
ach October, Eileen Richey opens the nest boxes at Golden Gate 

Park’s Bison Paddock to document results of the Tree Swallow 

nesting season. Some years are discouraging, with nothing but bro-

ken eggs and dead chicks. Fall 2018, though, was different. Six of the 

eleven nest boxes showed evidence of successful broods.
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FLYING HIGH  
WITH VOLUNTEERS 
by ilana debare

Tree Swallow feeding fledgling.
Jerry Ting
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Pied Billed Grebe with youngsters.

CELEBRATING THE CAN-DO SPIRIT OF OUR 
VOLUNTEERS

by cindy margulis, executive director

his Gull issue arrives at the 

beginning of our most ambitious 

Birdathon ever. We sure couldn’t do that 

without great volunteers! There’s a dynamic 

Birdathon committee who helps us with 

every aspect: recommending and curating 

which trips to offer, recruiting people to 

lead those special trips, enlisting sponsors 

and prizes for eventual Birdathon winners, 

planning the delightful Birdathon Awards 

Celebration that will take place on May 19 

(mark your calendars!), and even more. Vol-

unteers make it happen!

This spring, you might find yourself tun-

ing in to the Pacific Coast’s only Osprey 

webcam on our very popular SFBayOspreys.

org site. This signature project wouldn’t have 

been possible to launch, or manage, without 

the involvement of truly amazing volunteers 

who help in crucial ways. 

Volunteers have long been the heartbeat 

of our organization: they magnify our orga-

nization’s impact hundreds fold. And that’s 

not an exaggeration. We do all of our work 

with a small staff: just five people. How-

ever, we accomplish so much because of 

our secret force. We’re honored to engage 

the energy, talents, knowledge, and exper-

tise of about 2,700 volunteers annually. I’m 

fiercely proud of our volunteers because 

their skills are so salient and their can-do 

attitude so powerful. 

We have career scientists, attorneys, 

arborists, teachers, writers, photographers, 

and so many other knowledgeable indi-

viduals graciously sharing their expertise to 

advance our mission. I sometimes wonder 

if the founders of Golden Gate Audubon 

would recognize our organization today? Of 

course, they’d recognize us! Today, our orga-

nization attracts so many volunteers, and 

inspires tens of thousands more through our 

SFBayOspreys.org project. But Golden Gate 

Audubon is imbued with that same original 

empowering spirit, that same willingness to 

face any conservation challenge with an all-

important positive attitude. What’s the first 

thing we do when a challenge arises? We 

consider our incredible cadre of volunteers! 

We figure out what expertise we have on our 

team, not just the five people on our staff, 

but our dedicated Board members, and our 

devoted veteran volunteers. We summon 

some of those key minds, develop a strategy, 

and decide how we’ll collectively engage to 

be most effective. 

In the earliest days of GGAS, it was oil-

contaminated ballast water being dumped 

off the Farallon Islands that mobilized the 

first volunteers to demand an end to bal-

last-water dumping by shipping companies. 

And it worked! The teeming bird colonies 

and marine mammal rookeries there today, 

right off our shore, are a living tribute to 

the effectiveness of our volunteers.

t
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Oakland CBC Totals

261 observers braved the rain for 

Oakland’s 78th CBC. Perhaps 

partially due to weather, lower 

numbers of most species were 

recorded. The total of 85,269 birds 

was nearly 12,000 below Oakland’s 

10-year average. To read the report 

go to our blog Misses Marked 2018s 

Oakland Christmas Bird Count.

Rosie and Richmond Return

Osprey Webcam stars Rosie and 

Richmond have reunited. Go to 

SFBayOspreys.org to have an up 

close, “bird’s-eye view” of the ongoing 

bonding and courtship of their new 

season together. The incubating, 

hatching, and fledging drama of 

raising a family will play out over the 

next several months. 

Join the Conversation

Golden Gate Audubon has a new 

chat group. We hope this group will 

be a forum for issues of interest 

to GGAS members and others. 

It’s a great place for discussions, 

questions, updates on GGAS

activities, and for general birding 

conversations. Membership is free 

at groups.io/g/GGAS-Chat.

Audubon CA Advocacy Day 

May 7th in Sacramento

2019 Advocacy Day will focus 

on funding for state wildlife 

protection, parks and open space, 

water and ensuring that California 

remains at the forefront in fighting 

climate change. Attendees can 

speak with their representatives 

about their district priorities. 

SFBayOspreys.org
SFBayOspreys.org
SFBayOspreys.org
SFBayOspreys.org
groups.io/g/GGAS


VOLUNTEERS CONTINUED from page 1

“It’s the moment of truth when we find 

out what happened,” Richey said. “This 

time we found matted-down nests, fecal 

sacs, and no dead babies—signs of success-

ful nests. We were elated.”

Richey is one of over 2,700 volunteers 

working with Golden Gate Audubon Soci-

ety, an astonishing number for a local 

nonprofit with just five paid staff. GGAS 

volunteers fill a wide range of roles—every-

thing from teaching children about nature 

to lobbying local governments on behalf of 

wildlife and habitat.

“GGAS is particularly good at mobilizing 

people of all different backgrounds, skills, 

and ages, from a child planting a seedling 

to an adult with years of professional knowl-

edge analyzing an Environmental Impact 

Report,” said GGAS Executive Director 

Cindy Margulis.

Some snapshots of those 2,700 

participants:

Habitat restoration. Over 1,900 volun-

teers removed 479 bags of weeds, trash, 

and recyclables from eight public sites in 

2018, along with planting native plants and 

installing bins to recycle used fishing line. 

Field trips. Sixty-three expert volunteers 

led 192 bird walks last year. “I personally 

gained a lot from field trips and I wanted 

to give back,” explained David Assmann, 

who has led monthly walks at Fort Mason 

for about four years. “Fort Mason is such a 

wonderful place that I want to share it with 

others.”

Conservation advocacy. GGAS con-

servation committees for San Francisco, 

Alameda, and the East Bay draw upon mem-

bers’ legal, writing, science, and advocacy 

skills to champion wildlife-friendly policies.

Eco-Education. Volunteers guide Title 1 

inner-city schoolchildren during activities 

on field trips in GGAS’s award-winning 

Eco-Education program, helping them dis-

cover local wildlife and ecosystems.

“I always bring my scope,” said Eco-Ed 

volunteer Herb Long. “The kids get really 

excited seeing birds up close, even ones as 

common as robins. Some of them say, ‘This 

is the best day ever!’”

Docents. Those friendly folks offering 

to show you birds through a scope at Lake 

Merritt, Cesar Chavez Park, and along the 

Bay Trail? GGAS volunteers, of course.

Community science. The Christmas Bird 

Count is Audubon’s most famous commu-

nity science event, but GGAS volunteers 

also monitor specific bird populations, 

including endangered California Least 

Terns, species of special concern Burrow-

ing Owls, and at-risk Black Oystercatchers.

Along with all this, GGAS taps the skills 

of volunteer photographers, artists, writers, 

and fundraisers—as well as office assis-

tants and event volunteers.

Many GGAS volunteers are longtime 

members who, like David Assmann, feel 

grateful for what they’ve learned from 

GGAS and want to “give back.” But others 

are completely new to the world of birding 

and nature. 

Director of Volunteer Programs Noreen 

Weeden does a masterful job of connecting 

GGAS with corporations and community 

groups looking for service opportunities. 

Salesforce sent a whopping 872 employees 

to volunteer with GGAS last year—restor-

ing habitat, building Barn Owl boxes, 

creating nature journals for schoolchil-

dren, and helping with a campaign to keep 

wildlife safe by discouraging rodenticide 

use.

For Eileen Richey, nest box monitoring 

was an opportunity to do something mean-

ingful in her retirement. Since 2009, she’s 

gone out about once a week each spring to 

monitor nesting activity from a spot outside 

the Paddock. Then in the fall, the bison are 

moved away so she can enter and clean the 

boxes. The birds benefit—but so does she. 

“I love being an observer of the natural 

world, while supporting these bird popu-

lations,” she said. “It was so nice this fall 

to open the boxes and see the nests com-

pleted and the chicks gone.”

FEATURES

The kids get really excited seeing birds up close, even ones as 

common as robins. Some of them say, This is the best day ever!”

Veteran trip leader Bob Lewis.

Barn Owl in flight.
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THE SOCIO-
ECOLOGICAL PAST, 
PRESENT, AND 
FUTURE OF AN  
URBAN LAKE
jonathan young

Please note new San Francisco venue at Sports Basement, 1590 

Bryant Street. 

San Francisco’s Mountain Lake, neglected and degraded through 

centuries of urbanization, became a cesspool of invasive wildlife, 

toxic algae blooms, and poor water quality. Many native species that 

depended on the lake succumbed to local extinction, pushing the 

lake’s health further past the precipice. Beginning in the early 21st 

century, the newly formed Presidio National Park began to actively-

shift the ecological trajectory by restoring the health and function 

of the lake with terrestrial and aquatic vegetation, wildlife reintro-

ductions, and stormwater runoff management. Join Presidio Trust 

Wildlife Ecologist Jonathan Young as he journeys through the socio-

ecological past, present, and future of Mountain Lake.

Jonathan Young began his relationship with the Presidio restor-

ing habitat as a volunteer in 2010. Jon completed his Master’s degree 

studying amphibian conservation and disease ecology at San Fran-

cisco State University. He is the first Presidio Trust staff member 

fully dedicated to the park’s wildlife. 

The Gulf of the Farallones lies 

within an “Eastern Boundary 

Current System,” where cold 

ocean currents and other envi-

ronmental factors lead to high 

ocean productivity. Peter’s talk 

will cover the ecology and con-

servation of the Gulf’s breeding 

and pelagic seabirds. Learn 

about some of the Gulf’s key-

stone species and the excellent 

research that has been under-

taken in the Gulf resulting in conservation and management action.

Peter Pyle is a consultant for the Greater Farallones National 

Marine Sanctuary’s Beach Watch program and a Research Asso-

ciate at the California Academy of Sciences and the B.P. Bishop 

Museum, Honolulu. He currently works as a staff biologist for the 

Institute for Bird Populations in Point Reyes Station.

Please note new San Francisco 

venue at Sports Basement, 

1590 Bryant Street. 

Woodpeckers have captured 

the human imagination for gen-

erations. The distant sounds of 

pecking, flashes of red plumage, 

and inevitable disappearance 

into the shadows of the forest 

evoke a sense of wonder about 

these extraordinary yet elu-

sive creatures. From the exquisite green and rose- colored Lewis’s 

Woodpecker to the dazzling Northern Flicker, and more, this pre-

sentation takes a close-up look at the worlds of our eight North Bay 

Woodpeckers.

Jeffery Martin is a videographer and naturalist. He is a frequent 

presenter for many local Audubon chapters and the Pt. Reyes 

National Seashore. He leads natural history walks and lectures for 

adults and children.

LOCATION / DATE

San Francisco

Thursday, April 18

6:30 p.m. refreshments, 

7 p.m. program

ECOLOGY AND 
CONSERVATION OF 
THE GULF OF THE 
FARALLONES
peter pyle

BAY AREA 
WOODPECKERS
jeffery r. martin

Berkeley

Thursday, May 16

6:30 p.m. refreshments, 

7 p.m. program

San Francisco

Thursday, June 20

6:30 p.m. refreshments, 

7 p.m. program

LOCATION / DATE

LOCATION / DATE
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Snowy Egret.

San Francisco: New venue! Sports Basement, 1590 Bryant Street, San 

Francisco. 

Berkeley: Northbrae Community Church, 941 The Alameda (between 

Solano and Marin). Directions: Visit northbrae.org/contact--find-us.html.

SPEAKER SERIES

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sports+Basement/@37.767095,-122.4109093,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x275c2e74fbb4bde1!8m2!3d37.767095!4d-122.4109093
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sports+Basement/@37.767095,-122.4109093,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x275c2e74fbb4bde1!8m2!3d37.767095!4d-122.4109093
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sports+Basement/@37.767095,-122.4109093,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x275c2e74fbb4bde1!8m2!3d37.767095!4d-122.4109093
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sports+Basement/@37.767095,-122.4109093,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x275c2e74fbb4bde1!8m2!3d37.767095!4d-122.4109093
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sports+Basement/@37.767095,-122.4109093,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x275c2e74fbb4bde1!8m2!3d37.767095!4d-122.4109093
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sports+Basement/@37.767095,-122.4109093,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x275c2e74fbb4bde1!8m2!3d37.767095!4d-122.4109093
http://www.northbrae.org/contact--find-us.html
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INSPIRING SCIENCE WITH SFBAYOSPREYS.ORG
by leslie weir

Osprey Richmond delivering a small Jacksmelt to the family.

olden Gate Audubon is celebrating the return of our favor-

ite Osprey Webcam stars, Rosie and Richmond. Since 2017, 

tens of thousands of viewers have been captivated by the courtship, 

nest building, offspring, and seasonal reunification of this bonded 

pair. Our SFBayOspreys.org website also offers an easy opportunity 

to participate in community science to learn about our local ospreys 

and the ecosystem of the San Francisco Bay.

Webcam observers on the Live Chat page of the website can con-

tribute to data collection on the fishing abilities of Rosie, Richmond 

and their offspring. Live chatters report on fish arrivals to the nest 

and are welcome to post a screen shot. With an ever-growing data 

set, we can begin to identify patterns and find answers to questions 

like:

•	 Does	the	male	or	female	osprey	bring	more	昀椀sh	to	the	nest?
•	 How	do	the	ratios	and	species	of	昀椀sh	brought	to	the	nest	

change from month-to-month?

•	 How	often	is	human	made	debris	brought	to	the	nest	by	the	
birds?

•	 Does	the	volume	of	昀椀sh	deliveries	increase	when	there	are	
nestlings to feed? 

Why is it important to find these answers? 

Non-disruptive wildlife observations of this type contribute to 

scientific understanding of distribution of resources and important 

insights about species survival. Additionally, the increased under-

standing of our Ospreys and their habits can aid in developing 

human behaviors to protect these birds and other Bay wildlife. For 

example, the Ospreys’ youngest nestling (named Brisa by the GGAS 

community) became entangled in a wad of ribbon attached to plas-

tic brought in by a parent last season, threatening her ability to 

move about in the nest and to fledge. For the Live Chat community,  

noting that the Ospreys often bring human made materials back to 

the nest, this was a harsh reminder of the need to keep the whole 

watershed free from urban debris. Fortunately, Brisa was able to 

free herself and shortly after fledged without incident.

This unique community science project has the added benefit of 

publishing real-time data that Bay Area schoolteachers can use to 

create lessons about Ospreys and Bay ecology. By contributing to 

the environmental education of students, the Fish Counting Matrix 

and our Osprey Webcam stars inspire the next generation to care for 

the birds and the Bay ecosystem, perhaps creating futureleaders of 

the conservation movement.

To join this valuable community science project in 2019, go to 

SFBayOspreys.org and follow the Live Chat link. The complete data 

set is at the bottom of the page where it can be viewed or downloaded.

g
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Earth Day

Saturday, April 20

Golden Gate Audubon 

will have an Earth Day 

volunteer restoration 

event at Martin Luther 

King Jr. Shoreline 

Park from 9:30-noon 

and at the Presidio in 

San Francisco from 

9 to noon. RSVP for 

the Presidio event at 

https://bit.ly/2EpD4o8.

City Nature 

Challenge

April 26–29

The San Francisco Bay 

Area was a winner in 

i-naturalist and ebird 

observations last year.  

Can it hold the title this 

year? Yes, if you and 

your friends participate 

in this community 

science opportunity.  For 

more information go to 

citynaturechallenge.org

Oakland Zoo  

Earth Day

Sunday, April 14  

10 am – 3 pm

Enjoy a day of 

animals, music, and 

exceptional wildlife  

and conservation 

organizations from 

all over the Bay Area, 

including GGAS. Visit  

oaklandzoo.org/

programs-and-events/

earth-day.

International 

Migratory Bird Day

Saturday May 11

This year’s theme is 

“be the solution to 

plastic pollution.” 

Think before you 

buy and join us for a 

beach maintenance 

event. Check our 

Volunteer Page for 

habitat restoration 

opportunities.

Bringing Back  

the Natives

Sunday, May 5

Annual East Bay native

garden tour. Learn more 

about how birds depend 

on native plants and 

enjoy a day outdoors 

visiting stunning native 

plant gardens. For 

more information go to 

bringingbackthenatives.

net.

Mt. Sutro BioBlitz

Sunday, April 28

8:30 am – noon

Please help GGAS 

lead the birding effort 

for this intensive field 

study and biological 

survey of Mt. Sutro. 

For more information 

about participating, 

please send an 

email to volunteer@

goldengateaudubon.org.

SFBayOspreys.org
SFBayOspreys.org
SFBayOspreys.org


6     THE GULL      SPRING 2019

DONATIONS

Thank you for joining our donor community.
Donations from December 1, 2018 to February 28, 2019 

With gratitude to every individual, business, and organization who made a recent 

donation. Large or small, the gifts you send support our conservation, education and 

member programs, and benefit the birds you love. 

GOLDEN EAGLE

($1000 and above)

Rubi Abrams, Eddie 

Bartley, Diane & Tom 

Bennett, Mary Betlach, 

Marianne Blair, Linda & 

Bob Carloni, Jean Conner, 

Five Arts Fund, Carol 

Baird and Alan Harper, 

Dwight Johnson, Philip & 

Sally Kipper, Miles & Mel 

McKey, Meriama Fund, 

Denny Parker, Pepi Ross, 

Jacqueline Smalley, Ruth 

Tobey

PEREGRINE FALCON

($500 to $999)

Carol Baxter, Andrea 

Burhoe, Vicki Cox, 

Ken Greenberg, Bob 

Hallet, William Hudson, 

Don & Ann Hughes, 

Diane Ichiyasu, Robert 

Lawrence, Lisa Esherick 

Fund, Audre Newman, 

Cecilia Placzek, Phil 

Price, Recology Golden 

Gate, Anne Ruffino, Eric 

Schroeder & Susan Palo

LEAST TERN

($250 to $499)

Sandra Ahn, Marjorie 

Blackwell, Anne Cahill 

Hansen, Laura Cremin, 

Linda Eby, Nan Graham, 

Bill & Michele Hunnewell, 

Deborah Hurst, Peg 

Janosch, Marilyn Kinch, 

Landis White Fund, Cindy 

Margulis, Bruce Mast, 

Valerie & John Matzger, 

J T Morcom, Dan & Joan 

Murphy, George Peyton, 

Bruce Powell, Delanie 

Read, James Richardson, 

Joan Roos, Nancy Smith, 

Mike Tekulsky, Glen 

Tepke, Linda Vallee, Sara 

Wilson

RIDGWAY’S RAIL

($100 to $249)

Jan Ambrosini, Amy Bach, 

Leslie Bader, Marilyn 

Barkin, William Barnaby, 

Linda Barrett, Andrew 

Belschner, Berkeley 

Bob’s, Eric Biber, Elinor 

Blake, Robert Blumberg, 

Claire Bove, Erin Boyle, 

Robert & Barbara 

Brandriff, Nancy Buell, 

Virginia Carder, Chris 

Carmichael, Joseph 

Cecere,  Courtney 

Clarkson & Roy Leggitt, 

Tazuko Coffee, Paulette 

Collins, Eric Colson, 

Thomas Colton, Ann 

Cross, Barbara Davis, 

Barbara Dean, Mayuri 

Desai, Donald Dvorak, 

Susan Eoff, Richard 

Felsing, Drew Folta, 

Jane Freeman, Leland 

Freidenburg, Jane 

Galvan, Angie Geiger, 

Pa Gianni, Google Inc., 

Susan Greef, Bob Guletz, 

Raphael Guzman, Karen 

Hall, Lana Hameister, 

Amanda Hamilton, 

Pam Hemphill, Leanne 

Hinton, Liz Hoadley, 

Anne Hoff, Kathleen 

Hurley, Dale Ikeda, Glenn 

Itano, J., Robert Jacobs, 

Kimberly Jannarone, 

Jerry Jedlicka, Kristin 

Johnson, Geri Koeppel, 

Robert Kossler, Heinz 

Lankford, Dawn 

Lemoine, Jean Levin, 

William Long, Arden 

& Emery Love, Meg 

Madden, Laura Mahanes, 

Karon McAninch, 

Chris McKenzie, Tom 

McManus, Rebecca 

Meyer, Marie Mika, 

Karen Naifeh, David 

Nelson, Henry & Janice 

Newhall, Wendy Niles, 

Brian O’Laughlin, John 

Palo, Sarah Paul, Joy 

Petryk, Nancy Price, 

Joan Primeau, Madhav 

Puri, Mariana Rivera, 

Mary Roach, Steven 

Rosenberg, Alexandra 

Sabin, Judy Schwartz, 

Olivia Sears, Alison 

Seevak, Sara Segal, 

Susan Semonoff, Susan 

Sherman, Christopher 

Swarth, Nancy 

Szymanski, Chris Tarp, 

United Way California 

Capital Region, Douglas 

Vaughan, Joan Wactor, 

Stephen Waldman, 

Noreen Weeden, Helene 

Weil, Carolyn West, 

Brenda & Victor Wong, 

Stephanie Woods

GIFTS

(To $99)

George Almeida, Sharon 

Anderegg, Sharon 

Arnold, Williams Atkins, 

Dianne Ayres, Lora 

Baker, Beverly Barletta, 

Zoe Becker, Karen 

Berger, Nancy Berry, 

Megan Bierman, Ellis 

Bigelow, Fran Bolton, 

Richard Born, Virginia 

Boushey, China Brotsky, 

Bonnie Brown, Elizabeth 

Brown, Karen Brown, 

Crystal Brunzell, Maryellen 

Buckley, Deborah Bullock, 

Gaylord Burke, Lisa Burke, 

Robert Burlingame, 

Catherine Butler, Karen 

Butterfield, Barbara Bye, 

Wendy Caesar, Katherine 

Calvert, John Canham, 

Elaine Caret, Sue Carlisle, 

Marlies Carmody, Alison 

Cheung, Claire Chow, 

Carla Cicero Studley, 

Julie Clark, Inger Coble, 

Rosemary Corbin, Patrick 

Corr, Don Couch, Robert 

Craft, Jacqueline Craig, 

Laurie Craise, Val Cremin, 

John Davenport, Licia 

De Meo, Linda Deaktor, 

Adrienne DeBisschop, Juli 

Dickey, Amy Dickie, Sheila 

Dickie, Kris Diede, John 

Diller, William Dodge, 

Katharine Duane, Ian 

Duncan, Robin Duryee, 

Elise Eichhorn, Susan 

Euing, Sandra Falk, 

Grace Fawcett, Roland 

Feller, Ron Felzer, Ellen 

Florey, Dorothy Frantz, 

Linda Fries, Philip Frost, 

Freya Fuchs, Marianne 

Gabel, Jane Gallardo, 

The Gallivans, Vickie 

Germany, Barbara Gex, 

William Giddens, Loretta 

Giorgi, Suzi Goldmacher, 

Zubin Goldman, Suzanne 

Good, Dawn Graeff, 

Marvin Granlund, Pauline 

Grant, Helen Green, 

Anne Greenwood, John 

Grossberg, Whitney 

Grover, Linda Gustafson, 

Vicki Gutgesell, Stephen 

Hahn, Cricket Halsey, 

Paula Harrington, Michele 

Harrison, Bill Hart, Jane 

Hart, Judy Hatz, Lois Hayn, 

Rita Hays, Judith Helder, 

Jake & Katie Henry, James 

Herre, Jonah Hershowitz, 

Nellie Hill, Misako Hill, 

Robyn Hilles, Judy Hnilo, 

William Hoffland, John 

Hules, Alexis Hummel, 

David Jackson, Peg 

Janosch, Anne Jennings, 

David Jesson, Laura John, 

Jerilyn Johnson, William 

Johnston, Kathryn Jordan, 

Betty Jung, Diana Kaftan, 

Robert Kaplan, Richard 

Kaufmann, Melisa Kaye, 

Karen Kenney, Nancy 

Kent, Alison Keye, David 

Kimball, Kieran King, 

Frederick Kintzer, Roy 

Kirk, Meredith Jane 

Klein, Cherryne Kravitz, 

Rita Widra Kurpieski, 

Eddie Landesberg, 

Pat Landsberg, Johan 

Langewis, Mimi Lawrence, 

Donna Learn, Barry 

Lesch, Dennis Leuer, 

Sally Levinson, Lori Lewis, 

Richard Lewis, Elizabeth 

Linton, David & Susanne 

Lombardi, Melanie Lutz, 

Claude Lyneis, Claire 

Magowan, Eugenie 

Marek, Daphne Markham, 

Gloria Markowitz, 

Suzanne Marr, Elizabeth 

Massie, Jane Maxwell, 

Charles McCulloch, Joan 

McIntyre, David McKay, 

Rebecca McKee, Helen 

McKinley, Erin McMillan, 

Emory Menefee, Carol 

Miller, Robin Mitchell, 

Cathleen Moore, Sue 

Morgan, Kimberlie 

Moutoux, Alden Mudge, 

Jennifer Navarrete, 

Marilyn Nichols, Bill 

O’Brien, Susan Oehser, 

Susan Ohanian, Beatrice 

O’Keefe, Geraldine 

Oliva, Katherine Oliver, 

Valorie Olsen, Nancy 

Overton, Morton Paley, 

Jeff Pekrul, Regina 

Phelps, Beth Piatnitza, 

Renee Polizotto, Carlos 

Ponce, Divya Prabhakar, 

Hale Prather, Richard 

Price, David Quady, 

Linda Quan, Reetta 

Raag, Darryl Raszl, John 

Rees, Laura Reynolds, 

Dan Richman, Krehe 

Ritter, Elizabeth Rogers, 

Carmen Roman-Murray, 

Henry Rose, Tiffany 

Rose, Susan Rosenblatt, 

Marjorie Roth, John 

Rowe, Mary Rudser, 

Laura Russell, Erica 

Rutherford, Joyce 

Rybandt, Joyce Saad, 

Guido J. Salomone Jr., 

Michele Schaal, Orville 

Schell, Erin Schlemmer, 

Christina Schneck, 

Adele Schwarz, Michael 

Scott, Bruce Seidel, Ann 

Shackelford, Pamela 

Shandrick, Lily Shih, 

Betty Sin, Ellen Sirbu, 

Eleanor Skarakis, Randi 

Slaughter-Broussal, 

Brian Smalley, Patricia 

Smiley, Leslie Smith, 

Abdi Soltani, Julie 

Sorensen, Carol Sparks, 

Richard Speiglman, 

Robin Stavisky, Don & 

Ruth Stiver, Barbara 

Sullivan, Jan Sutcher, Tan 

Suwannukul, Lucile Taber, 

Diyang Tang, Dan Tasse, 

Cheryl Thompson, Jane 

Thrush, Linda Tiffany, 

Barbara Tittle, Nina 

Torcoletti, Connie Torii, 

Robert Van Austen, Cal 

Walters, Wendy Jeane 

Warrington, Terrence 

Watson, Diane Weber, 

Idell Weydemeyer, 

Jane Whitley, August 

Widmer, Chad Wilsey, 

Diane Wilson, Terry 

Winckler, Diane Winkler, 

Jacqueline Wish, Mary 

Wood, Delbert Woodall, 

Karen Yablonovitch, 

E. William Yund, Sam 

Zuckerman

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

Robin Banks, in honor of Cindy Margulis

Ken Berniker, in honor of Bob Lewis

Nancy Bombardieri, in honor of Eric Schroeder’s Big Year

Barbara Boyer, in honor of Mark’s Birthday

Deanne Burke, in honor of Herbert Mills

Linda Carloni, in honor of GGAS’s great staff

Susan Elwell, in honor of Carol Baxter

David Hirsch, in honor of Dan Harris

Sara Hirsch, in honor of Peter A. Hirsch

Daniel Joseph, in honor of Eric Schroeder’s Big Year

Maureen Lahiff, in honor of Vaux’s Swifts & Rusty Scalf

Robert Lewis, in honor of Eric Schroeder’s Big Year

Gail MacDonald, in honor of Tony Brake

Bruce Mast, in honor of Eric Schroeder’s Big Year

Russell & Karen Merritt, in honor of Kevin Consey

Teresa Pfiffner, in honor of Eric Schroeder’s Big Year

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

Bonnie Bell, in memory of Sam & Ray

Henry Braa, in memory of the McClellan Family

Christine Hall, in memory of Robert H. Laws, Jr.

Sara Hirsch, in memory of Allen V. Hirsch

Daniel Joseph, in memory of his Dad

Lisa Kadyk, in memory of Ann Kadyk

Ann Linsley, in memory of Stephen Linsley

Gail MacDonald, in memory of Whirley Osprey

Jamie Michaels, in memory of Robert Batha

Karen Morikawa, in memory of Nat & Flavio Ciferri

IN-KIND GIFTS 

Nancy Arbuckle, Barefoot Wine and Bubbly, Cliff House, Jacqueline Craig, Howard 

Creek Ranch Inn, Roberta Miller, Port of San Francisco, Linda Vallee

EMPLOYEE GIFT MATCHES

AAA (Marianne Campbell)

Clorox Company Foundation (Rachel Watson-Clark)

Genentech, Inc. (Melissa Starovasnik)

Walt Disney Co. Foundation (Cor Despota)

Please know that we work hard to ensure the accuracy of this list. If your name has been 

omitted or misspelled, let us know at 510.843.2222.



Above and Beyond for Birdathon

We are grateful to these volunteers who have put in the extra  

effort and created personal fundraising pages for Birdathon.

ROSTERBIRDATHON

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President

Linda Carloni

Vice President

Carol Baird

Diane Bennett, Laura Cremin, William Hudson, 

Dominik Mosur, Dan Roth, Leslie Storer, Pam Young

STAFF

Executive Director

Cindy Margulis, 510.843.9912

cmargulis@goldengateaudubon.org

Director of Volunteer Programs

Noreen Weeden, 510.301.0570

nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org

Development and Communications Manager

Leslie Weir, 510.843.2222

lweir@goldengateaudubon.org ext. 1004

Youth Programs Manager

Clayton Anderson, 510.843.2222 ext. 1005  

canderson@goldengateaudubon.org

Office Manager

Monica Moore, 510.843.2222 ext. 1001

mmoore@goldengateaudubon.org

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP

Adult Education Chair

Maureen Lahiff, mlahiff@aol.com

Field Trip Coordinator

Steve Lombardi, Hotrock175@gmail.com

Travel with GGAS Coordinators

Dawn Lemoine and Daryl Goldman  

travelprogram@goldengateaudubon.org

THE GULL AND WEBSITE

Gull and Web Editor

Leslie Weir, lweir@goldengateaudubon.org

MISSION STATEMENT

Golden Gate Audubon engages people to 

experience the wonder of birds and to translate 

that wonder into actions which protect native bird 

populations and their habitats.

ABOUT GOLDEN GATE AUDUBON

The Golden Gate Audubon Society was founded

January 25, 1917, and became a chapter of National

Audubon in 1948. However, GGAS receives no 

portion of dues from National Audubon. Golden 

Gate Audubon Supporting Membership is $35 per 

year. Renewals should be sent to the Golden Gate 

Audubon office.

The Gull is published four times per year. Special 

third-class postage paid in Oakland, CA. Send 

address changes to the office promptly. The post 

office does not forward The Gull.

Learn about upcoming Golden Gate Audubon 

events every month! Send your name and email 

address to ggas@goldengateaudubon.org to receive 

our monthly e-newsletters with upcoming events and 

other news. 

Golden Gate Audubon Society

2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G 

Berkeley, CA 94702

Office hours:  Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  

9 a.m. – noon, and other hours by appointment

Tel 510.843.2222

goldengateaudubon.org

ggas@goldengateaudubon.org

Nature Store

Visit our online store at goldengateaudubon.org/

store.

This issue of The Gull was published March 2019.

Design by e.g. communications

Treasurer 

Bruce Mast

Secretary

Eric Schroeder
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$1000 and above

Dolphin Charters

Emergency Management & Safety 

Solutions

Hanson Aggregates

SCS Global Services

$500 and above

Birding Ecotours 

Coast Litho Fine Printing

March Conservation Fund

Recology

$250 and above

Barefoot Wines & Bubbly

Dianne Ayres

Chris and Gary Bard

Linda Carloni

Laura Cremin

Ryan Gilpin and  

Melissa Orozco

Dan Harris

Anne Hoff

Maureen Lahiff

Bob Lewis

Bruce Mast

Prerona Mukherjee

Sharol Nelson-Embry 

Dan Roth

Eric Schroeder  
and Susan Palo

Alex Smolyanskaya

Leslie Storer

Diane Winkler

It’s not too late to join them! Go to goldengateaudubon.org/birdathon2019/ and 

press the Create My Personal Page button. Take advantage of this great opportunity 

to tell friends and family what GGAS means to you while also raising money to help 

Bay Area birds.

There is still space available on many of our one-of-a-kind Birdathon 2019 
experiences. Go to goldengateaudubon.org/birdathon-2019-fundraising-trips for trip 
schedule and registration.

Thank You to our Birdathon 2019 Corporate Sponsors 

Birdathon 2019 Trip Leaders 

Birdathon would never be possible without the generosity of our trip leaders who 

donate their time, energy, talents and out-of-pocket expenses to provide memorable 

experiences. Thank you to:  

Dave Quady (Greater Sage Grouse, March 22) 

Anne Ardillo & George Eade (Raptors at Skaggs Island, 

March 23) 

Leslie Storer, Tom & Diane Bennett (Behind the Scenes 

at the Oakland Zoo, March 24) 

Jack Dumbacher (Behind the Scenes at the Cal 

Academy, March 28) 

Joyce Mercado & Sharol Nelson-Embry (Birds and 

Chocolate at Elsie Roemer, March 30) 

Glen Tepke (Birds! Camera! Action!, March 31) 

Dan & Joan Murphy (Birding San Francisco, April 6 & 

Birding the Peninsula, April 13) 

Rusty Scalf (CA Condors at the Pinnacles w/ Richard 

Neidhardt, April 6 & Birding Pt. Reyes, April 27  

and 28) 

Wendy Beers & Miya Lucas (Grasshopper Sparrows at 

Garin Regional Park, April 8) 

Bob Lewis (Elkhorn Slough Safari, April 9 & Hayward 

shoreline, May 4 & Napa River, April 27) 

Alan Hopkins (Best of the Presidio, April 13) 

Bruce Mast (Birds and Wine, April 14) 

Clay Anderson (Valle Vista, April 14) 

Ryan Phillips (Santa Cruz Mountains, April 20) 

Tony Brake & Yvonne McHugh (Marin Headlands 

Schooner Sail, April 20) 

Dominik Mosur (South Bay Salt Ponds, April 20) 

Steve & Carol Lombardi (Mines Road, April 26) 

Cindy Margulis (Corvid Connection, April 27) 

Maureen Lahiff (Mitchell Canyon, April 28) 

Carla Cicero & Allen Fish (UCB Dept. of Zoology) 

Denise Wight (Birding by Ear, May 5) 

Alan Kaplan (Inspiration Point, May 10) 

Gary Adest & Joan Parker (Tule Transect, May 14) 

Shira Kammen (Flights of Fancy Concert, May 18) 

Alan Harper & Carol Baird (Celebration Garden Party, 

May 19) 

John Ehrenfeld (Lake Berryessa Ospreys, May 25) 

Scott Young (Birding by Air, online auction)

Il
a

n
a
 D

e
B

a
re

mailto:lweir@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:canderson@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:mlahiff@aol.com
mailto:Hotrock175@gmail.com
mailto:travelprogram@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:lweir@goldengateaudubon.org
mailto:ggas@goldengateaudubon.org
goldengateaudubon.org/birdathon
goldengateaudubon.org/birdathon


Golden Gate Audubon Society

2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G 
Berkeley, CA 94702

Return service requested

Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Oakland, CA

Permit No.1702

8     THE GULL      SPRING 2019

BACKYARD BIRDER

The Gull is printed with soy-based inks on chlorine-free paper, 30% postconsumer waste content.www.goldengateaudubon.org

2  The Can-Do Spirit of our Volunteers
Volunteers are the heartbeat of GGAS and 
magnify the impact of the organization a 
hundred fold.

4  Speaker Series
San Francisco Speaker Series has moved to the 
new venue at Sports Basement, 1590 Bryant 
Street.

5  Observation and SFBayOspreys.org
Tens of thousands of viewers are captivated 
by the courtship, nest building, and offspring 
of Ospreys Rosie and Richmond.

THE LESSER GOLDFINCH
by cathy bleier
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Lesser Goldfinch.

pring is here. Hills are greening up, fruit trees blossoming 

and breeding bird song is beginning to fill the air. In the Bay 

Area migrant species are arriving while resident species, such as the 

Lesser Goldfinch, brighten up their plumage and with it, our yards 

and open spaces. 

The Lesser Goldfinch (Spinus psaltria) is our smallest goldfinch, 

measuring 3.5 to 4.5 inches and weighing a third to a half ounce. 

Sexually dimorphic in plumage, the males have black foreheads 

and crowns while females have olive-colored heads. Both sexes are 

s

yellow in front (throat to belly) with olive green backs (unlike the 

bright yellow of American Goldfinch) and obvious white patches on 

the wings and tail. The species is also geographically dimorphic; 

in Texas and their eastern range most male birds have black backs. 

You may recognize the Lesser Goldfinch before you see it. Its 

plaintive—some say mournful—descending tee-yer call is unmis-

takable. Its flight can also help with identification: a rapid and 

scalloped (dipping) pattern. The Lesser Goldfinch’s extended songs 

are varied, rapid mixes of tweets, trills, chirps and whistles. These 

incorporate mimicry (imitation) of other bird song phrases —a tal-

ent shared with only a few other species. They prefer open habitats 

of grass, forbs, shrubs and scattered trees, and can be found in our 

parks and backyards.

The Lesser Goldfinch nests in much of the Bay Area, usually 

between April and August. Females weave tight cup-shaped nests 

of plant fibers, and lay 3 to 6 pale blue eggs. They eat seeds, buds 

and flowers, and are especially fond of thistles, dandelions and sun-

flowers, so make sure you leave some flower heads intact after they 

bloom! Native shrubs and trees used for food and nesting include 

oaks, willows, alders, Ceanothus, and Salvias. Unlike sparrows and 

some other seed eaters, they prefer feeding on standing plants rather 

than foraging on the ground; more entertainment for us when they 

hang upside down to do it! 

Fortunately for us, Lesser Goldfinch populations are stable and 

possibly increasing. Their range is also expanding, probably due to 

development, which brings water and food sources. So enjoy them 

this spring as they bring color, song and chicks to our gardens, farms 

and open spaces.

www.goldengateaudubon.org
SFBayOspreys.org

