
am Young stood on the ridge 
of Albany Bulb and trained 

her binoculars onto the sandy 
beach where the bulb meets the 
main East Bay shoreline. Five or six 
dogs cavorted off-leash across the 
sand, in and out of the water.
    “You’d see plovers on this beach 
if not for the dogs,” she murmured. 
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SPEAKING OUT  
FOR BIRDS IN  
THE EAST BAY
by ilana debare

Black Oystercatcher at Albany Bulb
Allen Hirsch, allenh.zenfolio.com

allenh.zenfolio.com
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GGAS conservation activists meet with East Bay Regional Park District rangers in Alameda.

CONSERVATION COMMITTEES: 
AN INVALUABLE BRAIN TRUST

by cindy margulis, executive director

ince becoming Executive Director, 
I’ve been amazed by how profoundly 

our work is advanced by volunteers. Of 
course I deeply respect the passion and skill 
of our staff, but the prodigious talents, ener-
gies, and intelligence of our volunteer corps 
magnify our impact tremendously. Most 
people, aware of our 98-year track record of 
championing conservation in the Bay Area, 
imagine that GGAS has a much larger staff 
and budget than we actually have. In fact, 
the real secret to our success is that we 
deploy—I kid you not—approximately 300 
times as many volunteers as staff. 

Everything we do—from our 120+ 
popular field trips and award-winning Eco-
Education programs for underserved kids, 
to our citizen science projects and success-
ful habitat restoration efforts on both sides 
of San Francisco Bay—depends upon the 
participation of volunteers.

This issue’s main story highlights how 
one well-led interdisciplinary team of vol-
unteers achieves results. GGAS’s three 
distinct conservation committees—San 
Francisco, East Bay, and Friends of the 
Alameda Wildlife Reserve—focus on differ-
ent areas and address a variety of concerns. 

FAWR works closely with multiple govern-
ment entities and marshals volunteers to 
support the colony of endangered Califor-
nia Least Terns and other species living 
at Alameda Point (the former U.S. Naval 
Air Station site), while the San Francisco 
and East Bay committees keep busy on a 
litany of issues, including formulating draft 
recommendations for local governments 
and land managers to protect birds under 
threat in our burgeoning metropolis. The 
committees analyze issues, research best 
practices, and generate solutions that work 
well for birds and for people. Scientists, 
lawyers, educators, writers, and individuals 
with diverse talents come together to make 
Golden Gate Audubon’s voice so effective. 
By leveraging such intellectual capacity, our 
recommendations are not just thorough but 
achievable. 

Nowadays, conservation is a collabora-
tive enterprise. Ideals and passion are not 
enough. We also need energy to conduct 
citizen science, diverse mindsets to address 
complex issues (and evaluate 500-page 
Environmental Impact Reports!), and a 
willingness to work together in a coordi-
nated fashion. 

Fortunately, GGAS’s recommendations 
often do prevail—because the collective 
brain trust and diligence of our conserva-
tion committees makes us especially good 
at defining feasible win-win situations. 
Thank goodness! 

And thank you…to all our conservation 
committee volunteers and to our donors 
whose generosity, during Birdathon and 
throughout the year, sustain the volume of 
our conservation work.

NEWS BRIEFS

Tree Care Brochure  
in Spanish
Our Healthy Trees, Healthy Birds 
brochure is now available in Spanish 
as well as English! Help prevent 
damage to nests during tree care. 
Share a copy with your landscaper  
or tree trimmer. Download it from 
our web site or call our office at  
510.843.2222. 

Save Birds from Fishing Line
Discarded plastic fishing line is a 
major hazard, entangling water birds 
and often drowning or strangling 
them. We’re working to install 
fishing line recycling containers 
and educational signage at local 
fishing sites along the Bay. To 
get involved, email nweeden@
goldengateaudubon.org 

Learn about GGAS Events  
by Email
Are you receiving our monthly 
emails listing our upcoming free 
Field Trips and other birding 
events? If not, you’re missing 
out on a lot of fun! Send your 
current email address to idebare@
goldengateaudubon.org and we’ll 
add you to the list. 

Bay Area Rare Bird Sightings
What exciting avian visitors have 
we had recently? Each month Bruce 
Mast compiles rare or unusual Bay 
Area bird sightings on our website. 
You can find Bruce’s current and 
past Observations columns at 
goldengateaudubon.org/birding-
resources/observations. Call in your 
rare sightings at 415.681.7422.

s

mailto:nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:idebare@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:idebare@goldengateaudubon.org
http://goldengateaudubon.org/birding-resources/observations/
http://goldengateaudubon.org/birding-resources/observations/
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BAY AREA HOTSPOT

erkeley old-timers remember when Cesar 
Chavez Park was a dump, the last of the active 

East Bay landfills. It would cost nothing to leave a 
truckload of trash on a smelly mound, surrounded by 
thousands of circling gulls. After the dump closed in 
1983, the 90 acres on San Francisco Bay were capped 
and sealed and gradually transformed into a park with 
some of the most astounding views in the Bay Area.

Today the park is a treasure trove for birders, who 
can spot up to 150 species from low hills and grasslands 
bordered by the bay and a shallow tidal basin. 

A paved, flat loop trail circles the edge of the park. 
Starting near the DoubleTree Hotel on Marina Blvd., 
you’ll find wintering water birds such as scaups, Buffle-
heads, Ruddy Ducks, and grebes feeding in the tidal 
basin. 

Further along, look for shy Burrowing Owls—a Cali-
fornia Species of Special Concern—poking their heads 
out of ground squirrel burrows between November and 
March. They can be hard to spot, but the volunteers 
in Golden Gate Audubon’s Burrowing Owl docent pro-
gram can help you out.  

Note the low concrete art installation on the north 

side of the path. GGAS volunteers worked with the city 
to ensure this sculpture—which echoes the line of the 
hills—doubles as a visible border to protect the owls 
when they’re present.

Heading west, you leave behind the visible signs 
of civilization with just the bay and Mount Tamalpais 
in the distance. You could be in the Outer Hebrides. 
Look for the Barn Owl boxes, high on stilts. The trail 
is lined with sweet fennel, where you can spot Red-
winged Blackbirds, sparrows, finches, and with luck, a 
meadowlark.

The park also has an abundance of dogs, with a 
17-acre off-leash area in the center. Overgrown fox-
tail grasses threaten the dogs’ safety, and the City of 
Berkeley is considering options such as mowing, better 
vegetation management, or moving the dog area.

Golden Gate Audubon’s East Bay Conservation 
Committee is an active part of the debate. We advo-
cate moving the dog area to the southeastern corner of 
the park, which would not only make mowing easier but 
would be closer to parking and further from the Bur-
rowing Owls and other wildlife. 

Read a longer version of this article on goldengate 
audubon.org/blog, where you can also find information on 
other local Birding Hotspots. 

(Left) A paved loop trail encircles the park; (above) Red-winged 
Blackbird at Cesar Chavez Park; (below) Burrowing Owl at Cesar 
Chavez Park.

CESAR CHAVEZ PARK
by toni mester

Have a favorite birding site you’d like to share? Contact idebare@goldengateaudubon.org.

LOCATION

11 Spinnaker Way
Berkeley

Once a 
dump, 
the park 
today is a 
treasure 
trove for 
birders. 
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http://goldengateaudubon.org/blog-posts/cesar-chavez-park-birding-hotspot-2/
http://goldengateaudubon.org/blog-posts/cesar-chavez-park-birding-hotspot-2/
http://goldengateaudubon.org/categories/hotspots/
mailto:idebare@goldengateaudubon.org
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Bryan’s Shearwater

SPEAKER SERIES

DISCOVERING AND 
CONSERVING BRYAN’S 
SHEARWATER 
peter pyle

Bryan’s Shearwater (Puffinus bryani) was identified for the first time 
in 2011 by Peter Pyle and two colleagues, based on DNA analysis 
of a specimen collected in 1963 on Midway Atoll. That specimen 
had initially been misidentified as a Little Shearwater. Peter will 
recount discovery of the new species, which was named after his 
grandfather, a long-time curator at Honolulu’s Bishop Museum. He 
will share information on these birds, their habitat requirements, 
and attempts to locate them with remote audio-recording devices 
designed by U.C. Santa Cruz researchers. Bryan’s Shearwaters 
appear to be extremely rare and in need of targeted conservation 
actions to increase their population size. 

Peter Pyle is an ornithologist and marine biologist who works for 
the Institute for Bird Populations in Point Reyes Station. He has 
authored over 120 scientific papers and is well-known among bird 
banders for his Identification Guides summarizing molt, ageing, and 
sexing information for birds in the hand. 

Our current drought has challenged 
landscape architects to find new ways 
to design residential landscapes. As 
we move away from water-intensive 
plants and lawns, towards designs that 
incorporate drought-tolerant and native 
species, there are new opportunities to 
create more sustainable landscapes with diverse habitats for birds 
and butterflies. Nancy Kent, a California landscape architect with a 
practice in Oakland, will discuss evolving garden design and garden 
elements that encourage diverse wildlife and plant communities.

A Parks Commissioner for Piedmont, Nancy is working with the 
city, EBMUD, and StopWaste.org to create a bay-friendly park from 
a water-intensive lawn landscape. 

Explore the lives of birds through a 
presentation of sound recordings from 
Cornell’s Macaulay Library, the world’s 
largest archive of bird sounds.  From the 
stunningly beautiful to the bizarre, from 
drumming to mimicry, from the Night-
ingale to the Musician Wren…we will 
listen to sounds that birds use to com-
municate, and learn what sounds tell us 
about their complex lives. 

Greg Budney has worked at the 
Macauley Library for 34 years and is currently its Curator for Col-
lection Development and Outreach. He created a sound recording 
training course that has trained about 500 scientists and volunteers 
for field research.

BIRDATHON AWARDS CELEBRATION
Oakland
Sunday, May 17, 3–6 p.m.
Whether or not you went on a Birdathon trip, join us for a fun 
afternoon celebrating the beauty of birds on Sunday, May 17! Mingle 
with birding friends while enjoying gourmet appetizers and premium 
wines from Robert Young Estate Winery and Hawkes Wines—the 
hosts of our Birds and Wine Birdathon trip. Visit with live raptors 
from Native Bird Connections, view bird prints by Berkeley artist 
Maggie Hurley, and try out some new binoculars from Woodland 
Hills Cameras & Telescopes…all at a stunning Oakland Hills home 
with views of Chabot Regional Park. See goldengateaudubon.org/
birdathon2015-celebration for details and tickets. 

LOCATION / DATE

San Francisco
Thursday, April 16
7:00 p.m. refreshments
7:30 p.m. program

THE CALIFORNIA 
DROUGHT AND 
GARDENING FOR 
WILDLIFE
nancy kent

HIDDEN LIVES  
OF BIRDS: THEIR 
WORLD OF SOUND
greg budney

Berkeley
Thursday, May 21
7:00 p.m. refreshments
7:30 p.m. program

San Francisco
Thursday, June 18
7:00 p.m. refreshments
7:30 p.m. program

LOCATION / DATE

LOCATION / DATE

San Francisco: First Unitarian Universalist Church and Center, 1187 
Franklin Street (at Geary). Public transit, street parking, and parking in 
a lot for a fee are available. Directions: Visit www.uusf.org/visitors_faq.
html, and use the Map It! link on the left. 

Berkeley: Northbrae Community Church, 941 The Alameda (between 
Solano and Marin). Directions: www.northbrae.org/directions.html.
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Pioneer bird song recordist 
Peter Paul Kellogg, 1950s. 

StopWaste.org
http://goldengateaudubon.org/donate/birdathon2015/birdathon-2015-awards-celebration/
http://goldengateaudubon.org/donate/birdathon2015/birdathon-2015-awards-celebration/
www.uusf.org/visitors_faq.html
www.uusf.org/visitors_faq.html
www.northbrae.org/directions.html
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EAST BAY CONTINUED from page 1

FEATURES

Pam is a member of Golden Gate 
Audubon Society’s East Bay Conservation 
Committee. One of GGAS’s most active 
volunteer committees, the EBCC gathers 
data on local birds at risk, meets with gov-
ernment officials, and submits thoughtful, 
well-researched comments on development 
projects affecting wildlife.

Two of their current hot-button issues: 
Plans for the future of Albany Bulb and 
Beach, where Pam Young was looking for 
shorebirds, and protecting a Cliff Swallow 
colony in Orinda.

Albany Shoreline
The Albany Bulb, a former landfill jutting 
into the bay just north of the Golden Gate 
Fields race track, became part of Eastshore 
State Park in 2002. For years, its over-
grown, rebar-studded landscape was filled 
with homeless encampments. But in 2013 
and 2014, the City of Albany removed the 
homeless camps, widened trails, and elimi-
nated shrubbery to make the bulb a safer 
and more attractive park destination. 

City and park district officials are now 
holding a planning process to determine the 
site’s future—and GGAS committee mem-
bers are weighing in. 

“We favor passive recreation, which 
includes hiking and biking and birding,” 
said Young. “We don’t think it should 
include things like a boat launch.”

A related issue is management of Albany 
Beach, next to the Bulb. Current park reg-
ulations prohibit dogs on the beach, and 

require dogs to be on-leash elsewhere on 
the Bulb.

But—as Pam was documenting through 
her binoculars—dogs illegally dominate the 
beach. It’s common to see off-leash dogs 
throughout the Bulb area. 

So Golden Gate Audubon is pushing for 
stronger enforcement of existing dog rules 
at the Albany shoreline. 

“This is a very fragile area that attracts a 
variety of uplands and shoreline birds,” said 
Young, who herself is a dog owner. “It’s a 
small area, so the impacts of off-leash dogs 
are relatively greater. And dog owners have 
access to wonderful off-leash parks nearby 
at Point Isabel and Cesar Chavez Park.”

Wilder Swallows
Twelve miles away in Orinda, conservation 
committee members Erica Rutherford and 
John Colbert have been working to protect 
a colony of Cliff Swallows. 

They started visiting the former Wilder 
Ranch—now under construction as a resi-
dential development—when they heard 
of a Rock Wren sighting during the 2013 
Christmas Bird Count.

Last spring, they spotted nine occupied 
Cliff Swallow nests in the restroom eaves at 
a sports field there, and at least 30 nests at 

Albany Bulb and Beach is a fragile, relatively small area 
that attracts a variety of uplands and shoreline birds. 

the Quarry House community center. But 
the next week they found all the Quarry 
House nests removed, and remnants of bro-
ken nests on the ground at the sports field. 

Swallows and their nests are protected 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 
1918, among other regulations. It is illegal 
to intentionally destroy swallow nests, eggs, 
or young without a permit. 

 “At the Quarry House, surely the main-
tenance staff is responsible for nest removal 
because the eaves are too high for anyone 
else to reach,” said Rutherford. 

GGAS contacted city officials, who 
agreed to hang reflective strips over the 
restroom doors as a more humane deterrent 
to nest-building. GGAS also produced edu-
cational flyers about the swallows for sports 
field users.

Meanwhile, Rutherford and Colbert 
hope to extend this educational outreach 
to Wilder homebuyers as well. “People are 
presumably moving here to be close to 
nature,” Rutherford said. “We hope they 
will see nesting birds as an opportunity, not 
a nuisance.” 

To get involved in the East Bay Conser-
vation Committee, contact chair April Rose 
Sommer at april@sommerpublicinterestlaw.
com. 

GGAS is working to ensure Orinda swallows can nest successfully like these at Lake Berryessa.

Pam Young looks south at Albany Beach.
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GOLDEN EAGLE
$1000 or more 
Carol Baxter, Estate of 
Hans Bruijnes, Katherine 
Erickson, David Haray, 
Harold C. Kirker, Patricia 
Kirkpatrick, Miles & Mel 
McKey, John Nelson, 
Karen Rosenbaum & 
Ben McClinton, SCS 
Global Services, Kuppe 
G. Shankar, Jon & Donna 
Sieker, Jacqueline 
Smalley, Estate of John 
Sudall, Sylvia L. Sykora, 
Marshall White

PEREGRINE FALCON 
($500 to $999)
Barbara Anderson, Ellen 
Barth, Tom Bennett, 
Caroline Booth, Andrea 
Burhoe, Cox Family 
Fund, Lisa W. Esherick, 
Steve Foreman, Bob 
Hallet, Helen M. Heller, 
William Hudson, Patricia 
Langenhahn & Doug 
Hendricks, Connie 
Malloy, Robert & 
Johanna Mandel, Kelly 
Purcell, Linda Vallee

LEAST TERN 
($250 to $499)
Linda Agerter, Annie 
& David Armstrong, 
Johanna K. Baruch, 
Jacqueline Craig, Frank 
G. Delfino, Linda L. Eby, 
Lucia Edwards, Jane 
Freeman, Angie Geiger, 
Viola Gonzales, Jim & 
Linda Hargrove, Keelung 
Hong, Diane Luders, 
Audre & Roger Newman, 
George Peyton, George 
& Elaine Shelby, 
Elizabeth F. Sojourner, 
Carla Soracco, Wendy 
Jeane Warrington, 
Brenda & Victor Wong, 
Jaz Zeitlin

RIDGWAY’S RAIL 
($100 to $249)
William H. Barnaby, 
Pamela Jeanne 
Belchamber, Marjorie 
Blackwell, Richard & Liz 
Bordow, Claire Bove, 
Florence D. Bowen, 
June F. Browne, Peter 
Caldwell, Linda & Bob 
Carloni, Joan Carroll, Al 
Caruso, David Cassell, 
Sally Cedarblade, Devin 
Church, Courtney 
Clarkson & Roy Leggitt, 
John Colbert & Erica 
Rutherford, Eve Conner, 
Barbara Dean, Ilana 
DeBare, Margaret 
DeCicco, Barbara 
Dengler, Frances 

Thank you for your generous donations to support our 
many conservation, education, and member activities!
Donations from December 1, 2014 through February 28, 2015

DONATIONS

Dupont, Carolyn 
Edmunds, Jane Freeman, 
Linda & Robert T. Fries, 
Robert Friese, Carol 
Lee Ginsburg, Daryl 
Goldman, Rivka P. 
Gordon, Susan Greef, 
Dorothy D. Gregor, 
Donald M. Gregory, 
Jr., Catherine Gordon 
Gross, Lois Hayn, 
Wendy L. Howell, 
Wen Hsu, Paul Iracki, 
Barbara Brooten Job, 
Anne K. Kelley, Helena 
Kirkwood, Patricia Kulda, 
Eileen Leatherman, 
Dawn Lemoine, David 
& Susanna Lombardi, 
Steve & Carol Lombardi, 
Barbara Loomis & 
Stephen Elspas, Miya 
Lucas, Bret Lyon, 
Bharati Mandapati, 
Cindy Margulis, Nan 
Parks McCarthy, Joseph 
Megan, Catherine 
Messman, Kieran J. 
McCormick, Mona & 
Horacio Mena, Tara 
Morcom, Dan & Joan 
Murphy, Amanda 
Nelson, Bonnie Ng, Jill 
O'Brien, Jean Ovenden, 
Susan Palo, Richard 
Price, Laurel Przybylski, 
Edward Reyes, Eileen 
Richey, Jeffrey F. 
Robinson, Pepi Ross, 
Diane Ross-Leech, Carla 
Rugeroni, Sylvia Sabel, 
Rusty Scalf, Jonathan 
Schilling, L. J. Sequeira, 
Pamela L. Shandrick, 
Mary J. Sheffield, 
Edward A. Sickles, 
Donald Simborg, Ellen 
Simms, Tom Spillane, 
Jeanne M. Starr, James 
D. Stillwell, Don & Ruth 
Stiver, Robert & Julianne 
Stokstad, Madelyn 
Stone, Lorna Strotz, 
Jan Sutcher, Daniel P. 
Sweet, Nancy Szymanski, 
Stephen Taylor, Jean C. 
Thomas, Larry Tierney, 
Elizabeth Tuck, Linda 
& Bernhard Votteri, 
Stephen Waldman, 
Rube Warren, Steven 
L. Weinberg, Juliette 
Wheeler, Stephanie 
Woods, Emma Yee, Jaz 
Zaitlin

GIFTS 
Alice Abbott, Jen 
Aanestad, Jon Adams, 
Marianne Adkins, 
George B. Almeida, Patty 
Ames, Richard Angilly, 
Edgar E. Antonio, 
Clara H. Arakaki, Erica 
C. Arteseros, David 

Assmann, Kim Barber, 
James Barse, Laureen 
Bausone, Marita Beckum, 
Wendy Beers, Valerie 
Behrendt, Bruce Bell, 
Miriam Benert, Walter 
Berger, Jody Berke, 
Judith A. Bernhard, 
Martha S. Berthelsen, 
Nina Beutel, Eric Biber, 
Annette L. Billingsley, 
Elinor R. Blake, Frances 
Bonner, David Bowden, 
Claudia M. Bowman, 
Cathryn J. Brash, John 
N. Brenneman, Kathleen 
Brown, Emma C. 
Brown, Karen H. Brown, 
Rory Brown, Paige 
Brown, Cheri Bryant, 
Maryellen Buckley, 
Beth Buggs, Deborah 
Bullock, Mary G. Burke, 
Laura Buss, Karen A. 
Butterfield, Muriel Cahn, 
Dona Candela, Chris 
Carmichael, Claire M. 
Castell, Kitty Chan, Toni 
Childress, Toni Church, 
Maggie Christ, Inger 
Coble, Barbara Conheim, 
Tyler Craft, Cira M. Curri, 
Loring Dales, Sylvia Darr, 
Martha J. Davis, Sheri 
De Carlo, Cornelia Y. 
de Schepper, Margaret 
Deane, Deb DeBare, 
Madeline A. DeCicco, 
Sheila Dickie, Susan 
Diridoni, Mary Donovan, 
Mary Lou Dubois, Burton 
Edwards, Elizabeth 
Erlich, Susan H. Euing, 
Grace H. Fawcett, Nancy 
Fee, Lewis J. Feldman, 
Wendi Felson, Ronald L. 
Felzer, William Ferguson, 
Marjorie Fletcher, Stella 
Fong-Goodheart, 
Jessica Forbess, 
Cynthia L. Fosselius, 
Sheira Freedman, Leslie 
Friedman, Peter Galvin, 
Barbara M. Gex, William 
J. Giddens, M. Whitney 
Gilkey, Valerie Glass, 
Erica Goode, Selma 
Graham, Pauline Elspeth 
Grant, Gia Granucci, Paul 
Grunland, Isa Gucciardi, 
Bob Gunderson, Judith 
Ann A. Gurbaxani, Linda 
Gustafson, Jayne K. 
Haldane, Christine Hall, 
Robert N. Hall, Mike 
Hall, Charles Hammond, 
Margaret Hangan, Carol 
L. Hanson, Grace Hardie, 
Delores E. Harkin, 
Sarah J. Harrington, 
Christine Hayamizu, 
Pam Hemphill, Jo Ann 
Herr, Donald Heyneman, 
Dan Hill, Celia Hinshaw, 
Jan Hintermeister, 

Ingrid Hogle, David C. 
Holcombe, OD, Sidney 
J. Hollister, Don & Ann 
Hughes, Lynda Hurley, 
Dale Ikeda, Nancy C. 
Issel-Mayes, Glenn H. 
Itano, Susan Ito, Kimberly 
Jannarone, Peg Janosch, 
Naomi Janowitz, 
M. Anne Jennings, 
Carolyn Jones, Betty 
Jung, Maxine Karell, 
Tim S. Kask, Jonathan 
Kaufman, Richard A. 
Kaufmann, Mamiko 
Kawaguchi, Tobin 
Kendrick, Gertrude 
Kin, Frederick Kintzer, 
Pat Kline, Peter Knoot, 
June Kodani, Monteser 
D. Kohn, Lori Korleski 
& Jim Richardson, 
Anna Korn, Heather A. 
Koshinsky, Rita Kresha, 
Carol Kuelper, Sarah J. 
Kulberg, Rosalind Kutler, 
Pansy Kwong, Maureen 
Lahiff, Corinne Lambden, 
Lori A. Lambertson, 
John Langdell, Joyce 
M. Larrick, Thomas Lee, 
Sharon Leong, Leslie 
Lethridge, Paula Levy, 
William Z. Lidicker, 
Teresa Lin, Helen & 
William Lindqvist, 
Elizabeth H. Littell, 
Michele Lodin, Carole A. 
Lohr, Melanie Paula Lutz, 
Claire Magowan, Janet 
Mandelstam, Eugenie 
Marek, Lupe Mariscal, 
Gloria P. Markowitz, 
Marsha Mather-Thrift, 
Mary A. McCrea, 
Suzanne McCulloch, 
Rebecca McKee, Karen 
A. McLellan, Dwane 
Michael, Daniel & Josuha 
Miller, Jill Moak, Barbara 
Moffat, Carol M. Moll, 
Elizabeth Montgomery, 
Linda Morgan, Whitney 
Mortimer, Sharon 
Muneno, Claire Murphy, 
Monique Ninove, Corina 
Ng, Ann Nore, Ann 
Nutt, Elizabeth O'Brien, 
Jennifer O'Brien, 
Cynthia O'Brien, Lori 
Onderwyzer & David 
Gold, Linda Oppen, 
Miriam Osborne, 
Nancy Page, Morton D. 
Paley, Mason Pancoast, 
Manjot Pannu, Ellen 
Pearce, Barbara Pearl, 
Joel Perlstein, Ada 
Peterson, Connie Philipp, 
Nancy Platford, Jay J. 
Price, Joan Primeau, 
Wendy Pulling, Dan 
Rademacher, Lindsay 
Ralphs, Darryl L. Raszl, 
Lyn Reese, Patricia L. 

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Judith Dunham, in honor of the Dunham-Harvey family
Vera Harris, in honor of Dan Harris
Deirdre Henderson, in honor of Derry Henderson
Yvonne Jacobs, in honor of Fred & Marsha Lohden
June Kodani, in honor of Alan Kaplan
Amy Regan Morehouse, in honor of William Regan III

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Elaine Geffen, in memory of Eugenia Ng
Danielle Cummins, in memory of Mark Collins
Cheryl Simes, in memory of Mark Collins
Katrina & David Manning, in memory of Mark Collins
Randal Webb, in memory of Mark Collins
Ramona Wilkerson, in memory of Sandra Wilkerson

IN-KIND GIFTS
Alliance for Community Trees, Marjorie Blackwell, 
Jacqueline Craig, East Bay Regional Park District, Nancy 
Johnston, Lee Karney, Leslie Laurien, Susan Mullaney, 
Parks Conservancy, Port of San Francisco, Recology, San 
Francisco Recreation & Parks Department, Starbucks 
Coffee, Emilie Strauss, Ruth Tobey, Dave Yuhas

EMPLOYEE GIFT MATCHES
Appdynamics (Pamela Clark)
Chevron (Bob Lewis)
PG&E (Diane Ross-Leech, Kathleen Brown)
Gap Inc. (Gail Levitt Gershon)
Wells Fargo (Jennifer Daggy)

GRANTS
Jiji Foundation
San Francisco Foundation
Uplands Family Foundation

BIRDATHON 2015 CORPORATE SPONSORS 

BRONZE SPONSORS
Dolphin Charters
Recology
SCS Global Services

COPPER SPONSORS
Emergency Management & Safety Solutions
Hansen Aggregates
Lozeau Drury LLP
LSA Associates
Woodland Hills Camera & Telescopes

Reese, Barbara Renton, 
Bernadine Riordan, 
Krehe H. Ritter, Bette 
I. Roberts-Collins, 
Deborah Robison, 
Becky Robinson, Dennis 
Romano, Cecelia 
Ronis, Linda Rosen, 
Laura Russell, Joyce 
A. Rybandt, Carolyn 
Said, Peter & Lois 
Schneider, Eric Schwartz, 
Adele Schwarz, Susan 
Scott, Cynthia Shaw, 
John Shoptaw, Edith 
Simonson, Molly Singer, 
Ben Sisson, Randi 
Slaughter-Broussal, 
Deborah P. Slotsky, 
Mary W. Small, Franklin 
Snitz, Katharine Snyder, 
Paul C. Soltow, William 
C. Springer, Joyce & 

James Stanek, Susan 
Stanley, Flora Steinman, 
Meg Stockwell, Erica 
Stone, Joanna Stout, 
Lynn M. Strandberg, 
Deborah Stratmann, 
Larry M. Sullivan, Barbara 
Sullivan, M. Sullivan &  
P.C. Monrad, Inge 
Svoboda, Christine Tai, 
Alex Taft, Aryeh Talnir, 
Jone and Joe Taylor, 
Margaret Thalhuber, 
David J. Thomas, Sandy 
J. Threlfall, Antonio 
Trillo, Ravi Vaidyanathan, 
Kevan Vander Wahl, 
Lia Waag, Kenneth B. 
Walters, Rachel Watson-
Clark, Robert Wernick, 
Thomas & Rosilyn White, 
Rita Widra-Kurpieski, 
Diane E. Wilson
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Executive Director
Cindy Margulis, 510.843.9912
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Education Director
Anthony DeCicco, 510.843.2222
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Volunteer Coordinator
Noreen Weeden, 510.301.0570
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Ilana DeBare, 510.301.5573
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NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BIRD BOX

415.681.7422

The Golden Gate Audubon Society was founded 
January 25, 1917, and became a chapter of National 
Audubon in 1948. Golden Gate Audubon Supporting 
Membership is $35 per year. Renewals should be 
sent to the Golden Gate Audubon office. The board 
of directors meets six times per year (schedule can 
be obtained from the office).

The Gull is published four times per year. Special 
third-class postage paid in Oakland, CA. Send 
address changes to the office promptly. The post 
office does not forward The Gull.

Golden Gate Audubon Society
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G 
Berkeley, CA 94702
Office hours:  Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  
9 a.m. – noon, and other hours by appointment
Tel 510.843.2222
www.goldengateaudubon.org
ggas@goldengateaudubon.org

Nature Store
Visit our online store at goldengateaudubon.org/
store.

Design by e.g. communications/www.egcommunications.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Return of the Terns
Alameda
Saturday, June 20
These naturalist-led bus tours are the one day 
each year when you can get a close-up view of 
the nesting colony of endangered California 
Least Terns at Alameda Point. Advance sign-up 
required. Check with us or East Bay Regional 
Parks in May for details. 

2015 Volunteer Appreciation Picnic
Alameda 
Saturday, June 20
Celebrate our incredible volunteers at our 
annual picnic, this year in Alameda after the 
Return of the Terns event. Join us from noon 
until 3 p.m. at the Sand Castle Picnic Area 
at Crown Beach, Otis Drive and 8th Street. 
Carpooling recommended.

FEATURES

BIRDATHON 2015: 
 MORE TRIPS, MORE FUN

Photo Big Day where people try to 
photograph 100 species of birds 

in 12 hours…A behind-the-scenes tour of 
the Oakland Zoo…Watching California 
Condors soar in the Ventana wilderness…
A combination of Sonoma’s best birding 
spots with private tastings at two premium 
wineries…

Birdathon 2015, taking place throughout 
the month of April, offers a wider and more 
exciting array of trips than ever. 

And with the enthusiastic involvement of 
Golden Gate Audubon members, we’re hop-
ing to hit our fundraising goal of $50,000 to 
help Bay Area birds!

It’s not too late to get involved. Although 
some of the 25 Birdathon trips filled up 
quickly, many still have openings. See golden 
gateaudubon.org/birdathon2015-trips. 

All participants who raise $100 or more 
will receive a free Birdathon t-shirt fea-
turing our Long-billed Curlew logo. Top 
fundraisers will win prizes such as two-
night stays at the Costanoa eco-lodge and 
Sierra Hot Springs lodge.

And fundraising isn’t as hard as it might 
seem!

“You wonder, ‘Can I really make a dif-
ference?’” said Bonnie Ng, last year’s top 
Birdathon fundraiser. 

Bonnie was a newcomer both to bird-
ing and to fundraising, but she wrote a 
heartfelt email to her friends about her 
desire to become a better birder and also 
to undertake a “togetherness project” with 
her husband.

a

The “Birding Boot Camp” trip was their 
joint project. And her outreach paid off in a 
whopping $2,480 to protect Bay Area birds.

“It was truly amazing the people who 
responded,” she said. “You just have to get 
over the fear of asking for money. You real-
ize there’s a greater cause that is worth 
stepping out for.”

 Even if you can’t take part in a Birdathon 
trip, join us at the Birdathon Awards Cel-
ebration on Sunday, May 17. (See details 
on page 4.) Celebrate spring, birds, friend-
ship…and raise a glass of Hawkes Wine or 
Robert Young Estate wine, the two Sonoma 
wineries that are featured in our Birds and 
Wine trip.

Many thanks to our terrific field trip 
leaders, Birdathon celebration volunteers, 
and members of the Birdathon 2015 Steering 
Committee who made it all happen: Holly 
Bern, Cathy Bleier, Linda Carloni, Ilana 
DeBare, Alan Harper, Dan Harris, Lisa Eileen 
Hern, Steve Lombardi, Cindy Margulis, Beth 
Moseley, Chris Okon, Judith Pynn, and 
Madelyn Stone.

mailto:mmoore@goldengateaudubon.org
gateaudubon.org/birdathon
http://goldengateaudubon.org/donate/birdathon2015/birdathon-2015-field-trips/
http://goldengateaudubon.org/donate/birdathon2015/birdathon-2015-field-trips/
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3  Bay Area Hotspot:
Cesar Chavez Park
There’s a lot more than Burrowing Owls at this 
Berkeley waterfront park.

4  Speaker Series
Discovering Bryan’s Shearwater, gardening for 
wildlife during our drought, and the hidden 
world of bird sounds.

7  Birdathon 2015
Our sixth annual Birdathon has more exciting 
trips than ever—and there’s still time to sign 
up for one.

BECOME A NEST BOX HOST
by ilana debare
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Western Bluebirds on nest box at San Pablo Park, Berkeley.

pring is nesting season…and a time when many bird lovers 
long for a close-up view of nestlings and parents. Installing a 

nest box in your yard is easier than ever, thanks to some great web 
sites with advice on how to design, place, and monitor boxes for 
various species.

Point Blue Conservation Science offers tips on “Being the Best 
Nest Box Landlord” at pointblue.org/uploads/assets/education/
songbirdboxes.pdf. 

And the Cornell Lab of Ornithology offers nest box instructions 

s

for over 50 species (not all local to the Bay Area) at nestwatch.org/
learn/all-about-birdhouses. 

Nest boxes are useful for cavity nesters—birds that normally nest 
in holes in trees. Here in the Bay Area, that includes species such 
as Western Bluebirds, Tree and Violet-green Swallows, Chestnut-
Backed Chickadees, Bewick’s and House Wrens, and in appropriate 
areas Ash-throated Flycatchers, American Kestrels, Barn Owls, and 
Western Screech Owls.

Cornell also has instructions for a nesting shelf for Barn Swallows 
and a nesting basket for Mourning Doves, two Bay Area species that 
are in decline and could use a helping hand.

The best time to install a nest box is winter, before nesting gets 
underway. Make sure your yard has the right habitat for the species 
you’re targeting. If outdoor cats frequent your yard, it’s not a safe 
place to install a box. 

Many decorative “bird houses” sold in home décor stores or craft 
galleries are completely unfit for actual birds! The most important 
feature is the entry hole, which should be big enough for your target 
species, but not big enough to allow non-native species like Euro-
pean Starlings. An exterior perch is unnecessary and in fact may 
endanger nestlings by providing easy entry to predators. See the 
Cornell or Point Blue web site for more design specifications.

Once your box is installed, you can monitor it and share your data 
with Cornell’s Nestwatch program. And each fall, once the young 
have fledged, clean the box using gloves, a mask, and a 10 percent 
solution of bleach to water.

No room in your own yard? GGAS often gets requests to provide 
nest boxes for schoolyards and parks. Let us know at nweeden@
goldengateaudubon.org if you’d like to help fund, build, or install 
nest boxes in public spaces.

www.goldengateaudubon.org
allenh.zenfolio.com
http://www.pointblue.org/uploads/assets/education/songbirdboxes.pdf
http://www.pointblue.org/uploads/assets/education/songbirdboxes.pdf
http://nestwatch.org/learn/all-about-birdhouses/
http://nestwatch.org/learn/all-about-birdhouses/
mailto:nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org
pointblue.org/uploads/assets/education/songbirdboxes.pdf
pointblue.org/uploads/assets/education/songbirdboxes.pdf

