2,499
Susan Abby, Regina and 
Ralph Anavy, Mark and 
Mary Ashby, Carol Baird & 
Alan Harper, Maria Baird 
and George Cotsirilos, 
Jr., Penny and Bill Barron, 
Johanna and Thomas K 
Baruch, Caryn Bern, Donna 
Borden, Deborah Brown, 
Andrea Burhoe, John 
Callaway and Trisha Cruse, 
Bonnie McGregor and Rich 
Chambers, Minder Cheng, 
Jean Conner, Laura Cremin 
and Mark Gallivan, Carol 
Donohoe, James Eldred, 
Angie Geiger and David 
Monedero, Clara Gerdes 
and Ken Greenberg, Mick 
Griffin and Christina Malek, 
Gustavo Houghton, Anne 
Jennings, Sally and Phillip 
Kipper, Gudrun Kleist, Annis 
and Nick Kukulan, Liz and 
Larry Kuo, Maureen Lahiff, 
Robert Lawrence, Anne 
Leong, Michelle MacKenzie, 
Gloria Markowitz and Ken 
Ackerman, Ernest McNabb, 
Sallie Olsen, Denny and 
Merrily Parker, George S 
Peyton, Thomas Phillips, 
Mary Porter, Megan and Rick 
Prelinger, Laurel Przybylski, 
Kathy and Corey Raffel, 
Maryann Rainey, Carolyn J 
Reese, Michael Reyes, Helen 
McKenna & Allan Ridley, 
James and Nita Roethe, 
Ruth Rogow, Leslie Rose and 
Alan Ramo, Pepi Ross, Anne 
Ruffino, John Schloendorn, 

Jacqueline Smalley, Linda 
Selph, Chris Swarth, Chris 
Tarr & Kevin Donahue, Laura 
Thomson, Linda Thurston, 
Liz Varnhagen, Mary Wand, 
Steven Weissman and Laura 
Mahanes, Mary Wheeler, 
Stephen and Karen Wiel, 
Viviana Wolinsky, Edward 
Zhou, Samuel Zuckerman 

Memorial 
Contributions
James Cunradi in memory 
of Ida Cunradi, David 
Franklin in memory of 
Edward Franklin, Patricia 
Kollias in memory of Gail 
MacDonald, Linda De Lucchi 
in memory of Larry Malone, 
Frank Wiswell in memory 
of Jim Moda, Judy Kriege 
in memory of Ruth Parker, 
Pamela Magnuson-Peddle 
in memory of Courtney A. 
Peddle, Deborah W Brown in 
memory of Michael Stevens, 
Jamie Marantz in memory 
Jeanne 

In Honor Of 
Contributions
Kathryn Dann in honor of Su 
Cox and Kathy Keyes, Allison 
Dang in honor of Janette 
Dang, Stan Katz in honor 
of Rachel Katz, Bob Hirt in 
honor of George Peyton, 
Ernest McNabb in honor of 
Riki Rafner, Linda Wertheim 
in honor of Sara Segal

Corporate 
Contributions
Adobe, Alvaro’s Adventures, 
Apple Matching Gifts 
Program, Applied Materials 
Foundation, Bay Nature 
Institute, Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, Birding Ecotours, 
LLC, California Native 
Plant Society - Santa Clara 
Valley Chapter, Chevron, 
Conservation Society of 
California DBA The Oakland 
Zoo, Disability Rights 
Education and Defense 
Fund, El Cerrito High School 
Birding Club, Electronic 
Arts, Found Image Press, 
GAP Inc, Google Inc., Levi 
Strauss Foundation, Maynard 
P. and Katherine Z. Buehler 
Foundation Fund, McDougall 
Charitable Fund, Midvale 
Foundation, Morehouse 
Family 2016 Fund, Orinda 
Valley Garden Club, Palo 
Rackley Charitable Fund, 
Piedmont Garden Club, 
Safari West, Inc., Salesforce.
com Foundation, The 
David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation, UCD Supply 
Chain Management, Wells 
Fargo Foundation, Yard 
Stick PBC

Grants
Flora Family Foundation, 
Joseph and Vera Long 
Foundation, Maynard P. 
and Katherine Z. Buehler 
Foundation Fund, National 
Audubon Society, 
SPRAWLDEF, Temper of 
the Times, The Kimball 
Foundation, YES Nature to 
Neighborhoods

New Members
Carol Abdelfattah, Crystal 
Acevedo, Laura Alie, Laura 
Altieri, Pablo Alvarez 
Yanez, Lauren Anderson, 
Mark Ashby, Catherine 
Atcheson, Vicky Atkinson, 
David Azevedo, Pamela 
Barnes, Kirsten Barrere, 
Maia Barrow, Roberta 
Bednar, Andrea Bennett, 
Julie Biberstein, Chiron 
Bidgel, Ian Bishop, David 
Blacker, Erendira Blanco 
Castano, Kathleen Bliss, 
Carole Bloomstein, Doris 
Blumenfeld, Margaret Bogle, 
Caroline Boyden, Jennifer 
Braun, Stephen Brekke, Ly 
Bremer, Bree Brown, Mollie 
Brown, Kevis Brownson, Katy 
Burns, Carrie Burroughs, 
Mary Butterwick, Felicity 
Buxton, Theresa Calpotura, 
Maddie Campbell, Max 
Cannon, Jackie Care, 
Elaine M. Caret, Marcy 
Carpenter, John Carper, 
Anne Chambers, Cristina 
Chan, Justin Chang, Zoe 
Chen, Jeannette Chiappone, 
Young Whan Choi, Ryan 
Church, Daniel Clanon, 
MaryAnn Clark, Paul Clarke, 
Cristal Colmenarez, Dana 
Cox, Alice Cravens, Mary 
Evelyn Crook, Saul Cuevas-
Landeros, Christopher 
Cunningham, Lyra D’Souza, 
Ofir Davidovich, Fania Davis, 
Jupiter Davis, Gina De La 
Cruz, Celeste De Martini, 
Christopher DeLorenzo, 
Jan Deming, Lisa Dettmer, 
Jennifer Diamond, Michael 
Dias, David Dickens, Cari 
Dighton, Camden Dodik, 
David Donnenfield, Katherine 
Dresher, Christine Dreyer, 
Ron Drucker, Katherine 
Dunham, Mariko Eastman, 
Daniel Elting, Elaine Enos, 
Jonah Erickson, Stephanie 
Espinosa, Mya Esquivel, 
Ellen Evangeliste, Barbara 
Felix, Russ Fernald, Vivien 
Feyer, Alison Field, Nicolas 
Fiszman, Paul Fleischman, 
Michael E Foley, Monica 
Forsythe, Christina Fowlks, 
Joan Francis, Robert 
Frank, Martin Freedman, 
Tera Freedman, Sarah 
Frei, Barbara Frewen, Lisa 
Frost, Philip H Frost, Brian 
Galle, Lena Gammer, Colin 
Gannon, Colleen Garland, 
Maggie Geddes, David 

Geisser, Jayes Gemstate, 
Davena Gentry, Thomas 
Gepts, David Gibson, 
Paul Giganti, Johanna 
Gladieux, Graham Gockley, 
Erica Goldblatt, Pamela 
Gordon, Reyla Graber, Ruth 
Gravanis, Georgiana Green, 
Stephen Grossberg, Seara 
Grundhoefer, Emily Guzzardi, 
Karen Hamblett, Jim Hanson, 
Charlotte Harbeson, Natasha 
Harden, Kirsten Hardin, 
Nicholas Harmon, Peter 
Hayes, Torstein Heide, 
Marie Heidorn, Deirdre 
Henderson, Dora Heng, Paul 
A Henning, Richard Heritage, 
Christopher Hernandez, 
Sabrina Hernandez, Nayre 
Herrera, Alanna Hickey, 
Nigella Hillgarth, C.J. 
Hirschfield, Judy Hnilo, Kin 
Ho, Sandy Ho, Wilbur Hobbs, 
Jr, Judy Hollander, Patricia 
Hoppe, Em Horst, Gustavo 
Houghton, Lisa Houghton, 
Ivy Hsu, Cathy Huang, Jane 
Hundertmark, Katherine 
Hunt, Melanie Hunt, Paige 
Hval, Brianna Infante, David 
Jaber, lynanne jacob, Mark 
Jacobson, Carolyn James, 
Earl James, David Jesus, 
Imelda Jimenez-LaMar, 
Mattias Johansson, Bridget 
Johnson, Jeremy Johnstone, 
Fred Jones, Molly Jordan, 
Catherine Jurca, Shellie 
Kahane, Debbie Kahn, Sania 
Kamran, Libby Karolczak, 
Mary Ellen Kemp, William 
Kezer, Danny Khor, Jeffrey 
Kimball, Eric Knudson, Janet 
Koike, Mariru Kojima, Patricia 
Kollias, Ben Korpan, Laurie 
Koteen, Adachi Krieges, 
Maria Kristianti, Madeline 
Kronenberg, Melissa La 
Bouff, Kim Lam, Jean 
Lamming, Kent Leader, Kris 
Leckie, Nancy Lemon, Linda 
LeRoy, Dennis Osborn Leuer, 
Irene Leung, Robin Levinson, 
Gregory Lewis, Jody 
Lewitter, Michele Lin, Fred 
Lindeman, Heather Liston, 
Andrea Long, Jessica Lopez, 
Amy Louison, Rachel Lu, 
Melissa Lucas, Linda Luini, 
Lyzy Lusterman, Irene Ly, Ann 
M Dawson, Deborah Machta, 

Margaret Maciborka, Janet 
Mack, Jenna Magee, John 
Major, Keith Mallonee, Mira 
Malon, Linda Maniwa, Elaina 
Mann, Shelly Maramonte, 
Keith Markbreiter, Ellen 
Maxson, Veronica Maza, 
Kimlin McDaniel Keith, Karen 
McKinley, Rashida McKinzie, 
Ernest McNabb, Bob Meads, 
Colleen Meier, Melanie 
Mentzel, Kate Merriman, 
Catherine Metzger, Rebecca 
Michael, Makinna Miller, 
Annmarie Mitchell, Stuart 
Moock, Kathleen Moore, 
Sheila Moore, Carlos 
Moreno, Tierney Morgan, 
Darcy Morrison, Zotunde 
Morton, Catherine Murillo-
Dull, Don Murphy, Liam 
Murphy, Paul Murphy, 
Suzanne Naone, Joan 
Neilson, Theresa Nelson, 
James Nemeth, Phuong 
Nguyen, Rich Nicholson, 
Josephine Noah, Bernadette 
Noel, Melinda Nokes, 
Victoria Nolan, Ann Nore, 
Shanna O’Hare, Maureen 
Oakes, Nancy Ober, Jules 
Olas, Julia Olincy, Jean 
Olive-Lammers, Maryann 
OSullivan, Susan Pak, 
Fiona Pakhomov, Kathryn 
Pamiroyan, Grace Pan, 
Ronald Parker, Amy Parsons, 
Terry L Pedersen, Wendy 
Peoples, Cecelia Perkins, 
Carole Pertofsky, Mary 
Petrie, Jennifer Pettley, Xana 
Pierone, Amanda Pineda, 
Ellen Plane, Yael Platt, Alex 
Plumridge, Gerry Post, 
Jeff Prucher, Randy Prunty, 
Maricruz Pulido, Nadine 
Quan, Lisa Rabenau, Peggy 
Radel, Judith Radlinsky, 
Corey Raffel, Yvette Ramirez, 
Catherine Ramsdell, Maxine 
Ray, Kate Reed, Maureen 
Reid, Rory Reid, Charlie 
Remsen, Leah Retherford, 
Terri Rice, Tom Rice, Amy 
Richey, Sol Rodriguez, Bill 
Rogina, Ruth Rogow, Anne 
Ronan, Jon Rosenfield, 
Jeff Rosenstock, Annick 
Rossi, Phyllis Rothman, 
Jean Rowan, Suzanne 
Rudisill, Karen Runng, Nimit 
Ruparel, Audrey Ryan, 

Sendy Santamaria, Robert 
Sare, Maya Sarin, Denise 
Sasaki, Joseph Scanga, 
John Schloendorn, Alyson 
Schmidt, Linda Scourtis, 
Laura Seidenberg, Joan 
Setka, Wency Shaida, Marni 
Shapiro, Geoffrey Shaskan, 
Rosalyn Shyu, Veronica 
Silva-Miranda, Juliet 
Simpson, Shelley Smith, 
Donna Smithey, Edward 
Smyth, Lyrinda Snyderman, 
Eliana Sosa, Jill Stanton, 
Shelby J Starkey, Jane 
Stecher, Patti Stein, Mary 
Jean Stempien, Jennifer 
Sterling, Jan Stevens, Del 
Stipe, Nell Stowers, Anna 
Strewler, Chris Stromsness, 
Subbu Subramanya, Mildred 
Swafford, Chris Swarth, Tina 
Szpicek, Andrea Tacdol, 
Carole Talmage, Karrie Tam, 
Stephanie Tan, Ruth Tang, 
Shira Tannor, Anna Tate, Lisa 
Taylor, Gina Tega, Jonathan 
Tennenbaum, Gillian 
Thackray, Mariele Thadani, 
Cania Thomas, Theresa 
Thomas, Jim Thomason, 
Asher Thompson, Laura 
Thomson, Drew Tillman, 
Esther Timberlake, Kaile 
Tinoco, Janne Torres Jarin, 
Nancy Turak, Naomi Twigg, 
Shawn Usha, Louise Van 
Horne, Vee Vargas, Troy 
Vettese, Kim Villegan, Bev 
Von Dohre, Elaine Wallace, 
clodagh walsh, Michael 
Ward, Michiko Watanabe, 
Douglas Waterman, Leslie 
Ann Watts, John Webb, 
Kim Webb, Lauren Webster, 
Claire Weiser, Maggie 
Weiss, Eric Welch, Eric J. 
Wells, Jesse Wentworth, 
Linda Wertheim, Melinda 
Wheat, Laura K White, Nelia 
White, Doug Williams, Nina 
Wilson, Gayle Windham, 
Alyssa Winn, Lois Wong, 
Shelley Wong, Gerald 
Wright, Jennifer Wright, 
Asri Wulandari, Kristine 
Wyndham, Kathie Xiao, Lin 
Yeiser Coonan, Anna Yeung, 
Harmony Yu, David Yuan, 
Stephen P Zarate, Yinlan 
Zhang, Junyi Zheng, Edward 
Zhou

Salesforce.com
Salesforce.com


his year Golden Gate Bird Alliance (GGBA) gave the Elsie Roemer Conservation 
Award, named after the Alameda activist who fought for decades to preserve shoreline 

wetlands, to Robert “Bob” Hall and Mary Malec, and the Paul Covel Award to Kathy Kramer.

Robert Hall: A Steward of Native Habitat and Community Spirit
For years, Robert Hall has been a familiar presence along San 
Francisco’s Sunset Boulevard, tending native plants and trans-
forming green strips into thriving wildlife corridors. Hall inspires 
volunteers during community workdays with hands-on lessons 
about the ecological importance of native flora. His leadership 
influenced the Middle Lake restoration in Golden Gate Park 
and has elevated citywide conversations about climate-resilient, 
bird-friendly landscapes. Through persistent advocacy he has helped forge coalitions of 
neighbors, conservationists, and city agencies. Partnerships with GGBA, the California 
Native Plant Society’s Yerba Buena Chapter, and San Francisco Recreation and Parks have 
amplified his grassroots efforts. As one GGBA leader observed, “Bob shows up, always. He 
empowers others to take on their own restoration projects.”

Mary Malec: Guardian of Peregrine Falcons
Few individuals have devoted as much time to raptor conserva-
tion as Mary Malec. For decades, she has monitored Peregrine 
Falcon nests across the Bay Area—tracking breeding success, 
rescuing chicks from hazards, and raising awareness about 
population threats for the Predatory Bird Research Group at 
the University of California, Santa Cruz. Malec’s commitment 
extends from bridges to bell towers, where her knowledge ben-
efits researchers and sparks public fascination. Her steady presence turns nest sites into 
outdoor classrooms, where community members glimpse the resilience and fragility of wild-
life. She represents the best of a largely volunteer network whose dedication has been vital 
to the falcon’s remarkable comeback.

Kathy Kramer: Cultivating Native Plant Awareness
Since 2005, Kathy Kramer’s Bringing Back the Natives Garden 
Tour has encouraged thousands of Bay Area residents to replace 
water-thirsty lawns with habitat-rich native gardens. By opening 
private landscapes to the public and connecting homeowners 
with native plant resources, Kramer has fostered both ecological 
restoration and community engagement. Her work demonstrates 
that backyard choices can ripple outward, providing essential 
food and shelter for birds, pollinators, and other wildlife.
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SPEAKER SERIES

Explore the secret lives of woodpeckers, from their courtship and nest selection in 
spring to the challenges of surviving the winter, with award-winning author and pho-
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Calling 
all bird 

advocates! 

I KNOW WHY THE MOCKINGBIRD 
MOCKS 

by eric james schroeder

egarding Northern Mockingbirds (Mimus polyglottus), my 
wife Susan and I are of differing opinions. I don’t mind 

their incessant singing while she doesn’t mind them pilfering my 
blueberries.

We’ve had mockingbirds residing year-round for a least a decade, 
with a pair annually in a neighboring hedge. On our street, mock-
ingbird song begins in late February and continues into summer. 
While both males and females sing, males sing more and have a 

r

larger repertoire—as many as 150 songs. Although both male and 
female mockingbirds sing during the day, unmatched males will sing 
at night, too. Thus for months the singing is constant. 

By April our backyard pair has had its chicks (typically 3-5 fledg-
lings) and is working on a second clutch. The singing resumes. 
Sometimes the male forgets to come up for air and sings for hours. 

Birds of the World reports that some bonded pairs have as many 
as three broods annually; if broods overlap, the male will feed the 
chicks while the female incubates the new eggs in a second nest. In 
mid-July, I realized my bird might be working on his third nest as he 
carried a twig into the overhead tree. Incredible!

Males actually have two cycles of song—a spring cycle and a fall 
one. Thus males can sing for up to three-quarters of the year. (Prob-
ably why they wear my wife down.) But most interestingly, the males 
have two different seasonal repertoires that have minimal overlap. 
After taking off for a couple of months at the end of summer, my 
male mockingbird began singing again in October. (I listened for 
song differences, but my knowledge of mockingbird isn’t extensive 
enough that I could detect them.) Both cycles incorporate one of the 
traits the birds are best known for—mimicry. If you want an exam-
ple of this, just search “mockingbird” and “car alarm” or “cell phone.”

Northern Mockingbirds are omnivorous—they eat fruits, insects, 
earthworms, and even small lizards, with their diets split equally 
between fruit and prey items. During breeding, however, they shift 
to 85% prey items. But while the adults are busy eating meat in the 
late spring and summer, their kids are eating my blueberries. In fact, 
I suspect blueberries are the main component of their diets. I wish 
they’d grow up and start singing.
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Baby Northern Mockingbird enjoying blueberries.

The Oakland–Alameda Adaptation Committee is currently seeking input on sea level rise 
concepts for the Alameda Shoreline Adaptation Plan. We strongly encourage you to take their 
survey and advocate for more open space and habitat restoration/nature-based solutions. Visit 
https://forms.oaacadapt.org/ to take the survey! 

www.goldengateaudubon.org
https://forms.oaacadapt.org/

