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THE TIME IS NOW: CALIFORNIA'S
FIRST STATEWIDE BREEDING BIRD
ATLAS

BY VAN PIERSZALOWSKI
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Song Sparrow in Tilden Park.

SPRING BIRDATHON

BY GLENN PHILLIPS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I i: very spring, as the days lengthen and
the first Song Sparrows begin staking

out territories with their bright, bubbling
melodies, I feel a familiar stirring of antici-
pation. Birdathon season is almost here!

For many of us, Birdathon marks the
true beginning of spring: a chance to
immerse ourselves in the rhythm of migra-
tion, reconnect with the places we love, and
celebrate the birds that bring wonder to our
lives.

Beginning March 15 and
through May 16, Birdathon is our big-
gest fundraiser of the year and one of the

running

most joyful community-building traditions
at Golden Gate Bird Alliance. Whether
you are a first-time participant or a sea-

soned pro, there is a place for you in this

NEWS BRIEFS

Bird-Safe Building Coordinator

We're pleased to announce super-volunteer

Erin Deihm as our official Bird Safe Building
Coordinator, not only highlighting her past work
pushing bird-safe building ordinances in the
Bay Area but also her continuing commitment
to make our urban environment more

bird-friendly.
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celebration.

One of the most beloved ways to partici-
pate is by collecting sponsors and counting
all the bird species you see throughout
Birdathon. Some people tally their backyard
visitors. Others head out before dawn and
chase as many species as they can until the
last light fades. Every bird, every moment of
delight, becomes a gift to conservation.

If you are drawn toward friendly competi-
tion, our Bay Birding Challenge is entering
its fifth year and growing fast. What began
with just two teams now brings 11 or more
into the field, each one attempting to find
as many species as possible in a single day.
This year, we've extended to cover all nine
Bay Area counties. The day is high energy

and full of good-natured rivalry.

Congrats to our 2026 BFE Cohort

Huge congratulations to our latest slate of Birding
For Everyone Fellows who will receive a year’s
worth of GGBA classes and focused cohort
programming— Christian Trujillo, Verénica Norio-
Tomasino, EKela Autry, Sophie Haruna Klimcak,
Virgyl Basas, Annie Chien, BoonTianga Athj,
Kryst, Noor Khashe Brody, Crystal Acevedo.

Ralph Goodwin

Our Birdathon Adventure Tours will
return, bringing participants into remarkable
places, including sites that are not ordinar-
ily open to the public. This year’s lineup
includes everything from intimate wetland
walks to mountain rambles to one of my per-
sonal favorites, Birds and Wine in Sonoma
County. We will explore Pine Flat Road and
the Modini Preserve, then stop for lunch and
a wine tasting at a local winery. Birds, wild-
flowers, and good company create one of the
most memorable days of spring.

None of this would be possible without
our volunteers. Every year, dozens of dedi-
cated community members donate hundreds
of hours to plan Birdathon, organize events,
coordinate teams, and lead field trips. Their
generosity of time, skill, and spirit is at the
heart of Birdathon. When you join a walk
led by one of our volunteer leaders, you are
experiencing something powered entirely by
people who love birds and want to share that
joy with others.

As Birdathon draws to a close, our Birda-
thon Online Auction opens with a selection
of special birding experiences donated by
members of our community. These one-of-
a-kind offerings are another expression of
the same spirit of generosity that carries this
event each year.

Birdathon
education, and habitat restoration work year-

funds our conservation,
round. Every bird saved, every young person
introduced to nature, every acre of habitat
restored is possible because people like you
choose to show up.

Spring is a season of abundance, and
Birdathon is our annual reminder that when
this community comes together, we can do
extraordinary things for the birds we love.

hope you'll join us.

New Bay Area-based Bird Book
Berkeley-based Heyday Books recently released
Of the Shadow of the Bridge, the latest art book
featuring the incredible wildlife photography

of Dick Evans and wonderful prose by Hannah
Hindley spotlighting the abundant avian life of the
San Francisco Bay Area. Visit heydaybooks.com to
get your copy.


heydaybooks.com

BREEDING BIRD ATLAS from page 1

The resulting baseline is exceptionally
powerful foundational data essential for
land managers, agencies, and conservation
groups to detect trends, prioritize conserva-
tion efforts, and track how ecosystems are
responding to rapid change.

I knew some states had done statewide
BBAs, but I was shocked to learn that 44
of 50 U.S. states had conducted at least
one. Even further, 19 states had conducted
more than one statewide BBA, with four
working on their third.

Meanwhile, California has taken a
county-by-county approach. Since field-
work began for the first Marin County
Breeding Bird Atlas in 1976, there have
been some truly invaluable county-specific
projects. There have also been several
county atlases that were abandoned due to
insufficient resources. As of today, only 15
of California’s 58 counties have success-
fully published BBAs. This means over
80 percent of the state’s land area remains
under-surveyed in this gold standard way.

Luckily, recent advances in participa-
tory data collection platforms like eBird,
combined with the unprecedented growth
of the birding community, now make a
statewide effort achievable. And it could
not be at a more important time.

Climate shifts are accelerating, eco-
logical conditions are growing more
unpredictable, and California urgently
needs stronger, spatially-explicit tools to
guide strategic land acquisition, habitat
restoration, and conservation action.

With my initial background research on
BBAs out of the way, I spent the next year
on a listening tour, having hundreds of con-
versations with conservation leaders across
California, county and state BBA coordina-
tors, agency representatives, and of course,
birders.

The sentiment was nearly unanimous: it
won't be easy, but we need to do this.

To coordinate this effort, I founded a
new 501(c)(3) nonprofit called California
Bird Atlas (CBA) along with a founding
board of directors that includes respected
leaders such as Andrea Jones (Audubon
California). I also assembled a science

advisory committee chaired by Morgan

Yellow-billed Magpie.

FEATURES

Only 15 of California’s 58 counties have successfully published
breeding bird atlases. This means over 80 percent of the state’s

land area remains under-surveyed in this gold standard way.

Tingley (Professor of Ecology and Evolu-
tionary Biology, UCLA) to guide project
design and methodology.

At the same time, 1 started reaching
out to local conservation groups who I
thought I might support the development
of the organization and its custom-built
eBird Atlas website. More than thirty
organizations stepped forward with seed
funding, including Golden Gate Bird Alli-
ance, Audubon California, Western Field
Ornithologists, and dozens more.

Now that we have raised sufficient early
support, here is the plan.

This landmark initiative will begin year-
round fieldwork on January 1, 2026, and
continue through December 31, 2030 with
the expressed aim of producing the most
complete dataset ever assembled on the
distribution, status, and behavior of all
breeding bird species across California. It
will combine broad-based community sci-
ence with targeted surveys in historically
under-surveyed regions. Data will be col-
lected primarily through a custom-built

eBird Atlas website, developed in collabo-
ration with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

To structure the survey, California
will be divided into approximately 16,500
atlas blocks, created by subdividing USGS
7.5-minute topographic quadrangles into
six equal units, each about three miles
by three miles. This grid-based approach
ensures consistent coverage across des-
erts, rangelands, mountains, and coastal
habitats. All observations will be georefer-
enced with precise latitude and longitude
coordinates, enabling robust spatial analy-
ses at multiple scales. Rigorous quality
control measures will be applied through-
out to ensure scientific integrity and
usability.

The best part: anyone can contribute.
Learn how to support the effort by donat-
ing, signing up for our mailing list, and
volunteering at www.californiabirdatlas.org.

[ cannot wait to meet many of you in the
field. This is going to be extremely fun.

Van Pierszalowski is the Executive Direc-

tor of California Bird Atlas (CBA).
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Gail West


www.californiabirdatlas.org
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A SOARING RETURN: BERKELEY BIRD FESTIVAL

BY JENI SCHMEDDING

I i‘ rom blue skies, dancing birds and

groovy music, to art and science,
excitement filled the air in Berkeley as
the community came together to celebrate
birds. On October 19th, 2025, hundreds of
residents from around the Bay Area flocked
to the David Brower Center for the 4th
Annual Berkeley Bird Festival.

Golden Gate Bird Alliance, in con-
junction with California Institute for
Community, Art & Nature (Cal ICAN),
and the David Brower Center hosted the
event for bird lovers and nature enthusiasts
to come together for an array of free, family-
friendly activities.

Arriving at the festival, chalk art-lined
sidewalks of different bird species sur-
rounding booths of community partners
welcomed participants. Palomacy brought
some of their featured friends to give par-
ticipants a chance to see pigeons up close,
pet, and hold them. UC Berkeley birding
club, Bears for Birds, led walks through
the redwoods and nature areas of UC
Berkeley's campus every hour; participants
saw Brown Creepers, Steller’s Jays, hawks,
Dark-eyed Juncos, and so many more. In
total 15 community exhibitors contributed
to the atmosphere of the festival and gave
participants new experiences and insight
into conservation work happening around
the bay.

Inside the David Brower Center, curi-
osity and excitement filled the building as
people immersed themselves in children’s

book storytimes, arts and crafts, science

UPCOMING EVENTS

Cal Academy Nightlife Birds January 8
Fly into the Cal Academy of Sciences for

their Nightlife event on all things Birds! Our
Conservation Director Whitney Grover will share
what we can do to protect our avian neighbors.
Starting at 6pm, this event explores how
migration, communication, and adaptation shape
avian life. Learn more at calacademy.org.
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Sarah Bush Dance Project’s Murmur at Berkeley Bird Festival 2025.

talks, poetry, and film screenings. Families
built gourd birdhouses and folded origami
birds on the terrace, while others listened to
speakers in the Tamalpais Room. The Gold-
man Theater hosted talks by a variety of
amazing speakers, including Daniel Sheire
who flew from Texas to talk about his docu-
mentary, “Lights Out Texas”. Harmony Yu,
a local author read from her book, “Wings
Above the Campanile”; the author has writ-
ten and published four books already at just
14 years old.

There were a few new and exciting addi-
tions to the festival this year that brought live
entertainment to Allston Way. Sarah Bush
Dance Project performed “MURMUR,
an immersive journey where dance merges
with flight—blurring the lines between
bodies and birds, movement and wind,
stage and sky. Festival participants stopped
dead in their tracks as they watched the

Great Backyard Bird Count Feb 13-16
Did you miss the Christmas Bird Count this
year or looking for more opportunities to
contribute to community science? Take part
in the Annual Great Backyard Bird Count by
spending at least 15 minutes observing birdlife
and submitting your findings to ebird. Learn
more at www.birdcount.org.

street transform into a mesmerizing journey
of dance and birds. Later on, groovy music
filled the street when “Flight Lessons,” a folk
opera created by Deborah Crooks, held a live
performance. Crook’s opera explores themes
of home, adaptation, and recovery as it fol-
lows a true story about Peregrine Falcons and
humans living at the intersection of wild and
urban habitats.

The Berkeley Bird Festival is more than
just an event that happens once a year; it is a
day to create lasting community by celebrat-
ing birds. This festival gives light to local
talent, brings local organizations together,
and gives the community opportunities to
show, learn about, and share their apprecia-
tion for nature.

This festival is made possible by those
who organize, contribute, and participate.
We thank all who joined us for this year’s fes-
tival and hope to see you there in 2026.

Birdathon March 15 - May 16

Our biggest fundraiser of the year Birdathon is
right around the corner. Set your own birding
goals, earn support from your friends and family,
compete in our Bay Birding Challenge, and/

or join us on our highly curated unique birding
adventure tours. The season ends with our

classic online auction and in-person celebration!

Xiao Wan


www.birdcount.org
calacademy.org

View from Nicholl Knob in Miller/Knox Regional Shoreline (Wikipedia).

LOCATION

900 Dornan Drive
Richmond, CA
94801

With

the right
timing,
this might
be the best
spot in the
East Bay
for hawk

migration.

MILLER/KNOX REGIONAL SHORELINE

BY DEREK HEINS

I i: merging through the tunnel on South Garrard

Blvd, you'll find a gem of the East Bay, Miller/
Knox Regional Shoreline. It will invite you to enjoy
panoramic views of the San Francisco and Oakland
skylines, Marin county mountains, and much more.
If you're interested in local history, visit the train ferry
pier at Ferry Point, or the Golden Gate Model Train
Museum.

Local birders know Miller/Knox to be a go-to birding
hotspot for a variety of species. They usually focus their
outings to the salt-water lagoon, the shoreline, and the
hills east of Dornan Drive.

A former quarry, the lagoon’s saltwater comes from
underground, seeping in from the Bay. Wintering water-
fowl and gulls can be plentiful—scan the American
Wigeons to see if a Eurasian Wigeon is with them. The
lagoon area is attractive to ducks, gulls, swallows, her-
ons, egrets and bluebirds. The fairly open scrub habitat
south of the lagoon supports residents such as finches,
mockingbirds, wrens and bushtits. It’s also a good spot
in fall migration to find a Willow Flycatcher, along with
warblers, other flycatchers and sparrows.

The bay here is much shallower than you would

think, with the exception being a dredged lane between

the shoreline and Brooks Island. From Ferry Point, scan
the bay for overwintering ducks, loons, grebes and cor-
morants. Take notice of reports of winter herring runs as
they can cause feeding frenzies. There isn't ideal habitat
to attract large concentrations of shorebirds, but Black
Opystercatchers, Spotted Sandpipers, and Black Turn-
stones are often seen. From April through August, enjoy
terns (Caspian, Elegant and Forster’s) and Osprey that
breed locally. With some patience and a spotting scope a
Pigeon Guillemot can possibly be seen, white wing bars
contrasted against their black bodies as they fly low over
the bay.

The least birded area at Miller/Knox are the hills,
partially due to some steep hiking required. The favored
time in this area is fall with migrating Vaux Swifts often
joining resident White-throated Swifts. With the right
timing, this might be the best spot in the East Bay for
hawk migration, with outings always hoping for a rare
Broad-winged Hawk.

Opverall, Miller-Knox delivers a great breadth of scen-
ery and a broad range of bird species to see.

For information on accessibility at Miller-Knox, visit

https://accessca.org/access-california/explore/explore
-detail-view/?site_id=188.

Have a favorite birding site you'd like to share? Contact rnakano@goldengatebirds.org.
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DONATIONS

Thank you for being a part of our donor and member community. We are deeply appreciative of every
individual, business and organization that supports Golden Gate Bird Alliance. In this issue we recognize
all Summer Appeal Donors and all of our major donors from the past year.

Major Donors

$10,000+

Estate of Linda Devigne;
Estate of Susan Diridoni
and Satoru Fujii; Randall
and Katherine Erickson;
Kenneth Hillan and
Duncan Robertson; Liz
and Larry Kuo

$5,000-$9,999

Linda Agerter and
Richard Judd; Mary
Betlach; Susan Mary
Consey; Derek and
Cristina Heins; John
and Hortensia Nelson;
Karen Rosenbaum and
Ben McClinton; William
Schoenherr; Edward and
Ellen Vine; Chris Witt

$2,500-$4,999

Penny and Bill Barron;
Cathy Bleier and

Peter Meyer; Jennifer
Braun and Raymond J.
Ryan; Patricia Greene;
Margaret Groening; Bob
Hallet; Linda Jacobs
and Paula Hyman; Susan
MacWhorter; Miles

and Mel McKey; David
Mostardi and Arlene
Baxter; Mary Porter; Eric
Schroeder and Susan
Palo; Chris Swarth;
Sandra Tsui and Finley
Harmes

$1,000-$2,499

Regina and Ralph
Anavy; Mark and Mary
Ashby; Carol Baird &
Alan Harper; Chris and
Gary Bard; Johanna and
Thomas K Baruch; Caryn
Bern; The Bluebird
Fund; Deborah Brown;
Andrea Burhoe; John
Callaway and Trisha
Cruse; Michelle Carney;
Rich Chambers and
Bonnie McGregor;
Minder Cheng; Jean
Conner; Laura Cremin
and Mark Gallivan; Carol
Donohoe; James Eldred;
Gretchen and Dick
Evans; Marsha Feinland;
Angie Geiger and

David Monedero; Mick
Griffin and Christina
Malek; Sylvia Hawley
and James Allen; D
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& J Hodgson Family
Foundation; Deborah
Hurst Senter; Anne
Jennings; Sally and
Phillip Kipper; Gudrun
Kleist; Annis and Nick
Kukulan; Maureen
Lahiff; Robert Lawrence;
Anne Leong; Christiana
and Charles MacFarlane;
Gloria Markowitz and
Ken Ackerman; Bruce
Mast and Juliet Cox;
Ernest McNabb; Wendy
Niles and Alexander
Brennan; Sallie Olsen;
Denny and Merrily
Parker; Jean Perata and
Dennis Davison; George
S Peyton; Thomas
Phillips; Megan and
Rick Prelinger; Laurel
Przybylski; Kathy and
Corey Raffel; Maryann
Rainey; Carolyn J
Reese; Michael Reyes;
Helen McKenna & Allan
Ridley; James and Nita
Roethe; Ruth Rogow;
Leslie Rose and Alan
Ramo; Anne Ruffino;
Linda Selph; Jacqueline
Smalley; Elizabeth
Sojourner; Chris Tarr &
Kevin Donahue; Kathryn
Taylor; Laura Thomson;
Linda Thurston; Ruth
Tobey; Liz Varnhagen;
Mary Wand; Mary
Wheeler; Stephen and
Karen Wiel; Viviana
Wolinsky and Steven
Hunter; Edward Zhou

Corporate
Contributions
Adobe; Alvaro’s
Adventures; Apple
Matching Gifts Program;
Applied Materials
Foundation; Bay Nature
Institute; Berkeley
Repertory Theatre;
Birding Ecotours,

LLC; Brand TBD LLC;
Charitable Adult Rides
& Services Inc; Chevron;
Christ Episcopal
Church; Disability Rights
Education and Defense
Fund; El Cerrito High
School Birding Club;
Electronic Arts; Found
Image Press; GAP Inc;
Google Inc.; Grassi and

Associates Inc.; Levi
Strauss Foundation;
Linkedin; McDougall
Charitable Fund; Ocean
Awareness Project

DBA Blue Frontier;
Orinda Valley Garden
Club; Piedmont

Garden Club; Safari
West, Inc.; Salesforce.
com Foundation;

UCD Supply Chain
Management; Yard Stick
PBC

Grants

Flora Family Foundation;
The Kimball Foundation;
National Audubon
Society; SPRAWLDEF;
State Coastal
Conservancy; Temper
of the Times; University
of California, San
Francisco; YES Nature to
Neighborhoods

Summer Appeal
Donors

Susan Abby; Linda
Agerter and Richard
Judd; Jan Ambrosini
and Tim Stroshane;
Mark and Mary Ashby;
Catherine Atcheson;
David and Kathleen
Ayres; Dianne Ayres and
Timothy Hansen; Chris
and Gary Bard; Ronald
and Viola Barklow; Edith
Barschi; Yuri Bendana;
Gordon Benner and
Andrea Faber; Caryn
Bern; Nancy Berry;
Martha Berthelsen;
Richard and Liz Bordow;
Richard Bradus; Robert
and Barbara Brandriff;
Jennifer Braun and
Raymond J. Ryan; Barry
Brooker; Emily Brown;
Crystal Brunzell; Cheri
Bryant; Andrea Burhoe;
Mary and Beth Burnside;
Michael Butler; Neil
Butler; Charlotte Cashin;
Rich Chambers and
Bonnie McGregor;
Alicia Chang; Aneta
Chapman; Jane Chinn;
Mike Clark and Arlene
Waksberg; Cindy Cobb
and Raymond Bruijnes;
Tazuko Coffee; Anne
Cohen; Robert and

Carol Coon; Don and
Susan Couch; Gina

De La Cruz; Linda De
Lucchi; Mario and
Barbara De Pinto;
Sylvia Detrinidad;
Anne Devaney; Pipi
Diamond; Erin Diehm;
David Donahue;
Michelle Douskey;
Madelaine Eaton;
Bruce and Madeline
Feingold; Michael E
Foley; Catherine E Fox;
Pat Garcia de Nixon;
Marta Gardner; Mei
Gee; Melissa Gee;
Amber and Andrew
Getz; Valerie Glass;
Beth Gleghorn; Miye
Goishi and Dara Schur;
Margaret Goodman;
Clare Gordon; Robert
and Clare Gordon;
Maureen Grabowski;
Pauline Grant; Patricia
Greene; Linda Gregory;
Carolyn Grote and
Raymond Poggi; Bob
and Barbara Guletz;
Anna Hagood; Amanda
Hamilton; Charlene
Harrington; William
and Judith Hein; Erika
Helene; Sarah Hinds;
Judy Hnilo; Judith Lynne
Hoff; Deborah Hurst
Senter; Linda Jacobs
and Paula Hyman;
Mark Jacobson and
llona Frieden; Imelda
Jimenez-LaMar; Janet
Johnston; Timothy and
Joan Kask; Helena Katz;
Marilyn Kinch; Rhonda
Kingman; Robert and
Linda Klett; Vivian

Kremer; Thomas Krysiak;
Annis and Nick Kukulan;
Gail Kurtz; Maureen
Lahiff; Carol Larsen
and Steven Parnes; J E
Lawrence and Michael
Reardon; William & Toni
Link; David Loeb; Diana
Loomis; Jen Love; Dino
Lucas; Christiana and
Charles MacFarlane;
Michelle MacKenzie;
Tania M Mantua; Rue
Mapp; Jamie Marantz;
Linda Margossian;
Lupe Mariscal; Gloria
Markowitz and Ken
Ackerman; Marsha
Maslan; Bruce Mast and
Juliet Cox; Rebecca
and William Matsubara;
Claire Max; George
McGregor and Camille
Wanat; Mary Mcllroy;
Rebecca Michael;
William P Milestone;
Alan Miyakawa; John
Mohr; Stuart Moock;
Monica Morris; Darcy
Morrison; Karen Naifeh;
Marilyn Nichols; Rich
Nicholson; Sally Nielsen;
Wendy Niles and
Alexander Brennan;
Jean Olive-Lammers;
Sallie Olsen; Patrick
Owens; Susan Pak;
Morton D Paley; Thomas
Phillips; Diane Piagneri;
Arlene Pimentel;
Anthony and Christina
Poggio; Jeannie Pon;
Trish Powell; Charlie
Prins; Stefanie Pruegel;
Sandra Prusiner; Laurel
Przybylski; Reetta

Raag; Maryann Rainey;

Remember the Birds

Catherine Ramsdell;
Donna and Mark Rand;
Nais Raulet; Richard
Raushenbush; Michael
Reyes; David Rice

and Carol Shattuck-
Rice; Beverly Riehm;
Fred L Rinne; Claire
Risley; Bradley Rose;
Karen Rosenbaum

and Ben McClinton;
Jon Rosenfield; Carla
Rugeroni; Laura

Russell; Joseph

Scanga; Diane Scarlet;
Verena Schelling; Eric
Schroeder and Susan
Palo; Virginia and
William Earl Schultz;
Judy Schwartz and

Rod Miller; Marsha M
Seeley; Linda Sharp;
Sally Sherman; Alex
Smith; Judith Smith;
Mary Smith; Elizabeth
Sojourner; Abdi Soltani
and Grace Kong; Patricia
A Spencer; Rick Stone;
Lynn Strandberg; Anna
Strewler; Nico Stuurman
and Lisa Petrie; Chris
Tarr & Kevin Donahue;
Mukund and Margarette
Untawale; Carol N.
Valk; Linda Vallee; KF
Vollmayer; Kenneth B
Walters; Wendy Weikel;
Carolyn Weil; Mary
Wheeler; Jane Whitley;
Vicki Wilhite; Diane
Winkler; Chris Witt; Lois
Wong; Kerry Woodward;
Pauline Yeckley; Anna
Yeung and Mark
Piccillo; Lois Zell; Matt
and Joann Zlatunich;
Dymphna Zorn

Including Golden Gate Bird Alliance in your estate plan is a generous way to

ensure that the Bay Area remains a haven for the birds you love.

A bequest can be expressed in a will as simply as, “I bequeath [a sum

of money, a percentage of my estate, or an IRA, life insurance policy or
investment/bank account] to Golden Gate Bird Alliance, 2150 Allston Way,
Suite 210, Berkeley, CA 94704."

Consult with your attorney to discuss your particular situation. Learn more on

our website at goldengatebirdalliance.org/plannedgiving.

Please know that we work hard to ensure the accuracy of this list. If your name
has been omitted or misspelled, let us know at 510.843.2222.


goldengatebirdalliance.org/plannedgiving
Salesforce.com
Salesforce.com

SUPPORT

MEMBER PROFILE: ANALICIA HAWKINS

For this issue we interviewed BFE Fellowship

Mentor Analicia Hawkins.

What impact did the fellowship have on
your personal and professional life?

I started birding in 2018. When [ applied for
the fellowship and got involved with GGBA 1
had been searching and yearning for a space
that involved more people who look like me or
were in my community. Finding BFE and cul-
tivating these relationships helped me build
confidence in my leadership abilities enough
to found my own birding group (QTPOC
Birders). A year is a good amount of time to
get to know the people youre in community
with, learning with, and growing with, and
those relationships have lasted to this day.
Two of the people T was in the cohort with
are now my co-leaders for QTPOC Birders.

Why is there such a demand for spaces
like QTPOC Birders or the BFE cohort?
I've heard from a lot of people that they're not
used to being able to fully be their authen-
tic selves in the outdoors. That has been my
experience as well. Also, were in a time when
the empire we live in is egregiously affect-
ing people’s lives in every way, so people are

looking for a sense of community.

How do you see your role as the Birding
for Everyone Fellowship Mentor?

I see my role as a guide, helping fellows have
the most fulfilling and enriching year possible
within the cohort. This program contributed
a lot to my life and I want more people to
have that same opportunity. I want people
to feel the tangible support to pursue things
they're passionate about, things that they can

bring back to their own communities.

What is the role of the BFE program within
the larger Bay Area environmental conser-

vation community?

SPEAKER SERIES

Analicia Hawkins.

One of the benefits of the program is just
allowing people to feel like their ideas or
desires for opportunities aren't isolated. I
think about the Spanish language trips that
have grown and been happening over the
past couple years. It's really powerful for
people to be like “Hey, I really want to start
leading Spanish language walks for people in
this community” and just to be able to make
it happen. The longer this program goes on
the more powerful it is to make room for
these potential connections and allow folks

to see their ideas come to fruition.

Who inspires you to do this work?

So there are a couple people who were
pretty prominent on bird twitter in 2018-
2019. Corinna Newsome, their handle is
HoodNaturalist. Tykee James. Folks that
were involved in Black Birders Week. It was
cool to watch them carving a path for people
to be in these outdoor spaces and in signifi-
cant leadership positions. Rachel (Katz) was
a great part of my experience to feel tangible
support. Also folks from my cohort who con-

tinue to do really cool things and inspire me.

Join California Coastal Conservancy’s SF Bay Area Project Manager Marilyn Latta on

Thursday, January 22 at 7pm online via Zoom as she talks about nature-based solutions

in the midst of climate change. Please visit us online for more Speaker Series dates and

information at goldengatebirdalliance.org/education/speaker-series.
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Special third-class postage paid in Oakland, CA.
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Anna’s Hummingbird.

ANNA’'S HUMMINGBIRD

BY LAURIE SAMPLE

T he first time I experienced a real Bay Area storm, I spent the
whole evening fretting about the two Anna’s Hummingbird
fledglings in the maple tree outside my San Jose apartment.

Their mother had built their delicate spider-silk-and-lichen nest
in early January. The maple stood alone in a brick-lined courtyard,
which made up for a lack of flowers with another crucial resource:

the two hummingbird feeders dangling from a neighbor’s balcony.
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Looking to volunteer in the New Year? Is your resolution restoration, writing, or record keeping?
We've got plenty of opportunities for you to support our mission, whether in office or in nature.
Volunteers make our work to protect birds in the Bay Area possible. Reach out to our Volunteer
Manager jcarpinelli@goldengatebirds.org or visit goldengatebirdalliance.org/volunteer.
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Feeders have been a major element in the Anna’s Hummingbird’s
breeding success story, fuelling their two percent annual population
increase since the 1950s to around 9.6 million individuals today.
Even the bills of Anna’s hummers have evolved to drink better from
feeders, having become on average longer and more sharply tapered.

By mid-February the two chicks had fledged. The adult Anna’s
Hummingbird is possibly the world’s fastest bird relative to its size,
able to dive at up to 50 mph, but these fledglings were more bum-
blebee than speed demon. They maneuvered clumsily around the
maple tree in search of insects, which Anna’s eat more of than any
other North American hummingbird, snatching them from bark
crevices, leaves, riverbanks and even out of mid-air.

At sunset, after a hard day of hoovering up bugs and sugar water,
the fledglings tended to fall asleep wherever they happened to be
sitting when the sky went dark. On the night the storm rolled in,
this happened to be a high, exposed branch. Luckily, Anna’s Hum-
mingbirds are well-adapted to winter weather. They've pushed into
colder, more northerly ranges than any other hummingbird, able to
live year-round as far north as Alaska. Their varied diet lets them
increase their body mass by 16 percent daily, which they then burn
off for warmth at night. They can survive even subfreezing tempera-
tures by entering torpor, a state in which their heartbeats slow from
their usual 420 beats per minute to 50, and their body temperature
drops to as low as 48°F.

Morning found the chicks sitting right where I'd last seen them.
Looking just a little bedraggled, they shook themselves awake,
waited for their hearts to come back up to speed, then zoomed off to

the nearest feeder.
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