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Leader: 
 

Juan-Carlos Solis: Has worked as a naturalist and education 
program manager for 20 years in California. He has led natural 
history expeditions and lectured in Antarctica, Australia, India, 
Sweden and across the Americas. He is a former Public 
Programs Manager and Research Field Associate for the 
Ornithology and Mammalogy Department at the California 
Academy of Sciences, Senior Naturalist for the Oceanic Society, 
and class instructor for the Golden Gate Audubon Society.  
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Baja’s Birds & Gray Whales 2018 
Golden Gate Audubon Society & Quetzal Adventures 
 

February 17-24, 2018   
$2,684 per person 

(7.5% of trip’s cost donated to 

 Golden Gate Audubon Society)   
 

 

Explore Baja California’s Cape region in search for birds and 

meet 35-ton Gray Whales during their annual migration to 

Baja’s costal lagoons. The Cape is one of Mexico’s prime 

birding hotspots. It has 6 endemic bird species, including the 

stunning Xantus’s Hummingbird and various unique 

subspecies such as the pale San Lucas Robin. Baja’s vast and 

mostly undeveloped terrain and desert oases provide 

migratory stopovers for landbirds, including flocks of 

Brewer’s and Clay-colored Sparrows and Lark Buntings along 

with wintering Cassin’s Kingbirds and Black-and-White 

Warblers. Moreover, Baja’s jagged coastline provide habitat 

for thousands of resident and migratory shorebirds and 

waterfowl, including Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal, 

American Oystercatcher, Reddish Egrets and Tricolored Herons.  
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Questions? 
 

Quetzal Adventures                         
www.QuetzalAdventures.com                  

(925) 222-8573 
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Day 7: Magdalena Bay. We’ll take a boat tour in Magdalena 
Bay and search for gray whales. There is a real possibility of 
meeting newly born calves who are often curios and approach 
boats. Other whale behaviors we may see are nursing, mating, 
spyhopping, and breaching.  
 

Day 8: Todos Santos. Wake up at a desert oasis and look for 
more resident and migratory birds including green-tailed 
towhee, and the endemic Xantus’s hummingbird. Later in the 
morning, we’ll head back to San Jose del Cabo where our 
adventure ends.  
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Itinerary: 
 

Day 1: San Jose del Cabo. The adventure begins 
with dinner and cocktails at our hotel lobby 
 

Day 2: Estero San Jose. Morning birding at the 
Estero, a large of body of water with vast wetlands 
where fresh water from Rio San Jose meets saltwater 
from the Pacific Ocean. We’ll search for the endemic 
Belding’s yellowthroat. 
 

Day 3: Sierra de la Laguna. Search for endemic 
birds in oak woodlands at 2500 ft. above sea level. 
We’ll look for the “San Lucas” robin, “Viosca” band-
tailed pigeon and the Cape’s pygmy-owl 

 
Day 4: Sonoran Desert.  Bird the Sonoran Desert in 
search for the endemic Xantus’s hummingbird, gray 
thrasher, and other birds such as Costa’s 
hummingbird, black-throated, clay-colored and 
Brewer’s sparrows.   
 

Day 5: La Paz. With some of the best mudflats in 
Western Mexico surrounding a large bay, we’ll look for 
shorebirds such as Wilson’s plovers and others such as 
white ibis, and blue-footed boobies.   
 

Day 6: Dessert & Mangroves. Will drive along the 
coast along the rocky shoreline and look for more 
shorebirds such as American oystercatcher, surfbird. 
We’ll also peek into patches of mangroves in search for 
yellow-crowned herons, reddish egret, and the endemic 
“Mangrove” yellow warbler. 
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