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To inspire people to protect Bay Area birds and our shared

natural environment.

A world where birds, wildlife, and all people flourish together.

From the Board President

What a tremendously productive year! Thanks to a few generous
bequests, we were able to hire a Director of Conservation. Whitney Grover

has brought coherence and a broader scope to our conservation work, which
among other things, allowed us to secure a grant for the San Francisco section
of the Regionally Advancing Shoreline Project. This grant allows us to continue bringing
nature-based solutions to address sea level rise in San Francisco, particularly at Pier 94.
One of the most important things we can do for birds is to conserve their habitat, and by
creating this position, we are able to do just that.

We continue our efforts to diversify birding in the Bay Area. Bird Curious field trips and
other programs directed at first-time birders are bringing a younger demographic into
birding. Our Birding for Everyone Fellowship continues to offer 10 BIPOC birders a
year-long cohort experience and access to our classes at no cost. Our wonderful EcoEd
classes continue at Title | schools, now including middle and elementary schools.

We have worked hard to solidify our financial stability. We have been greatly supported by
bequests. Hiring a new Director of Development, George Marschall, has also helped us
better reach our membership. Our classes, field trips, and travel program fulfill the needs
of our members and help sustain our operations.

Lastly, I'd like to thank the rest of our staff — Executive Director Glenn Phillips, Director
of Communications Ryan Nakano, Digital Communications Assistant Jeni Schmedding,
Youth Education and Outreach Manager Clay Anderson, Volunteer and Conservation
Advocacy Manager Janet Carpinelli, and Office Manager Makayla Pearce.

There is so much to be done in support of birds, and we thank you for helping us take on
this work!

Chris Tarr

"Ensuring that GGBA's birding community has support when registering and
attending our Field Trips, Classes, International Trips, and other birding
activities allows others to witness the beauty and abundance of the Bay’s birds."”

Makayla Pearce

(Cover) Wilson's Warbler. (Above) Rufous Hummingbird.
Ralph Goodwin; Gail West
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Education

Birding is booming in the United States. 16% of the population actively
travels at least a mile from home to observe birds.! From 2020 to 2023,
active Merlin users increased five-fold (1.5 million) and eBird checklist
submissions doubled (1.3 million).2

It's no wonder one of GGBA's biggest challenges in terms of programming is the high demand

for more free birding trips. That said, we are proud of the work coming out of our Bird Curious trips
that allow new birders to fledge and quickly step into their own leadership roles! In addition to
drawing in more diverse participants, the Bird Curious Team supported and mentored 35 new field
trip organizers and co-leaders.

BY THE NUMBERS

269

Field trips

(Above) Avocet and Dunlin at Coyote Point Marina. (From left) Field trip to Sobrante Ridge Botanic Regional

Preserve; Brown Pelican.
Alison Weber; Xiao Wan; Rick Lewis

Unique participants

a "Watching people light up when they recognize a species for the 41 5
first time—or when they start to see the bigger story of habitat and
conservation—reminds me why this work matters.” First-time field trip
Patrick Meeker participants
(42%)
"l love how all of the trips are free—I think it encourages people who are
curious about birding to come and experience the magic!” 1 1 4
Maya Sarin
First-time field trip
"Without my initial Bird Curious trips, | think | may have been too participants
overwhelmed or intimidated to pursue birding further. As it turns out, with Bird Curious
it's become my primary obsession!” (27%)
Claire

"U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: Birding in the United States a Demographic and Economic Analysis 2022. fws.gov/media/2022-birding-united-states-demographic-and-economic-analysis
2Cornell Lab, Living Bird Winter 2024. allaboutbirds.org/news/a-third-of-american-adults-are-birdwatchers-according-to-nationwide-survey


https://www.fws.gov/media/2022-birding-united-states-demographic-and-economic-analysis
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EDUCATION

Interview with BFE Fellowship Mentor
Analicia Hawkins

| started birding in 2018. When | applied for the
fellowship and got involved with GGBA | had
been searching and yearning for a space that
involved more people who look like me or were
in my community. Finding BFE and cultivating
these relationships helped me build confidence
in my leadership abilities enough to found my
own birding group (QTPOC Birders).

| see my role as a guide, helping fellows have
the most fulfilling and enriching year possible
within the cohort. This program contributed

a lot to my life, and | want more people to have

that same opportunity. | want people to feel
the tangible support to pursue things they're
passionate about, things that they can bring

back to their own communities.

One of the benefits of the program is just
allowing people to feel like their ideas

or desires for opportunities aren't isolated.

| think about the Spanish language trips that
have grown and been happening over

the past couple years. It's really powerful for
people to be like “Hey, | really want to start
leading Spanish language walks for people in
this community” and just to be able to make
it happen.

Learn more about our fellowship program by
visiting



https://goldengatebirdalliance.org/fellowship

EDUCATION

Classes BY THE NUMBERS

Creating ever stronger connections between our 3 O 4

community and the natural world, GGBA classes continued

to be a driving force for deepening our member’s Classes New classes:

and supporter’s relationship to birds here in the Bay Area. Bird Photography Workshop
From entry-level introductory courses on bird ID to 5 3 4 Bird Vocalizations
topic-specific courses on individual species and habitats, Breeding Birds of the Bay Area
our classes extend the initial educational opportunities Students Creativity and Birds

found in our free field trips.

EcoEd Youth Program

This year, our award-winning EcoEd program
served 406 students across 8 schools in

the Bay Area, organizing 41 field trips with
the help of 15 new EcoEd volunteers for

3rd to 12th graders to experience and learn
about nature and our local watershed. Despite
financial challenges, this was our second

year partnering with Richmond Outdoor
Coalition, continuing our work with middle
and high school students.

“The reason cleaning up trash is

important is because the trash

goes into the sea, animals think
it's food for them so they'll eat
it and die.”

Esperanza Elementary School student while

cleaning up Arroyo Viejo Creek in Oakland

Esparanza Elementary School students learning, birding, and cleaning Arroyo Viejo
Creek at Knowland Park in Oakland.
Jeni Schmedding

Speaker Series

Two phenomenal Bay Area writers graced our monthly speaker
series. Pulitzer Prize-winning author and Guggenheim Fellow Ed
Yong spoke about “How Birds Sense the World” at our annual
meeting in August. A month later, Amy Tan shared her delight in
birds close to home based on her recent book The Backyard Bird

Chronicles. Chelsea Connor, one of the founders of Black Birders
Week and an alumni of our BFE Fellowship, spoke in May on the (From left) Ed Yong; Amy Tan; Chelsea Connor.
topic of “Nest Building: Creating lasting (birding) community.” Cowritesyy (=l Yermep Aoty 1 Clislkza Commer



Conservation

Over the past 150 years, we've lost over 90 percent of our shoreline
wetlands and 40 percent of the aquatic ecosystem in the San Francisco
Bay Area. As sea level rise and climate change threaten our remaining
patches of critical shoreline bird habitat and our own built infrastructure,

it's clear we need more living shorelines as soon as possible to protect both.

Regionally Advancing Living Shorelines
in San Francisco Bay'

(Above) North shoreline view at Pier 94, San Francisco.
(Top) Map of RALS sites; Pier 94. (Middle) Least Sandpiper at Pier 94.
(Bottom) Whimbrel at Pier 94; Whitney Grover.

Inbal Shalev; San Franicisco Estuary Institute; Charles Cris Benton; Bob Gunderson;
Bob Gunderson; Jenni Schmedding

Creating Sustainable Shorelines

In May 2025, we formalized our agreement with the State
Coastal Conservancy to hire a design team for three new
living shorelines sites in San Francisco (Pier 94, Rincon
Park, Pier 70) as part of the Regionally Advancing Living
Shorelines Project (RALS). By hiring and managing a
design team for three out of the ten RALS sites, we are
helping develop regional guidance to streamline Bay Area
living shoreline projects in the future. These projects use
nature-based solutions like plants, oyster reefs, and rocks
to not only control shoreline erosion but also enhance
habitat for wildlife.

Reviving Our Lights Out Campaign

Turning toward our urban environment, we teamed up
with SFGate, the San Francisco Chronicle, and Bay Nature
in June to amplify our Lights Out For Birds campaign.

We know artificial lighting at night increases the rate of
bird collisions with glass windows. We also know that an
estimated one billion birds are killed by building strikes in
the U.S. each year. By securing ads and articles through
our local media outlets, we're able to reach more Bay
Area residents, building owners and managers with the
message of reducing artificial light at night during peak
bird migration.

A New Conservation Director

These conservation projects represent a fraction of the
work we've engaged in over the past year, none of which
would have been possible without the creation and
hiring of a dedicated Director of Conservation at Golden
Gate Bird Alliance in January. Under Whitney Grover's
leadership, GGBA has been able to set project priorities,
build strategic partnerships, and follow through on its
conservation goals.



CONSERVATION

Volunteer Program

Our dedicated volunteers remain enthusiastic about
working together for a better environment. Here are some

of their achievements.

Volunteers removed
weeds and Eucalyptus
debris from around
native plants on the
eastside of North Lake
in Golden Gate Park.

Janet Carpinelli

Over 30 volunteers turned
out at Meeker Slough and
Stege Marsh in Richmond
for the Annual Pre-Osprey
Nesting Season Clean-up
event, clearing out 24 bags
worth of trash!

Cathy Bleier

As volunteers removed invasive
Field Mustard, Datricia, and
Algerian Sea Lavender from
Arrowhead Marsh, Ridgway
Rails, Sora, and Virginia Rail
were heard calling during the
king tide, and a Harbor seal was
seen catching and eating large
Chinook Salmon at the mouth
of San Leandro Creek.

Janet Carpinelli

PZ -, o' oY

During the annual observation and

cleaning of nestboxes along the perimeter
of Bison Paddock in Golden Gate Park, b
volunteers found two successful Western |

Bluebird nests and 9 out of 12 successfully -
occupied nests overall. L /
Xiao Wan

BY THE NUMBERS

94 2,460

Habitat restoration
events restoring critical Bay

Area bird habitat
30-Gallon bags full of 40 O +

trash removed Native plants planted

Volunteer hours

Donors, FY 2025

Corporations, Foundations, and Government Agencies

$10,000 AND ABOVE
California Coastal Commission; Joseph and Vera Long Foundation; Justice Outside;
The Kimball Foundation; National Audubon; Temper of the Times

$5,000 - $9,999
Flora Family Foundation; Maynard P. and Katherine Z. Beuhler Foundation Fund;
YES Nature to Neighborhoods

$1,000 - $4,999

Birding Ecotours LLC; California Native Plant Society — Santa Clara Valley Chapter;
Conservation Society of California (The Oakland Zoo), Peninsula Open Space Trust;
SPRAWLDEF

$500 - $999

Apple Matching Gifts Program; D & J Hodgson Family Foundation; Give Lively,
Google Matching Gifts Program; Midvale Foundation, Piedmont Garden Club;
UC Davis Supply Chain Management

$250 - $499

Alvaro’s Adventures; Bay Nature Institute; Beatrix Bunny Fund; Chevron Matching Gifts
Program; The David and Lucile Packard Foundation; Disability Rights Education and
Defense Fund; Electronic Arts Matching Gifts Program; Found Image Press;

GAP Matching Gifts Program; McDougall Charitable Fund, Safari West Inc.

Individuals

$10,000 AND ABOVE
Estate of Linda M Devigne; Estate of Susan Diridoni and Satoru Fujii; Estate of Nancy
Elsner; Kenneth Hillan and Duncan Robertson

$5,000 - $9,999

Linda Agerter and Richard Judd; Mary Betlach; Susan Mary Consey; Pat Kirkpatrick and
Sid Wolinsky; Karen Rosenbaum and Ben McClinton; William Schoenherr; Edward and
Ellen Vine

$2,500 - $4,999

Cathy Bleier and Peter Meyer; Jane Freeman; Patricia Greene; Bob Hallet; Derek
and Cristina Heins; Lisa Houghton; Susan MacWhorter; Miles and Mel McKey; David
Mostardi and Arlene Baxter; John and Hortensia Nelson; Eric Schroeder and Susan
Palo; Sandra Tsui and Finley Harmes

$1,000 - $2,499

Regina and Ralph Anavy; Carol Baird & Alan Harper; Maria Baird; Chris and Gary Bard;
Penny and Bill Barron; Johanna and Thomas K Baruch; Douglas Booth; Donna Borden;
Robert and Barbara Brandriff; Jennifer Braun and Raymond J. Ryan; Deborah Brown;
Andrea Burhoe; John Callaway and Trisha Cruse; Anne Chambers; Minder Cheng;
Jean Conner; Phil and Bo Cotty; Laura Cremin and Mark Gallivan; Carol Donohoe;
James Eldred; Angie Geiger and David Monedero; Clara Gerdes and Ken Greenberg;
Mick Griffin and Christina Malek; Gustavo Houghton; Anne Jennings; Sally and Phillip
Kipper; Liz and Larry Kuo; Maureen Lahiff; Rachel Lawrence and Nicki Vasquez; Robert
Lawrence; Anne Leong; Michelle MacKenzie; Ernest McNabb; Sallie Olsen; Denny

and Merrily Parker; George S Peyton; Thomas Phillips; Mary Porter; Megan and Rick
Prelinger; Laurel Przybylski; Kathy and Corey Raffel; Maryann Rainey; Carolyn J Reese;
Michael Reyes; Helen McKenna & Allan Ridley; James and Nita Roethe; Ruth Rogow;
Leslie Rose and Alan Ramo; Pepi Ross; Anne Ruffino; Maria Sargent; John Schloendorn;
Glen Schneider; Linda Selph; Jacqueline Smalley; Elizabeth Sojourner; Chris Swarth;
Chris Tarr & Kevin Donahue; Laura Thomson; Linda Thurston; Mary Wand; Lauren
Webster; Steven Weissman and Laura Mahanes; Mary Wheeler; Stephen and Karen
Wiel; Viviana Wolinsky and Steven Hunter; Edward Zhou; Sam Zuckerman

$500 - $999

Susan Abby; Susan Acquistapace; Jan Ambrosini and Tim Stroshane; Mark and Mary
Ashby; Nancy G Beckman; Diane and Tom Bennett; Caryn Bern; Marjorie Blackwell;
Frances L Blau; Nancy Buell; Anne Cahill Hansen; Sue Carlisle; Linda and Bob Carloni;
Marcy Carpenter; Betty and Peter Carson; Eve Conner; Robert and Carol Coon;
Barbara G. Davis; Linda De Lucchi; Sandy Emerson; Bob Epstein and Amy Roth; Marsha
Feinland; Carolina Fernandez; Polly Gorin; Dorothy D Gregor; Daryl Anne Goldman
and Jeanette Nichols; Danny Grossman and Linda Gerard; Amanda Hamilton; David
Hamilton and Nancy Huneke; Dolores M Hansen; Dan Harris and Lois Hirsch; Sylvia
Hawley and James Allen; Elisabeth Heidorn; Kathryn Heintz; Derry and Deirdre
Henderson; Don and Ann Hughes; Megan Jankowski; Dwight L. Johnson; Janet
Johnston; Judy Johnstone and Tom Delaney; Lorian G. Jones and Albert and Margaret
Buchanan; Jacqueline Jones; William Kezer; Marilyn Kinch; Tim Kingston; Gudrun Kleist;
Janet Koike; Annis and Nick Kukulan; Julia Lakes; Stephen and Vanessa Lambright;
Dawn and Jacquelyn Lemoine; Marie and Barry Lipman; Lynn MacDonald; John
MacLennan; Lara Mahlik; Gloria Markowitz and Ken Ackerman; Jeffery R. Martin; Bruce
Mast and Juliet Cox; William McCormack; Mara and Don Melandry; Claudia Jo Miller;
Sharon Morris; Wendy Niles and Alexander Brennen; Elizabeth Nixon; Marita O'Reilley;
Madeline Ono; Patrick Owens; Carol Pachl; John Palo; Jean Pfann; Bob Power and Amy

Continued on next page



DONORS \

Forseth; Madhav Puri; Marjorie Randolph; Justin Roderman; Steven Rosenberg and Elizabeth
Rost-Rosenberg; Daniel Roth; Anne B. Rowe; Alexandra Sabin; Carl Schaper; Judy Schwartz and
Rod Miller; Amanda Seyfer; Gloria Shaffer; Anna Sojourner; Richard Spickard and Charlotte
Anderson; Delia Taylor and John Waldo; Theresa Thomas; Penny Thompson; Louise Velazquez
Tully; Katherine Tynan; Mukund and Margarette Untawale; Liz Varnhagen; Paul Weaver and
Margaret Clarson; Shirley Wheatland; Sarah Wilson; Priscilla S Winslow; DeeAnn Yabusaki

$250 - $499

Barbara and Carlo Alesandrini; Laura Altieri; Rosie Andrews; Randall L Arnold; Debra Austin; Cyndi
Bakir; Paul Bartlett; Eddie Bartley and Noreen Weeden; Judy Bendix and Tom Pehrson; Karen
Berger; Dr. Marc Blumberg; Richard and Liz Bordow; Barbara Boyle; John Brenneman and Karen
O'Rourke; Crystal Brunzell; Arden Bucklin-Sporer; Barbara Brenner Buder; Deborah E Bullock; Carol
Henry; Jackie Care and Chris High; Chris Carmichael; Juli Chamberlin and Bob Toleno; Srikant
Char; Michael Chinn and Dana Gardner; Chrissy Christian; Katie B Clevenger; Tazuko Coffee; Laura
Condominas; Su Cox and Cathy Keyes; Mary Cranley; Patricia Cruse; James Cunradi; Gene and
Heather Cutler; Allison Dang; Ofir Davidovich; James and Claire Davis; Linda A. Deaktor; llana
DeBare and Sam Schuchat; Carole Deitrich; Wendy DelValle; Frank DeRosa and Janice Roudebush;
Linda L Eby; Blake Edgar and Kate Hoffman; Crystelle Egan; Lynne M Eggers; Beth Eichenberger;
Bill and Susan Epstein; Carolyn Espey; Linda Eyerman; Leora and Coleman Feeney; Feather Flores;
Dan S Foldes; Sue Forstat; Linda Fraley; Lee Friedman and Janet A Flammang; Margie Galleni; Adam
Gerhart; Valerie Glass; Peter Goldman; Janice Gonsalves; Viola Gonzales and Penn Hughes; Frank
and Luli Graetch; David Grasseschi and Rochelle Richardson; Susan Greef and M. R. Prochaska; Craig
and Diane Griffeath and Alan Grant; Whitney Grover and Elliott Callahan; Tracy Grubbs and Richard
Taylor; Anik Guha; Duan Han; John Harris and Lisa Palermo; Clive Harrison; Michele and Jerry
Harrison; Rosemary and Robert Heil; Susan Henderson; Douglas and Jeffrey Hendricks and Patricia
Langenhahn; Carole Herman and Thomas Brumfield; Patricia and William Hudson; Maija Hunter;
Naomi Ingra, Matt Clausen, and Avi and Shoshana Clausen-Ingra; Glenn and Patti Itano; Margaret
Janosch; Kathy Jarrett; Simon Jeffery; Dorothy Kakimoto; Erica Kawata; Karen Kenney and Steve
Choy; Jeffrey Kimball and Pamela Hog; Brien Kirk; Andy Knapp and Mike Propst; Anna Korn; Gail
Kurtz; Nancy Lemon and Blaine Devine; Robert & Hanno Lewis; Ann Linder; Tom and Brice Lockard
and Alix Marduel; Frank and Sally Lopez; Melissa Lucas and Vincent James; Patricia Mahoney;
Henry and DeAda Mally; Robert and Johanna Mandel; Michael McCue and Karen Klempka; Theresa
McGovern; Tara Mclntire; Joyce and David Mercado; Kate Merriman; Jaime Michaels; Beata Milhano;
Karen L Miller; Witt Monts; Anne and Thomas Morton; Martha Moses; Michelle Muir; Sharol Nelson-
Embry; Andrew Nguyen; Amy Nichols; Nancy Ober; Jesyka Palmer; Jean Perley; Cindy Pfost; Regina
Phelps; Phil Price and Juliet Lamont; Nancy Price; David Quady and Nancy Boas; Sonja Raub; Mark
Rauzon; Fred L Rinne; Tiffany Rose; Elizabeth Ross; Diane Ross-Leech and Robert Leech; Audrey
Ryan; Joyce A Rybandt; Rusty Scalf; Mary E Schaefer; Verena Schelling; Greta and Emmanuel
Schnetzler; Alice Schofield and Valerie Valasquez; Philip Schwartz; Phillip Scott; Olivia Sears; Pam L
Shandrick; Paulette Sharp; Francie Shaw and Bob Perelman; Aditi Sheth; Donald Simonson; Barrie
Simpson and Nann White; Molly Singer; Nancy Skinner and Lance Brady; Nathan Smale and Hermine
Testard; Alex Smolyanskaya and Johnathon Daniel Brown; Frank Snitz and Louise Levenson-Snitz;
Kathryn Spence and Deepak Choudhury; Linda Spencer; Jennifer Steele and Arthur Ogus; Del Stipe;
Gretchen And Grover Stone; Emilie Strauss; Anita Taff-Rice; Deborah Tanaka-Laude; Chris Tarp; Gina
Tega; Glen Tepke; Mary Tienken; JoAnne Tillemans; Alex Trimble; Diane Turner Hihara; Stephen Van
Gordon; Linda Votteri; Stephen Waldman; Edward F Walsh; Mark Wegner and Mary Korn; Karen Weil;
Sharon and Bill Westernoff; Victor and Brenda Wong; Stephanie Woods; Pauline Yeckley; Mitchell
Youngman; Jaz Zaitlin and Mark Nienberg; Lois Zell; Matt and Joann Zlatunich; Lynne Zolli

Golden Gate Bird Alliance is grateful for the hundreds of additional donors, too numerous to
list, whose contributions help fund our education, conservation, and advocacy efforts.

Leave a Legacy for Birds!

Join our RARA AVIS (Rare Bird) Society
by including GGBA in your will.

"After serving on the board and

volunteering in the office for years, it became clear how
bequests make a huge difference in Golden Gate Bird
Alliance’s mission to protect the birds and habitat in the
Bay Area.”

Linda Vallee, Former GGBA Board Member and RARA AVIS Society Member

Golden Gate Bird Alliance
2150 Allston Way, Suite 210, Berkeley, CA 94704

510.843.2222 ¢ ggas@goldengatebirds.org
goldengatebirdalliance.org

Financials, FY 2025

REVENUE
Individual Contributions 379,531
183,205
2,564,317
104,193
239,962

28,429

Grants
® |egacies & Bequests
® Memberships
® Programs & Events
® Other
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Total Revenue 3,499,636

EXPENSES

® Program Services $ 730,081
® General & Administrative $ 321,300
® Fundraising $ 90,794

Total Expenses $ 1,142,175

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
Total Liabilities $ 139,555
Net Assets $ 3,245,944

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $ 3,385,499

(Above) Caspian Tern.

Alan Krakauer
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