
hen major bird conservation 

organizations teamed with the 

National Geographic Society to proclaim 

2018 as “The Year of the Bird,” in rec-

ognition of the 100th anniversary of the 

passage of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 

Golden Gate Audubon eagerly joined the 

initiative. GGAS chose to focus on urban 

birdlife and the value of wild birds to city 

environments.
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CHALK IT UP  
FOR THE YEAR  
OF THE BIRD
by blake edgar

Osprey 
John Ehrenfeld
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Snowy Egret in breeding display.

Laurie Wigham’s flock of Brown Pelican poses in chalk.

CELEBRATING HOW MUCH BIRDS  
ENHANCE OUR COMMUNITIES
by cindy margulis, executive director

his year, 2018, marks the cen-

tennial of our nation’s passage of 

the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the most 

important bird-protection law ever passed.  

To highlight the centenary of such cru-

cial legislation, organizations, including 

National Geographic Society, Audubon, 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Birdlife Inter-

national and myriad others across our 

nation have teamed up to call attention to 

what birds mean in our lives, in our commu-

nities, and to our environment as a whole.  

In this issue, you’ll read about how 

Golden Gate Audubon is championing 

local birdlife and cooperating to help birds 

thrive in our local communities.  What 

we’ve learned in a century of our work con-

necting people to birdlife is that, while the 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act saved a whole 

lot of species, the work is not finished but 

perpetual. Absolutely, we need this legisla-

tion to remain firm and strong, yet even as 

I write this, it’s infuriating to realize that 

forces in the Administration and in the 

US Congress are endeavoring to weaken 

this landmark piece of legislation or gut it, 

entirely.

Our antidote to those who would destroy 

our wildlife is not just to be vigilant and 

to oppose them, but to showcase the real 

truth:  birds are sources of wonder, joy, and 

discovery in our local communities. They 

are also vital ecosystem service provid-

ers:  pollinators like hummingbirds, seed 

dispersers like Acorn woodpeckers and 

Tanagers, aerators of soil such as Quail and 

California Towhees, natural rodent-pest 

controllers like owls and hawks, organic 

insect-pest managers like swifts and swal-

lows, essential recyclers like condors and 

vultures. There’s no end to what birds do 

for us.

Golden Gate Audubon’s mission is to 

engage people to experience the wonder 

of birds and to translate that wonder into 

actions which protect local bird populations 

and their habitats. We know that great laws 

are important, but we must also inspire 

and marshal everyone to care about birds. 

We are most effective when we team up 

and learn to collaborate with all those who 

care about bird survival, including local 

municipalities.  

In this issue you’ll read how two local 

cities have each partnered with Golden 

Gate Audubon in novel ways to honor their 

birdlife. When vibrant, rapidly growing 

communities focus on birds, they discover 

a bit of the magical quality of birds. Some-

how, birds summon what is best in each 

of us:  they inspire us to learn, to create, 

and to flock together to solve problems that 

challenge us. Cities that welcome birds and 

support their survival become even better 

places for humans, too.

t

https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
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THE BIRDS AND 
WILDLIFE OF 
PATAGONIA
patricia bacchetti

From Buenos Aires to Ushuaia, Patagonia offers the opportunity to 

see the Southern Hemisphere’s whales, sea lions, pumas, penguins, 

and a unique set of birds. Then, there are the glaciers and land-

scapes of the Southern Andes which are spectacular and easy to 

access. We will start the journey in the capital, Buenos Aires, and 

continue down through the rugged Valdez Peninsula, the glaciers of 

southeastern Argentina, dip into Chile’s wondrous Torres del Paine 

National Park with its population of protected pumas, and finish at 

the southernmost post office in the world, Ushuaia. Darwin spent 

a year of his life traveling Patagonia on his way to the Galapagos 

Islands, its wild past contributing to the development of his theory 

of evolution. We’ll view mammals of the land and sea, as well as 

most of the iconic birds of the Southern Cone, ending up in Dar-

win’s Beagle Channel.

Pat is a native of the great Central Valley of California, though 

she has been a resident of Oakland for the past 40 years. She’s wind-

ing down her career as a small animal veterinarian by birding and 

photographing as much of the world as she can-Antarctica is next!

Josh Engel, the founder of Red Hill Birding, has led birding trips 

on four continents and conducted research around the world. He is 

also an ornithologist at the Field Museum in Chicago.

What bird uses its voice to echo-

locate inside dark caves? Which 

bird sings a duet with itself? 

Which bird sings over a thou-

sand different songs? In this 

presentation, Nathan Pieplow 

shares remarkable audio from 

over a decade of recording birds 

in the field. You will see the 

sounds as well as hear them, 

learn the stories of the birds that made them, and what some of 

those birds are actually saying. 

Nathan teaches writing and rhetoric at the University of Col-

orado, Boulder. He is a former editor of the quarterly journal 

Colorado Birds and one of the developers of the Colorado County 

Birding Website and the Colorado Birding Trail. Growing up in 

South Dakota, Nathan got started identifying bird songs by study-

ing the classic “Birding By Ear” field guides in the Peterson series.  

In 2003, facing the frustrations of studying sounds for his first trips 

to Mexico and Costa Rica, he became dedicated to finding new and 

better ways to learn, describe and catalog bird sounds.

LOCATION / DATE

San Francisco

Thursday, July 19

6:30 p.m. refreshments, 

7 p.m. program

THE AMAZING 
SOUNDS OF BIRDS
nathan pieplow

Berkeley

Thursday, August 16

6:30 p.m. refreshments, 

7 p.m. program
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Magellanic Penguins.

On January 1st, 2014 Dorian 

Anderson departed a frozen 

Massachusetts to undertake 

one of the most ambitious bird-

ing projects in history: the first 

North American bicycle Big 

Year. In 365 days, he cycled 

18,000 miles through 28 states, 

raised $49,000 for bird conserva-

tion, and found 618 bird species. 

From New England to Florida, from Texas to the Pacific Northwest, 

and from Colorado to California, Dorian experienced the United 

States in the most memorable and unique manner imaginable. 

A lifelong birder, Dorian completed his B.S. in Molecular Biology 

at Stanford University and his Ph.D. in Developmental Genetics 

at NYU. An accomplished bird photographer, he works as a travel 

writer and bird guide while he finishes a book about his adventure. 

BIRDING THE UNITED 
STATES BY BICYCLE:  
AN 18,000-MILE 
AMERICAN ODYSSEY
dorian anderson 

San Francisco

Thursday, September 20

6:30 p.m. refreshments, 

7 p.m. program

LOCATION / DATE

San Francisco: First Unitarian Universalist Church and Center, 1187 

Franklin Street (at Geary). Public transit, street parking, and parking in a 

lot for a fee are available. Directions: Visit uusf.org/contact. 

Berkeley: Northbrae Community Church, 941 The Alameda (between 

Solano and Marin). Directions: Visit northbrae.org/contact--find-us.html.

SPEAKER SERIES

www.uusf.org/contact
http://www.northbrae.org/contact--find-us.html


FEATURES

UPCOMING EVENTS

Annual Membership Meeting

First Unitarian Universalist Church

1187 Franklin Street  

San Francisco

July 19, 6:30–7:00 p.m.

Annual membership meeting to take 

place before the July 19 Speaker 

Series. Join us for refreshments, 

awards presentation, and to hear 

Executive Director Cindy Magulis 

present GGAS accomplishments, 

challenges and plans for the coming 

year. 

Coastal Cleanup

MLK Jr. Shoreline Park,  

Oakland & San Francisco’s Pier 94  

September 15, 9 a.m.–noon

Join us for California’s largest 

volunteer day. Coastal Cleanup 

Day is about much more than 

picking up trash. It’s a chance for 

Californians to join people around 

the world in expressing their respect 

for our oceans and waterways, and 

to demonstrate our desire for clean 

water and healthy marine life.

Travel with GGAS

Peru Birding—Amazon to Andes

from October 18-27

Oaxaca, Mexico 

from December 11-21

There are still opportunities to join 

the final GGAS international travel 

trips of 2018. Each trip includes a 

registration fee that benefits Golden 

Gate Audubon’s conservation and 

environmental education programs. 

Please visit goldengateaudubon.org 

travel for more information.

Burrowing Owl Docent Training

Shorebird Nature Center

Berkeley 

September 22, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. 

The Burrowing Owl is a California 

species of special concern. GGAS 

is training docents to talk with 

the public and participate in 

documenting these over wintering 

owls in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

Offered only once annually. RSVP to 

nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org or 

call 510-301-0570. 

HELPING OAKLAND’S HERONS:   
AN ONGOING CHALLENGE

Black-crowned Night-Heron decoy.

This spring offered new opportunities for herons and egrets 

to make themselves at home by Lake Merritt, providing 

hope for their future in the heart of Oakland.

In May of 2014, an infamous tree-trimming incident caused by 

the US Postal Service injured and displaced nestling and fledgling 

night herons. Golden Gate Audubon Society partnered with Inter-

national Bird Rescue to care for the young birds and prepare them 

for the wild. Taking advantage of the media frenzy surrounding the 

release of the birds, GGAS seized a  teachable moment to focus 

public attention on responsible tree care and debuted our  Healthy 

Trees Healthy Birds brochure.

In 2015, a public education campaign about herons and egrets was 

launched at the downtown rookery. The campaign included a series 

of public walks, guided tours for nearby schools, prominent infor-

mation posters, and an eco-art flashmob. By 2016, GGAS trained 

docents began monitoring the downtown heronry in street trees, 

especially near the US Post Office at 13th and Alice and around 

the corner in Oakland’s Chinatown. The Oakland Zoo became a 

crucial ally, and their professional animal handlers and veterinary  

crew provided essential on-call rescue response for herons in dis-

tress. During the past two seasons, the collaboration of Golden Gate 

Audubon, the Oakland Zoo, and International Bird Rescue saved 

nearly 100 herons and egrets on downtown streets.

When GGAS learned that two planned housing developments 

would remove most of the heron and egret nesting trees at the down-

town rookery, it became clear that a long-term strategy was needed 

to ensure  the future of our  Oakland heronry .  The sites slated for 

development had 150 breeding pairs comprising  the largest nesting 

concentration of Black-crowned Night-Herons in the region. Using 

our volunteer  docents’ data to demonstrate the case for attract-

ing herons and egrets to a safer setting, GGAS asked the City of 

Oakland to require a comprehensive heronry relocation effort as a 

condition of granting permits to the developers.

Both developers agreed and hired ecological consultants with 

expertise in herons, H.T. Harvey & Associates, to manage the 

relocation. The project leverages best available science and entails 

optimizing three sites at Lake Merritt to accommodate breeding 

Black-crowned Night-Herons and egrets. Their biologists placed  

heron decoys, sound systems  broadcasting rookery breeding calls, 

and actual nests (collected in November 2017) to serve as attrac-

tants for the birds. H.T. Harvey & Associates continuously monitors 

three  lakeside destinations, both developers’ construction sites, and 

the downtown rookery.

Season one of the multi-year relocation plan isn’t finished yet, 

however GGAS is already strategizing with all stakeholders on adap-

tive management measures to draw more of Oakland’s herons and 

egrets to the Wildlife Refuge and the groves at Lakeside Park in 

future seasons. 
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YEAR OF THE BIRD CONTINUED from page 1

Since the East Bay city of Richmond 

had been a strong supporter of GGAS’s  

SFBayOspreys.org initiative and had agreed 

to host our centennial exhibit, 100 Years of 

Protecting Bay Area Birds, in the City Hall 

lobby, Richmond was the logical partner 

for one of GGAS’s popular chalk art events. 

The event on April 4 highlighted the aston-

ishing avian biodiversity of Richmond and 

was dubbed “Chalk it Up for Richmond’s 

Birds in the Year of the Bird.”

More than 30 local artists signed up 

to portray a plethora of local wild birds in 

sidewalk chalk on Richmond’s Civic Cen-

ter Plaza pavement, in front of City Hall. 

While this event was Golden Gate Audu-

bon’s fourth public chalk art festival, it was 

the first to take place in Richmond. Execu-

tive Director Cindy Margulis noted that 

Richmond hosts a wide variety of birdlife, 

well over 300 species are documented each 

year, plus it’s a “city that totally celebrates 

the arts”.

Recorded calls and bird songs reverber-

ated across Civic Center Plaza while the 

artists created vibrant sidewalk chalk birds 

from Cedar Waxwings to Clark’s Grebes 

in just a few short hours. Participating art-

ists included professionals and amateurs, 

Nature Journal Club members, Urban 

Sketchers, and a delegation from Rich-

mond’s NIAD Art Center. On the porch of 

City Hall, GGAS’s Youth Programs Man-

ager Clayton Anderson completed a huge 

rendering of local celebrity Osprey “Rich-

mond,” with outstretched wings facing all 

the other bird art filling the plaza’s hard-

scape surface.

All of Richmond’s senior managers were 

on hand to hear the huge round of cheers 

and applause when Richmond Mayor Tom 

Butt ended the event by announcing that he 

was “moving forward to declare the Osprey 

as the official bird of the City of Richmond.” 

Two weeks later, on April 17, the Richmond 

City Council agreed with the Mayor and 

passed a resolution designating the Osprey 

as the city’s bird.

“We’re ecstatic that the city has chosen 

the Osprey as its official bird,” said Margulis. 

“In a strong community like Richmond—

that’s so diverse—birds are one of the ways 

to bring everybody together. Everybody can 

get excited about the beauty of birds.”

Beyond appreciating avian aesthet-

ics, the chalk art event gave attendees the 

Recorded calls and bird songs reverberated across Civic 

Center Plaza while the artists created vibrant sidewalk 

chalk birds from Cedar Waxwings to Clark’s Grebes in 

just a few short hours. 

opportunity to advocate on behalf of Califor-

nia’s birds. Volunteers collected signatures 

on a petition urging the U.S. Congress to 

maintain strong support of the Migratory 

Bird Treaty Act in the face of efforts by the 

current Administration to reinterpret the 

law allowing industries to evade responsibil-

ity for the prevention of bird deaths. 

Pivoting from politics back to art, Margu-

lis invited the artists to explain to the crowd 

why each had chosen to depict a particular 

bird.” “I chose an Acorn Woodpecker, and I 

now have an appreciation of all their hard 

work, said Richmond artist Jessica Burbank, 

who depicted the bird at a well-stocked gra-

nary tree. Unable to decide on a single pose 

for the Brown Pelican, urban sketcher and 

art teacher Laurie Wigham drew a series of 

pelicans, each displaying different behavior. 

As she put it, “This bird just does so many 

amazing things.”

Margulis added, “Surely, Richmond’s 

example will inspire other cities to honor 

their own distinctive birds and celebrate 

local birdlife always.”

From left: Susan Ford’s Cedar Waxwings in chalk, Mette Seager’s Steller’s Jays chalk art.
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GOLDEN EAGLE

($1000 and above)

Rubi Abrams, Chris & 

Gary Bard, Jean Conner, 

Patricia Greene, Helen 

Heller, Sara Hirsch, Cecily 

Hudson, Josephine 

Kennedy, Kyle Todd Public 

Service Foundation, 

Miles & Mel McKey, 

Mara Melandry, Roger 

Mendelson, John Nelson, 

Felix Rigau, Pepi Ross, 

Jacqueline Smalley, Erica 

Stone, Ruth Tobey, Ann 

Williamson, Worldwide 

Small Change Foundation

PEREGRINE FALCON

($500 to $999)

Jennifer Brook, Philip & 

Sally Charitable Fund, 

Don & Nancy Colberg, 

Vicki Cox, Marjorie 

Fletcher, Bob Hallet, 

Douglas Hendricks, 

Willian Hudson, Ann 

Hughes, Dwight Johnson, 

Janet Koike, Audre 

Newman, Denny Parker, 

Cecilia & Fredrick Placzek, 

Phil Price, Anne Rowe, 

Mary Wheeler

LEAST TERN

($250 to $499)

Marjorie Blackwell, Robert 

& Barbara Brandriff, 

DONATIONS

Andrea Burhoe, Virginia 

Carder, Eunice Childs, 

Linda Eby, Friends of 

Huddart & Wunderlich 

Parks, Frost Family, 

Christa Goldblatt, Carol 

Henry, Robert Kaplan, 

Jeanne McHugh, Dan 

& Joan Murphy, M. 

Sullivan P. C. Monrad, 

Bruce Powell, Douglas 

Prudden, Lindsay Ralphs, 

Diane Ross-Leech, Lily 

Shih & Witt Monts, 

Elizabeth Sojourner, 

John Sutter, Glen Tepke, 

Carolyn Weil, Stephen 

Wiel, Maud Zimmerman

RIDGWAY’S RAIL

($100 to $249)

Jennifer Alexander, 

Allbirds, Inc., Eric 

Anderson, Jane Anfinson 

& David Wick, Annie 

Armstrong, Patricia 

Bacchetti, Katherine 

Bairey, James Bancroft, 

Joan Bardez, James 

Barse, Barbara Berniker, 

George Bing, Elinor 

Blake, Emily Blanck, 

Richard & Liz Bordow, 

Beatrice Bowles, Marion 

Brackett, Madeline 

Brane, Jennifer Braun, 

Maureen Buick, Deborah 

Bullock, Franchesca 

Callejo, Chris 

Carmichael, Gerline 

Chambers, Toni & Devin 

Church, Roy Leggitt & 

Courtney Clarkson, Inger 

Coble, Patricia Coffey, 

Deborra Cohen, Martin 

Cohn, Paulette Collins, 

Thomas Colton, Linda 

Deaktor, Barbara Dean, 

Sheila Dickie, Marcia 

Dubois, Ian Duncan, 

Teresa Eade, Janice 

Eldred, William Espey, 

Andrew Folta, Karen 

Forsgard, Jane Galvan, 

Angie Geiger, William 

Giddens, Susan Greef, 

Robert Guletz, Linda 

Gustafson, Amanda 

Hamilton, Mary Ellen 

Hannibal, Grace Hardie, 

Jane & Kevin Hart, David 

Hayashida, Marilyn 

Healy, Katy Henrickson, 

Bruce Herbold, 

Adrienne Hillebrandt, 

Robyn Hilles, Wendy & 

Lydia Hoben & Huang, 

Richard Horrigan, 

Huntsman Architectural 

Group, Dale Ikeda, 

Bob Isaacson, Susan 

Jamison, Marlen Jani, 

Alvaro Jaramillo, David 

Jones, Rozanne Junker, 

Anne Kelley, Gregory 

Kelly, Joan & Peter Klatt, 

Barbara Klatt, June 

Kodani, Geri Koeppel, 

Michael Korson, John 

Kruse, Robert Lawrence, 

Richard Ledon, John 

Lee, Rick Lewis, Scott 

Lewis, Donald Lim, 

Steve Lombardi, Frank 

& Sally Lopez, Katharine 

Loughman, Diane 

Luders, Lynn Macdonald, 

Yvette MacDonald, 

Linda Margossian, Cindy 

Margulis, Tim Mason, 

Kent Lee McDonald, 

Margaret Elaine 

McKinley, M M Meade, 

Glenn Menard, Susan 

Merrill, J T Morcom, 

Whitney Mortimer, John 

& Marilyn Muenchow, 

Jennifer Navarrete, 

Amanda Nelson, Wendy 

Niles, Patrick Owens, 

PayPal Giving Fund, 

Elizabeth Porter, Megan 

Prelinger, Christopher 

Rasmussen, Ann Richter, 

Krehe Ritter, Steven 

Rosenberg, Jeanne-

Marie Rosenmeier, Mark 

Ruben, Erica Rutherford, 

Matt Sanford, Sandra 

Schloss, Eric Schroeder, 

Susan Semonoff, 

Pamela Shandrick, 

Ellen Slack, Deborah 

Slotsky, Gail Sorrough, 

Thank you for your generous donations to support our 

many conservation, education, and member activities!
Donations from December 1, 2018 through April 30, 2018

William Springer, 

Emilie Strauss, Sheila 

Stuart, Tan Suwannukul, 

Carlon Tanner, Christina 

Tarr, Sandy Thacker, 

Yulling Tsai, Donnell 

Van Noppen, Douglas 

Vaughan, Kenneth Wahl, 

Stephen Waldman, Mary 

Sue Wallace, Wendy 

Jeane Warrington, 

Noreen Weeden, Sarah 

Wilson, Robin & Peter 

Winokur, Marianne 

Wood, Stephanie 

Woods

GIFTS

(To $99)

Adobe, Alexandra 

Adams, Sarah Allday, 

Marcheta Allen 

Mines, Amazon Smile 

Foundation, Karen 

Anderson, Drue 

Ashford, Williams Atkins, 

Stacy Baar, Raymond 

Baker, Van Baldwin, 

Benevity Community 

Impact Fund, Beverly 

Barletta, Linda Barrett, 

Erin Baudo Felter, 

Jessica Beebe, Victoria 

Behrman, Miriam 

Benert, Gordon Benner, 

Edward Bennett, 

Berkeley Bob’s, Sandra 

Bernard, Judith 

Bernhard, Nancy Berry, 

Eric Biber, Deborah 

Binder, Susan Black, 

Ann Blake, Cathy Bleier, 

Sarah Borruso, Claire 

& Bill Bove, Barbara 

Brenner Buder, Christine 

Brigagliano, Joan Broer, 

Blaine Brooks, China 

Brotsky, Bonnie Brown, 

Elizabeth Brown, Helene 

Brown, Michael & Mary 

Lou Brown, Emma 

Brown, Cheri Bryant, 

Paula Buchta, Arden 

Bucklin, Ann Buell, 

Gaylord Burke, Mary 

Molly Burke, Catherine 

Butler, Karen Butterfield, 

Wendy Caesar, Janet 

Calhoun, California 

Wildlife Foundation, 

Katherine Calvert, 

Rosemary Campos, 

John Canham, Bert 

& Lois Carelli, Elaine 

Caret, Marlies Carmody, 

Alison Cheung, Judith 

Chin, Carla Cicero 

Studley, Julie Clark, 

Charles Clark, Arlette 

Cohen, Roberta Collier, 

Sheila Collins, Barbara 

Conheim, Eugene Corr, 

Robert Craft, Catherine 

Craig, Nancy Crisona, 

Rebecca Darr, Sylvia 

Darr, John Davenport, 

Lynn Davidson, Beatrice 

Davis, John Deakin, 

Peter Delacorte, William 

Dodge, Robin Duryee, 

Madelaine Eaton, Aprile 

Ebisui, David Edelson, 

Rebecca Eisen, John 

Escobedo, Susan 

Euing, Robert Ewing, 

Jean Farquhar, Grace 

Fawcett, Nancy Fee, 

Marsha Feinland, Roland 

Feller, Richard Felsing, 

William Ferguson, 

James Ferry, Brian Fitch, 

Nan Foster, Rachelle 

Fox, Linda Fries, 

Philip Frost, Marianne 

Gabel, Sally Galway, 

Pat Garcia de Nixon, 

Sandy Gess, Barbara 

Gex, Anita Gillespie, 

James Gollihur, Google 

Inc., Meryl Gordon, 

Jane & Tom Graly, 

Karen Gregory, Judith 

Ann Gurbaxani, Laura 

Haberlin, Jayne Haldane, 

Christine Hall, Chia 

Hamilton, Eugene 

Hanes, Charlotte 

Harbeson, Bill Hart, 

Kathy Hasten, Judy Hatz, 

Pam Hemphill, James 

Herre, Gloria Herrera, 

Jocelynn Herrick, Diane 

Hie, Nellie Hill, Leanne 

Hinton, Anne Hirozawa, 

Judy Hnilo, John 

Hopkirk, Timothy Howe, 

George Humphreys, Bill 

& Michele Hunnewell, 

Kathleen Hurley, 

Jacqueline Ikeda, Glenn 

Itano, Paula & Francis 

Itaya, Grant Itokazu, 

Alyse Jacobson, T. 

Jaeger, Kathy Jarrett, 

David Jesson, Karen 

Jolliffe, Karen Karten, 

Beryl Kay, Melisa 

Kaye, Carol Keaough, 

Tobin Kendrick, Evelyn 

Kennedy, Corinne 

Kennedy, Jeff Keohane, 

Christine Kiesling, 

Joan Kiley, David 

Kimball, Marilyn Kinch, 

Frederick Kintzer, 

Maureen Kraemer, 

Robyn Krieger, Jennie 

& Stan Kwok, Jane 

Lamph, Jeanette Larsen, 

John Laws, Nancy 

Leahy, Nancy Levine, 

Sally Levinson, Patricia 

Lichter, Bill & Louise 

Lidicker, Ann Linsley, 

Steve Linsley, Melanie 

Lutz, Deborah Machta, 
Clayton Anderson’s enormous Osprey in chalk.
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President

Diane Bennett
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Carol Baird

Treasurer 

Bruce Mast

Secretary

Linda Carloni

Sharon Beals, William Hudson, Jill Weader O’Brien,  

Eric Schroeder, Pam Young
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Executive Director

Cindy Margulis, 510.843.9912

cmargulis@goldengateaudubon.org

Director of Volunteer Programs

Noreen Weeden, 510.301.0570

nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org

Development and Communications Manager

Leslie Weir 510.843.2222

lweir@goldengateaudubon.org

Eco-Education Manager

Clayton Anderson  

canderson@goldengateaudubon.org
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Monica Moore, 510.843.2222

mmoore@goldengateaudubon.org
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Maureen Lahiff, mlahiff@aol.com
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Steve Lombardi, Hotrock175@gmail.com
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Rubi Abrams, Rabrams2@pacbell.net
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ABOUT GOLDEN GATE AUDUBON

The Golden Gate Audubon Society was founded 

January 25, 1917, and became a chapter of National 

Audubon in 1948. Golden Gate Audubon Supporting 

Membership is $35 per year. Renewals should be 

sent to the Golden Gate Audubon office. The Board 

of Directors meets six times per year (schedule can 

be obtained from the office).

The Gull is published four times per year. Special 

third-class postage paid in Oakland, CA. Send 

address changes to the office promptly. The post 

office does not forward The Gull.

Learn about upcoming Golden Gate Audubon 

events every month! Send your name and email 

address to ggas@goldengateaudubon.org to receive 

our monthly e-newsletters with upcoming events and 

other news. 

Golden Gate Audubon Society

2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G 

Berkeley, CA 94702

Office hours:  Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  

9 a.m. – noon, and other hours by appointment

Tel 510.843.2222

goldengateaudubon.org

ggas@goldengateaudubon.org

Nature Store

Visit our online store at goldengateaudubon.org/

store.

This issue of The Gull was published June 2018.

Design by e.g. communications

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

Barbara Alesandrini, in honor of Eddie Bartley, Robert 

Lewis, Dave Quady, Rusty Scalf, Denise Wight, and 

Noreen Weeden

Eugenia & Peter Caldwell, in honor of Eddie Bartley

Ilana DeBare, in honor of Dan Harris

Kathleen Fillette, in honor of WWOC

Pauline Grant, in honor of Noreen Weeden

Eva Guralnick, in honor of Ilana DeBare

Tyche Hendricks, in honor of Ilana DeBare

Judith Hoff, in honor of February 2018 Central Valley 

Trip

Birgit Hoffmeister, in honor of February 2018 Central 

Valley Trip

Sharon Jacobs, in honor of Roy Bogas

Gail MacDonald, in honor of Tony Brake

Gail MacDonald, in honor of Snakey

Gail MacDonald, in honor of Flicker Drive Live Event 

1-1-18

Gail MacDonald, in honor of Craigor (Craig Griffeath)

Charles Nevill, in honor of Glenn Nevill

Paul Pipersky, honor of February 2018 Central Valley Trip

Robert Prentiss, in honor of Ann Prentiss

Sonja Raub, in honor of February 2018 Central Valley 

Trip

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

Sue Adler, in memory of Jack & Betty Adler

Henry Braa, in memory of Eunice Sherard

Leona Chester, in memory of Thomas E. Russell

Kathleen Fillette, in memory of Whirley

Beverly Galloway, in memory of Dorothy & Mildred

Thora Harrison, in memory of Whirley & Momo

Rita Hays, in memory of Claire and Dick Johnson

Lisa Hesselgesser, in memory of David R. Smith

Richard Kaufmann, in memory of Mary Kaufmann

Tomas Latham, in memory of Raquel Hernandez Latham

Mary Law, in memory of Bruce Walker

Judith Nihei, in memory of Ken Nihei

Susan Sherman, in memory of Captain Roger Thomas

BEQUESTS 

Joseph Padula Living Trust

IN-KIND GIFTS 

Jacqueline Craig, Maureen Lahiff, Port of San Francisco, 

Presidio Trust, Recology

EMPLOYEE GIFT MATCHES

AAA (Marianne Campbell)

Bank of the West (Patricia Chubb)

Chevron Humankind Matching Gifts Program (Dawn 

LeMoine)

Chevron Humankind Matching Gifts Program (Robert 

Lewis)

Clorox Company Foundation (Rachel Watson-Clark)

Genentech, Inc. (Melissa Starovasnik)

Genentech, Inc. (Amy Shutkin)

Google Inc. (Kevin Steen)

Lawrence Livermore Labs. (William Clark)

YourCause, Chevron (Randi & Herb Long)

YourCause, Medtronics (Mark Wegner)

YourCause, Nvidia (Thu Vu)

YourCause, PG&E (Diane Ross-Leech)

GRANTS

California State Coastal Conservancy

City & County of San Francisco

Conservation Society of California

East Bay Community Foundation (Buehler Fund)

East Bay Community Foundation (Lisa Esherick Fund)

East Bay Community Foundation (Rose Fund)

Niebla Foundation

Port of San Francisco

Salesforce.Com Foundation

Cecily Majerus, James 

Mancini, Keith Marks, 

Suzanne Marr, Rani 

Marx, Deborah Mayer, 

Raymonde McCoy, 

Charles McCulloch, 

Sean Mcgowan, Jean 

McIntyre, James 

Mckibben, Helen 

McKinley, Gretchen 

Merkle, Monte Meyers, 

John Missing, Jill Moak, 

Cathleen Moore, Holly 

Moore, Sue Morgan, 

David Moyer, Alden 

Mudge, Christine 

Mueller, Suzanne Murillo, 

David Nelson, Sharol 

Nelson-Embry, Phuong 

Nguyen-Le, Susan 

Oehser, Susan Ohanian, 

Barbara O’Hearn, 

Beatrice O’Keefe, Lavinia 

Oppenheim, Nancy 

Page, Morton Paley, 

Pamela Peniston, Lisa & 

Nico Petrie - Stuurman, 

Cora Pitcock, Judith 

Pollock, Marjorie 

Powell, Michael & 

Audrey Powers, Judith 

Pritchard, Elizabeth 

Pulling, Ted K. Raab, 

Darryl Raszl, Nancy 

Ream, Laura Reynolds, 

Amy Richey, Dan 

Richman, Bev Riehm, 

Mary Righellis, Anne 

Ackerman Robert 

Wernick, Donna Rorke, 

Marcia Russell, Barbara 

Ruzgerian, Joyce 

Saad, Michele Schaal, 

Yvonne Schwartz, 

Michael Scott, Alison 

Seevak, Bruce Seidel, 

Ann Shackelford, Jenna 

Shelburne, George 

Shelby, Allan & Giedra 

Shrafman, Ellen Sirbu, 

Patricia Smiley, Martita 

Smith, Katharine Snyder, 

Anne Sobol, Susan 

Sotirkos, Linda Spangler, 

Richard Speiglman, 

Kathy Sprague, Martha 

Stampfer, Laura Stern, 

William Stewart, Don 

& Ruth Stiver, Judith 

Stone, Barbara Sullivan, 

Larry Sullivan, Alyce 

Tarcher, Halcyon Teed, 

Brian Teng, Lauren Thor, 

Linda Thurston, Nadya 

Tichman, John Torpey, 

Stephanie Trimble, Sue 

Trupin, Lesley Turner, 

Kenichi Ueda, United 

Way California Capital 

Region, United Way of 

the Bay Area, Margarette 

Untawale, Robert Van 

Austen, Kevan Vander 

Wahl, Susan Vaughan, 

Kenneth Walters, Lisa 

Wayne, Paul Weaver, 

M. Diane Weber, 

Helene Weil, Andrew 

Weir, Jane Westphal, 

Barbara Wezelman, 

Sharon Wheeler, John 

White, Jane Whitley, 

Rita Widra, Vicki Wilhite, 

Siobhan Williams, Paul 

Winnicki, Priscilla S 

Winslow, Susan Wolf, 

Kerry Woodward, Ellen 

Yamamoto, YourCause, 

Kendo Brands, Emil 

Zollinger

Rebeca Garcia Gonzalez's chalk Osprey and nest.

mailto:canderson@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:mlahiff@aol.com
mailto:Hotrock175@gmail.com
mailto:Rabrams2@pacbell.net
mailto:ggas@goldengateaudubon.org
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2  Celebrating How Much Birds Enhance 
Our Communites
Executive Director Cindy Margulis’ reflections 
on how birds unite communities.

3  Speaker Series
July: The Birds and Wildlife of Patagonia. 
August: The Amazing Sounds of Birds. 
September: Birding the United States by Bicycle.

4  Helping Oakland’s Herons
The City of Oakland and GGAS work together 
on efforts to relocate Oakland’s downtown 
heron rookery to Lake Merritt.

THE STANDOUT SHOREBIRD THAT’S 
NOT SO EASY TO OBSERVE!

by blake edgar
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Adult and juvenile Black Oystercatchers.

ome shorebirds can be hard to distinguish, but not this one.  

Bigger and darker than other shoreline birds, the Black Oys-

tercatcher (Haematopus bachmani) is unique, with pale pink legs, 

bright yellow eyes, and carrot-colored bill.  It stands out in our field 

guides but blends in well along wet, rocky shorelines.

Unique among wading birds, an oystercatcher uses its stout bill 

s

to shuck mussels by prying apart the shell and severing the adductor 

muscle. The bill also dislodges limpets, chitons, and other inter-

tidal invertebrates. A heavy skull, strong neck, and sturdy legs help 

relieve sideways stress on the bill as an oystercatcher chisels or ham-

mers to break into mollusk shells.

The Black Oystercatcher is a Pacific coast native that ranges 

from the Aleutian archipelago to northern Baja California. It rarely 

strays inland and in the Bay Area resides year-round near its coastal 

or island breeding areas. Pairs form long-term, monogamous bonds, 

and you might hear their loud shrill calls over the sound of ocean 

waves.

A nest consists of a shallow bowl scraped above the high tide line, 

marked with small rocks or shells. Both parents incubate their eggs 

for nearly a month, and chicks fledge about 40 days after hatching. 

Juveniles have duller plumage, a dusky bill tip, and dimmer eyes.  

Adults can be distinguished by the stark yellow eye and orange 

orbital ring, and adult females tend to have flecks near the base of 

the black pupil, giving it a more oval shape. 

Since 2011, Audubon California has been gathering baseline data 

on Black Oystercatchers and estimates the statewide population 

at under 6,100. A team of Golden Gate Audubon’s citizen science 

volunteers has been monitoring Black Oystercatcher breeding sites 

and has prepared an extensive report for public land managers on 

how to best protect this species. With a global population that may 

be as limited as 12,000, California sites are crucial for the species’ 

survival. Recent studies underscore that Black Oystercatchers are 

particularly vulnerable to risks of sea-level rise and storm surges on 

intertidal habitat.

www.goldengateaudubon.org

