
awn Lemoine wrote a species 
profile of Ridgway’s Rails. Megan 

Jankowski wrote a profile of White-
crowned Sparrows. Cathy Bleier wrote a 
profile of Allen’s Hummingbirds. These 
profiles—descriptions of a bird’s behav-
ior, life cycle, and natural history—are 
just one small part of the coursework 
undertaken by participants in the year-
long Master Birder class co-sponsored by 
Golden Gate Audubon Society and Cali-
fornia Academy of Sciences. 
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Master Birder 
Class Fledges 
Birding leaders
by ilana debare

California Scrub Jay.
Robert Ho
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Sandhill Cranes.

Our strategy FOr a livaBle CliMate
by pam young, executive director

limate change poses the single grav-
est threat to wildlife and humanity. 

So, what to do in the face of such potential 
catastrophe? The GGAS Board of Directors 
spent the better part of 2019 tackling this 
very question. 

You may have read on our Golden Gate 
Birder Blog that we officially developed a 
Strategic Plan to guide us forward in the 
coming years. A large part of this plan iden-
tifies actions for shifting toward a livable 
climate within our communities. Our Stra-
tegic Plan provides clear guidance on actions 
we can each take to restore and protect pro-
ductive habitats and healthy communities.

With our new Strategic Plan in mind, our 
springtime Birdathon 2020 campaign offers 
exciting opportunities to experience the 

wonder of birds in behind-the-scenes tours, 
special events, custom tours, and specially 
auctioned items. Please participate in our 
Birdathon and have a front-row seat to wit-
ness first-hand how our favorite beautiful Bay 
area birding spots automatically sequester 
carbon. Healthy habitats and high biodiver-
sity are natural remedies to the deadly threats 
of climate-impacted ecosystems. 

Our plan identifies what we do best: 
encourage individual and community actions 
that benefit the birds that we all love. And we 
intend to take this a step further by helping 
communities understand how intrinsically 
interlinked the health of the planet is with 
our personal wellbeing. Our strategic initia-
tive for a livable climate links our mutual 
commitment to conservation with actions 

that we can take in our own communities. 
The centerpiece for our education, advo-
cacy and restoration work is embedded in 
our strategic initiative for a livable climate. 

Our strategic initiative features a key 
environmental justice element for our diver-
sity and inclusiveness program. Underserved 
communities often experience the negative 
effects of impoverished ecosystems and bar-
ren or toxic regions. Our imperative to reach 
out to underserved communities drives the 
twin goals of restoring and protecting high 
functioning landscapes for birds and for our 
own health. Our focus on a livable climate 
helps protect crucial resources that function 
as both climate sinks and valuable habitat 
for birds and other wildlife. 

It is our responsibility to advocate for 
birds, people, and the planet. By increasing 
our youth and adult education programs, 
offering scholarships for those most in 
need to come learn with us, and encourag-
ing new voices into our mix, we will better 
serve our local community. Our inclusive 
message increases diversity and inclusion 
in our staff, generates new revenue streams, 
and advances new technologies that build 
bridges to more neighborhoods. 

 Our Strategic Plan activates our focus 
on Engagement. Wonder. Action. Advo-
cacy. Your support and commitment inspire 
and drive our GGAS achievements! Please, 
encourage those you know to visit our web-
site and learn more about us. Stay tuned 
to our informative communications that 
promise more details and updates. Please 
invite underserved communities to col-
laborate with us! We will achieve success 
together on behalf of the birds and people 
(and our very planet!) that we all love.

c

The 2019 Oakland Christmas Bird Count
The 2019 Oakland CBC had much to celebrate! The 254 field observers and 
34 yard watchers detected a record-high 186 species. Since 2014, Oakland 
has had more field observers than any other Christmas count in the world. 
Altogether, observers recorded 105,594 individual birds, some ten percent 
more than recent average, and sprinkled among them were a number of 
notable species. Among those 186 species found on count day, three were 
new to the count: a Tufted Puffin, Tropical Kingbird, and Hooded Oriole! For 
the full article on our Oakland CBC, please go to goldengateaudubon.org/
wp-content/uploads/2019-Oakland-CBC-Report.pdf.

The 2019 San Francisco Christmas Bird Count
This year’s count was notable for a number of terrific new area leaders! 
Some uncommon species that seem to be becoming annuals were Tropical 
Kingbird, Blue-grey Gnatcatcher, Western Tanager and Orchard Oriole. 
Total birds counted were 50,572 with 191 species reported including 
rarities like the Northern Fulmar, Red-footed Booby, and Summer Tanager! 
Many thanks to the 138 observers who made this count possible, and to 
report compilers David Assmann, Siobhan Ruck, Dan Murphy, and Alan 
Hopkins! For more information, visit goldengateaudubon.org/blog-posts/
rarities-and-sunshine-at-2019-sf-cbc.

https://goldengateaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2019-Oakland-CBC-Report.pdf
https://goldengateaudubon.org/wp-content/uploads/2019-Oakland-CBC-Report.pdf
https://goldengateaudubon.org/blog-posts/rarities-and-sunshine-at-2019-sf-cbc/
https://goldengateaudubon.org/blog-posts/rarities-and-sunshine-at-2019-sf-cbc/
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bay area hotspot

ocated in the southwest corner of San Francisco, 
Lake Merced is one of only three remain-

ing freshwater lakes in the city. At 267 species, Lake 
Merced is the number two hotspot in San Francisco, 
according to eBird, and is home to breeding birds and is 
an important resting stop for many migrants. 

While it is possible to see birds anywhere around 
Lake Merced, the three most commonly birded areas 
are “the concrete bridge”, Sunset Circle, and Harding 
Park. All are directly on the lake and offer excellent 
views of waterfowl, as well as lots of songbird activity 
surrounding the lake. 

If Gull identification is one of your avocations, Lake 
Merced is the place to practice in the winter! Gulls of all 
ages are often on land or perched on the railings of the 
park. Most common are Western, California, Mew and 
Glaucous-winged, with the odd Herring and Iceland 
Gull sometimes in the mix. Some years, Bonaparte’s 
Gulls have been spotted foraging on the lake in winter. 
There are also many species of Ducks and Grebes in 
among the Coots on the water. You will spot begging 
offspring throughout the Spring and Summer. In addi-
tion to the Waterfowl, this area is also fairly reliable for 

Sora and Virginia Rail, more often heard than seen. 
Summer is a great time to practice your Swallow 

identification skills – six Swallow species can reliably 
be seen over the lake. Trees often attract Warblers and 
other insect-gleaners and are a good place to check for 
rarities, such as Chestnut-sided Warbler. The park is 
frequented by Sparrows, such as White-crowned and 
Fox in Winter, and Song Sparrows all year round. Other 
past sightings include Northern Waterthrush, Swamp 
Sparrow, Tropical Kingbird and Osprey. 

Just beyond the entrance of Harding Park, there is a 
mixed breeding colony of Double-crested Cormorants 
and Great Blue Herons in the Spring and early Sum-
mer. The nests fill the trees and are easily observed with 
binoculars. San Francisco Rec & Parks will begin an 
improvement project around Lake Merced in 2020. The 
project includes removal of hazardous trees and prun-
ing of the remaining trees; trail surface improvements, 
among others. For more information on the park visit 
the SF Parks Alliance website: www.sfparksalliance.
org/our-parks/parks/lake-merced

Keep your eyes and ears wide open—you never know 
what you’ll encounter here!

Views of Lake Merced at left and bottom; Ruddy Duck, above. 
Photos courtesy Angie Geiger.

lake MerCed: Birding HOtspOt 
by angie geiger

location

Skyline Blvd  
& Harding Rd,  
San Francisco

You never 
know what 
you’ll 
encounter 
here!

l

Have a favorite birding site you’d like to share? Contact mramos@goldengateaudubon.org.

https://www.sfparksalliance.org/our-parks/parks/lake-merced
https://www.sfparksalliance.org/our-parks/parks/lake-merced
mailto:mramos@goldengateaudubon.org
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garden as iF liFe 
depends On it: 
HOw tHe Bringing 
BaCk tHe natives 
garden tOur Can 
Help  
kathy kramer

You may have heard about the thirty percent decline in bird popu-
lations, and the insect apocalypse. Come learn how you can help 
reverse these trends in your own garden, and find out how the Bring-
ing Back the Natives Garden Tour can help you transform your 
garden into a place that provides food, shelter, and nesting areas for 
wildlife.

Kathy Kramer has been developing programs that educate Bay 
Area residents on local environmental issues for over thirty years. 
The programs developed under Ms. Kramer’s leadership have 
received local, state, and national awards. Ms. Kramer currently 
runs the “Bringing Back the Natives Garden Tour,” a Bay Area 
based environmental conservation program. Kathy’s profound love 
for gardening came after she and her husband remodeled their home 
garden and witnessed the tangible, positive impacts of native plants 
on local wildlife. Her hope is to inspire people to cultivate a healthy 
and beautiful landscape where all life can benefit.

Please note new San Francisco 
venue at S.F. State’s Downtown 
Campus. 

Since 1997 GGAS has partnered 
with the Port of San Francisco to 
enhance shoreline wildlife habi-
tat at Pier 94. Through creative 
partnerships and modest fund-
ing, GGAS mobilized materials, 
equipment, and people to trans-
form barren shoreline rubble and road into a viable place for native 
plants and wildlife. This project is a model for using clean local 
“waste” sediment from mining, dredging, and excavation projects for 
habitat enhancement rather than disposal. 

Mike Perlmutter is the Environmental Stewardship Team Super-
visor for the City of Oakland Public Works Environmental Services 
Division. Mike holds a Bachelor’s of Science from Tufts University, 
and a Master’s of Environmental Management from the Yale School 
of Forestry and Environmental Studies.  Mike has worked in San 
Francisco Bay Area environmental conservation since 1998. 

Namibia the largest sand dunes 
in the world, and it hasn’t rained 
for over 10 years in parts of the 
Namib Desert. The desert hosts 
birds and animals that have 
learned to survive in this arid 
place. We spent some time in 
Cape Town with GGAS friends! 
We’ll show you many of the des-
ert creatures we saw on our tour.

Bob trained as a chemist, but his second career is very avian. He’s 
served on the GGAS board where he led the Adult Education Com-
mittee. He’s an award-winning photographer and world traveler, and 
frequent public speaker on avian topics at libraries and Audubon 
Societies. He has co-taught Master Birding, Avian Evolution and 
Bay Area Birds for GGAS, and his bird life list stands at 5037.

location / date

Berkeley
Thursday, April 16
6:30 p.m. refreshments
7 p.m. program

pier 94  
restOratiOn
mike perlmutter

sand dunes and 
salt Flats: a ggas 
trip tO naMiBia, 
aFriCa
bob lewis

San Francisco
Thursday, May 21
6:30 p.m. refreshments, 
7 p.m. program

Berkeley
Thursday, June 18
6:30 p.m. refreshments
7 p.m. program

location / date

location / date
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Anna’s Hummingbird.

San Francisco: New transit-friendly venue! San Francisco State University 
Downtown Campus, 835 Market Street, 6th Floor (Westfield Shopping 
Center). Directions: cob.sfsu.edu/contact/visiting-downtown-campus. 

Berkeley: Northbrae Community Church, 941 The Alameda (between 
Solano and Marin). Directions: Visit northbrae.org/contact--find-us.html.

speaker series

https://cob.sfsu.edu/contact/visiting-downtown-campus
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MASTER BIRDER CONTINUED from page 1

2020 marks the 7th year that GGAS and 
Cal Academy have offered this challenging 
class. It’s remarkable in producing not just 
expert birders but community leaders—
people with the skills and confidence to 
become field trip leaders, birding instruc-
tors, conservation activists, and board 
members. 

“It opened me up to leading bird walks, 
something I otherwise wouldn’t have done,” 
said Bleier, who took the class in 2016 and 
now leads monthly walks for GGAS at Hill-
top Lake in Richmond. 

“I don’t think we really understood at 
the beginning how valuable the class would 
be in providing a pot full of prospective 
board members and volunteers,” said Bob 
Lewis, who launched the Master Birder 
class in 2013 with Eddie Bartley and Jack 
Dumbacher.

The class grew out of discussions about 
how to offer birding education that went 
deeper than GGAS’s usual six-week classes. 

“Eddie was very focused on, ‘We need to 
train more people because nobody in the 
Christmas Bird Count can recognize bird 
songs,” Lewis recalled.

Then Jack Dumbacher—Curator of 
Ornithology at Cal Academy—joined the 
GGAS board and provided the ignition 
spark. 

Lewis, Dumbacher, and Bartley 
designed a class that would last for a full 
year, continuing through all seasons of bird 
activity. Monthly lectures at Cal Academy 
address topics such as taxonomy, migration 

theories, and flight mechanics, while giving 
students hands-on access to the Academy’s 
outstanding collection of taxidermied birds. 
Weekend field trips let them apply their 
newfound knowledge outdoors. 

But the core of the class is the students’ 
own work. Along with the species profile, 
they each deliver an oral report on a topic 
in ornithology and submit a short written 
paper with scientific citations. 

Each student chooses a birding “patch” 
and visits it at least twice a month through-
out the year, recording what they see and 
conducting a breeding bird survey there. 

They’re taught how to file rare bird 
reports and lead field trips, and each stu-
dent is responsible for organizing and 
leading a trip on their own by the end of 
the year.

The class also has a service component: 
Everyone must do 100 hours of community 
science or conservation-focused volunteer 
work. 

“There were times when it felt like a total 
information overload,” said Jankowski, who 
took the class in 2018. “Biology isn’t simple, 
and more research is being done all the 

time. It was great to have Jack Dumbacher, 
who knows all the recent research.”

Since its start in 2013, the program has 
graduated about 120 people. Alumni can be 
found in leading roles throughout the Bay 
Area birding community. 

Master Birders Linda Carloni, Eric 
Schroeder, Whitney Grover, and Alex 
Smolanskaya joined the GGAS board of 
directors. Dawn Lemoine will take over the 
role of co-compiler of Oakland’s Christmas 
Bird Count this year. Grads such as Cathy 
Bleier, Miya Lucas, and Wendy Beers are 
now frequent field trip leaders, while oth-
ers such as Megan Jankowski stepped up to 
become area leaders in the Christmas Bird 
Count. 

“It’s exceeded our expectations,” Bartley 
said. “We’re super-pleased to see Master 
Birders join boards and become field trip 
leaders. Some have even gone on to become 
professional biologists.”

“I gained a deeper understanding of 
birds,” Lemoine said. “But I also gained a 
recognition that there are all kinds of bird-
ers, with different skills, and we all bring 
something to birding.” 

features

The program has graduated about 120 people. Alumni can 
be found in leading roles throughout the Bay Area birding 
community.

Ridgway’s Rail.

Anna’s Hummingbird.
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donations

Thank you for joining our donor community.
Donations from December 1, 2019 through February 29, 2020. 
With gratitude to every individual, business, and organization who made a recent 

donation. We are especially appreciative of all Birdathon 2020 donations and are 

grateful for the trip leaders and corporate sponsors who have contributed to GGAS. 

Large or small, the gifts you send support our conservation, education, and member 

programs, and directly benefit the birds you love.

Donations

Golden eaGle
($1000 and above)
Eddie Bartley, Mary 
Betlach, Linda and Bob 
Carloni, Jean Conner, 
Barbara Dengler, 
Bob Hallet, Willam 
Hudson, Dwight 
Johnson, March 
Conservation Fund, 
Miles and Mel McKey, 
National Audubon 
Society, John Nelson, 
Vic Quattrin, Pepi 
Ross, Thomas Mitchell 
Scruggs, Deborah 
Senter, Jacqueline 
Smalley, Walker 
Warner Architects

PeReGRIne 
FalCon
($500 to $999)
Chris and Gary Bard, 
Andrea Burhoe, Don 
and Nancy Colberg, 
Marsha Feinland, 
The Greenberg 
Family Trust, Douglas 
Hendricks, Sara Hirsch, 
Don and Ann Hughes, 
Karen Kenney, Dan 
and Joan Murphy, 
Audre Newman, Phil 
Price, Maryann Rainey, 
Elizabeth Sojourner, 
Pam Young

leaST TeRn
($250 to $499)
Jan Ambrosini, 
Marjorie Blackwell, 
Nancy Bombardieri, 
Anne Cahill Hansen, 
Eunice Childs, 
Margaret Clarson, 
Jacqueline Desoer, 
Viola Gonzales, Nancy 
Graham, Amanda  
Hamilton, Carole 
Herman, Hoadley-
Gale Fund (Horizons 
Foundation), Robert 
Lawrence, Bruce Mast, 
Suzanne Masuret, 
Mara Melandry, Jaime 
Michaels, Wendy 
Niles, Jeanette Oliver, 
Angus MacDonald 
Parker, Denny Parker, 
George Peyton, Tony 
Read,  Salesforce, 
Susan Sherman, 
Michael Stevens, 
Tan Suwannukul, 
Margarette Untawale, 
Noreen Weeden, 
Meredith Williams, 
Bruce Willock 

RIdGWaY’S RaIl
($100 to $249)
Rubi Abrams, Amy 
Bach, Katherine Bairey, 
Robin Lee Barrett, 
Bonnie Bell, Scott 
Benson, Karen Berger, 
Berkley Bob’s, Jack 

Bertges, James Betts, 
Eric Biber, Elinor Blake, 
John and Judy Boe, 
Claire and Bill Bove, 
Barbara Boyer, Ron 
and Susan Briggs, June 
Browne, Maryellen 
Buckley, California 
Wildlife Foundation, 
Charlie Cardillo, Chris 
Carmichael, Courtney 
Clarkson, Susan 
Clifford, Tazuko Coffee, 
Martin Cohn, Thomas 
Colton, Jacqueline 
Craig, Sarah Dandridge, 
Sylvia Darr, Vera De 
Martini-Esq, Barbara 
Dean, Carolyn Dugger, 
Katherine Dunham, 
Robin Duryee, Donald 
Dvorak, Janice Eldred, 
Margaret Eldred, 
Catherine Elliott, James 
Ferry, Robin Flagg, 
Andrew Folta, Karen 
Forsgard, Beverly 
Galloway, Sandy Gess, 
Pa Gianni, Valerie 
Glass, Roger Govier, 
Pauline Grant, Mark 
and Melanie Grover, 
Whitney Grover, 
Barbara Guletz, 
Linda Gustafson, 
Karen Elizabeth Hall, 
Dan Harris, Analicia 
Hawkins, Carol 
Henry, James Hogg, 
Robert Hosemann, 

Kathleen Hurley, 
Dale Ikeda, Michael 
Ina, Linda Jacobs, 
Alvaro Jaramillo, Anne 
Jennings, Kathryn 
Jordan, Dorothy Kaplan, 
Marilyn Kecso, Pat Kline, 
Geri Koeppel, Tomas 
Latham, Arlene Lee, 
Shellye Lessing, Dennis 
Leuer, Marc Levinson, 
Robert Lewis, Scott 
Lewis, Sandy Linder, 
Steve Lombardi, William 
Long, Diane Luders, 
Lupe Mariscal, Tom 
McManus, Ray Miller, 
Ann Moen, Paul Monts, 
J T Morcom, Moss 
and Murphy, Charles 
Moulton, Karen Naifeh, 
Amanda Nelson, 
Susan Oehser, Brian 
O’Laughlin, Patrick 
Owens, Eric Schroeder 
and Susan Palo, 
Marjorie Powell, Hilary 
Powers, Richard Price, 
Nancy Price, Madhav 
Puri, Carolyn Reese, 
Tanya Reuvekamp, Judy 
Reynolds, Felix Rigau, 
Steven Rosenberg, 
Pat Rudebusch, Linda 
Rudin, Alexandra 
Sabin, Kenneth and 
Marjorie Sauer, Eleanor 
Segal, Sara Segal, 
Alice Sgourakis, 
Daniel Siegel, Dong 
In Sinn, Alexandra 
Smolyanskaya, Harriet 
Sollod, Carla Soracco, 
William Springer, 
Madelyn Stone, Jan 
Sutcher, Cindy Sutliff, 
Christopher Swarth, 
Nancy Szymanski, 
Carlon Tanner, Daniel 
Tauber, Glen Tepke, 
Jane Thrush, Katherine 
Tynan, United Way 
(California Capital 
Region), Linda Vallee, 
Stephen Waldman, 
Carolyn Weil, David 
Weisz, Karen Westlund, 
Carolyn Whittle, Sarah 
Wilson, Ronnie Wong, 
Stephanie Woods, 
Elaine Yokoyama, 
Mitchell Youngman, 
Sam Zuckerman

GIFTS
(To $99)
Karen Ackerman, 
Elizabeth Alexander, 
Susan Alexander, 
Laura Mae Alpert, 
Amazon Smile, Barbara 
Anderson, Andrea 
Antoni, Lyla Arum, 
Patricia Bacchetti, 
Karen Backer, Linda 
Bacon, Nina Bai, 
Christina Bartlett, Vikki 
Bay, Andrew Bearman, 
Zoe Becker, Natasha 
Beery, Victoria S 
Behrman, Natasha 
Bell, Grant Bennett, 
Ken Berniker, Ardith 
Betts, Erik Blangsted, 
Alberta Blumin, Jean 
Bogiages, Jonathan 
Bond, Henry Braa, 
Robert & Barbara 
Brandriff, D G Brazil, 
Barbara Brenner 
Buder, Robert Brokl, 
Elizabeth Ann Brown, 
Kathleen J. Brown, 
Bree Brown, Doris 
and John Brown, 
Erica Buhrmann, 
Deborah Bullock, 
Neil Burmester, Janet 
Burnham, Catherine 
Lynn Butler, Mary 
Butterwick, Eugenia 
Caldwell, Katherine 
Calvert, Marianne 
Campbell, Rosemary 
G. Campos, Elaine M. 
Caret, Mary Carrigan, 
Leigh Castellon, Jason 
Chietti, Claire Chow, 
Carol Christ, Wai 
Chung, Carla Cicero 
Studley, Julie Clark, 
Suzanne Coberly, 
Mark Cocalis, Roberta 
Collier, Sheila Collins, 
Barbara Conheim, 
Susan Cossins, Don 
Couch, Susan Cox, 
Robert Craft, Michael 
Cremin, Michael 
DAloisio, John 
Davenport, Anne 
Davis, Licia De Meo, 
Linda Deaktor, Elyse 
Derbes, Daniel Devine, 
Amy Dickie, William 
Dodge, Katherine 
and Luke and Annie 
Dustin, Elise Eichhorn, 
Douglas Elinson, Ann 
Elliott, Sandy Emerson, 
Susan Ensign, Susan 
Euing, Roland Feller, 
Harriett Fernstrom, 
Ellen Florey, Michael 
Foley, Mary Foley, 
Catherine Fox, 
Dorothy  Frantz, Kristi 
Frederick, Nancy 
Friedman, Philip 
Frost, Sue Gallagher, 

Patricia Gannon, Susan 
Garbarino, Elaine 
Geffen, Genentech, 
Barbara Gex, Karen 
Ray Gibson, William  
Giddens, M. Whitney 
Gilkey, George Goerl, 
Daryl Goldman, 
Candace Goldman, 
Peter Goorjian, Linda 
Grant, Susan Greef, 
David Grewal, Erik 
and Raechel Grover, 
Zachary Grover, Mary 
Gutekanst, Elizabeth 
Hahn, Christine 
Hall, Robert Hall, 
Cricket Halsey, Kelly 
Hammargren, Rachel 
Hanson, Charlotte 
Harbeson, Michele 
& Jerry Harrison, 
Kathy Hasten, Lori 
Hatakeyama, Jared 
Haynes, Sabrina 
Hernandez, James 
Herre, Loren Hickman, 
Diane Hie, Judy Hnilo, 
Raymond Ho, Anne 
Hoff, William Hoffland, 
Alan Hopkins, Kathleen 
Houge, Susan Howard, 
Joseph Hughes, Nancy 
Jackson, Peg Janosch, 
Jerilyn Johnson, William 
Edward Johnston, 
Raymond Johnston, 
Carolyn Jones, Jane 
Jorgensen, Robert 
Kaplan, Sarah Kaplan, 
Erica Katz, Richard 
Kaufmann, Melisa 
Kaye, Helen Keating, 
Dolores Kelleher, 
Gregory Kelly, Corinne 
Kennedy, Jerilyn Keyak, 
Alison Keye, Marilyn 
Kinch, Meredith Jane 
Klein, David Knapp, 
Kurt Kosek, Robert 
Kossler, Cherryne 
Kravitz, Haralyn Kuckes, 
Nancy Kurshan, Jennie 
& Stan Kwok, Pansy 
Kwong, Frances Lai, 
Pat Landsberg, John 
Laws, Nancy Leahy, 
Barry Lesch, Susan 
Lessin, Sally Levinson, 
Bill and Louise Lidicker, 
Steve Linsley, Randi and 
Herb Long, Saundra 
Lormand, Melanie Lutz, 
Claude Lyneis, Linda 
Lyons, Eugenie Marek, 
Daphne Markham, 
Gloria Markowitz, 
Suzanne Marr, 
Constance Marvin, 
Virginia McGaraghan, 
Sean Mcgowan, 
Joan McIntyre, 
Helen McKinley, 
Joseph Megan, 
Gretchen Merkle, 
Anne Middlebrook, Cedar Waxwing.
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boaRd oF dIReCToRS

President
Linda Carloni

Vice President and Secretary
Eric Schroeder

Treasurer and Chair of Finance Committee 
Bruce Mast

Carol Baird, Diane Bennett, Laura Cremin,  
Whitney Grover, William Hudson, Christine Okon, 
Dan Roth, Alex Smolyanskaya

STaFF

Executive Director
Pam Young, 510.843.2222 ext. 1002
pyoung@goldengateaudubon.org

Director of Volunteer Programs
Janet Carpinelli 
jcarpinelli@goldengateaudubon.org 

Communications Manager
Melissa Ramos, 510.843.2222 ext. 1004
mramos@goldengateaudubon.org 

Youth Programs Manager
Clayton Anderson  
canderson@goldengateaudubon.org

Office Manager
Meshay Turner, 510.843.2222 ext. 1001
mturner@goldengateaudubon.org 
ggas@goldengateaudubon.org

volunTeeR leadeRSHIP

Adult Education Chair
Maureen Lahiff, mlahiff@aol.com

Field Trip Coordinator
Steve Lombardi, Hotrock175@gmail.com

Travel with GGAS Coordinators
Dawn Lemoine, Daryl Goldman, and Eric Schroeder  
travelprogram@goldengateaudubon.org

MISSIon STaTeMenT
Golden Gate Audubon Society engages people 
to experience the wonder of birds and to translate 
that wonder into actions which protect native bird 
populations and their habitats.

abouT Golden GaTe audubon SoCIeTY
The Golden Gate Audubon Society was founded 
January 25, 1917. Golden Gate Audubon Supporting 
Membership is $35 per year. You can join or renew on 
the website or through our Berkeley office. 

The Gull is published four times per year. Special 
third-class postage paid in Oakland, CA. Send 
address changes to the office promptly. The post 
office does not forward The Gull.

Learn about upcoming Golden Gate Audubon 
events every month! Send your name and email 
address to mramos@goldengateaudubon.org to 
receive our monthly e-newsletters with upcoming 
events and other news.

Golden Gate Audubon Society
2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G 
Berkeley, CA 94702
Office hours:  Monday, Wednesday and Thursday  
9 a.m. – noon, and other hours by appointment
Telephone 510.843.2222
goldengateaudubon.org
ggas@goldengateaudubon.org

Nature Store
Visit our online store at goldengateaudubon.org/
store.

This issue of The Gull was published April 2020.

Design by e.g. communications

Please know that we work hard to ensure the 
accuracy of this list. If your name has been omitted 
or misspelled, let us know at 510.843.2222.

bIRdaTHon 2020 CoRPoRaTe SPonSoRS
March Conservation Fund, Emergency Management & 
Safety Solutions, Walker Werner Architects, Out of This 
World Optics, Recology, Alvaro’s Adventures Birding & 
Nature Tours

eMPloYee GIFT MaTCHeS
AAA (Marianne Campbell)
Adobe (Brian O’Laughlin)
Charles Schwab (Tomas Latham)
Chevron (Robert Lewis)
Clorox (Rachel Watson-Clark)
Dolby (Smitty and Elizabeth Smith-Azinheira)

GRanTS
East Bay Community Foundation (Lisa Esherick Fund)

In-KInd GIFTS
Jacqueline Craig
Pamela Magnuson-Peddle

GIFTS In HonoR oF
Bonnie Bell, in honor of Allan Marks
Dan Burke, in honor of Philip Henderson
Angela Caya, in honor of Murray the Bird
Kevin Consey, in honor of Russell & Karen Merritt
Allison Dang, in honor of Janette Dang
Trudy Ernst, in honor of Linda Carloni
Elena Fuentes-Afflick, in honor of Pam May
Sean Gallivan, in honor of Mark Gallivan
Philip Henderson, in honor of Dan Burke & Vicki Liu
Sylvia Hurdle, in honor of Carolyn Honer
Kim Lally, in honor of Annie Carpenter
Dawn Lemoine, in honor of Eric Schroeder’s Big Year
Allison Levin, in honor of Noreen Weedon
Gail MacDonald, in honor of Tony Brake
Dorothy Manevich, in honor of Louis Rankin
Bruce Mast, in honor of Eric Schroeder’s Big Year
Jaime Michaels, in honor of Robert Batha
Mark and Beth Ruben, in honor of Thad Mully
Jeffrey Swanson, in honor of Robyn Swanson 
Ellen Strong, in honor of Eric Schroeder

GIFTS In MeMoRY oF
Anonymous, in memory of my mother Bea
Kristen Beard, in memory of Joe Beard
Rosalind and David Bloom, in memory of  

Mary Elizabeth Burton
Inger Coble, in memory of Mary Krentz
Sheila Dickie, in memory of Mary Krentz
Leslie Farber, in memory of Bill Van Horn
Sara Hirsch, in memory of Alan Hirsch
Judy Sierra, in memory of Little Gamma and Whirley
Diane Tarr, in memory of Joe Beard

Louise Miller, 
Steven Miyamoto, 
Melissa Mizell, Tim 
Montgomery, Naomi 
Morales, Sue Morgan, 
Jennifer Morrow, Alden 
Mudge, Karen Mullally, 
Robert Mullaney, W 
Murdough, Cheri 
Murrell, Delanie Norton, 
Jo Ann Ogden, Beatrice 
O’Keefe, Geraldine 
Oliva, Valorie Olsen, 
Marita O’Reilly, J Parish, 
Barbara Pearl, Beth 
Piatnitza, Carol Pierman, 
Emily Pimentel, Charles 
Poff, Susan Poirier-
Klein, James Post, 
Marjorie Powell, Michael 
and Audrey Powers, 
Elizabeth Preston, 
Jay Price, Ted Raab, 
Reetta Raag, Carol 
Raifsnider, Margaret 
Reiter, Edward Reyes, 
Audry Riddlebarger, 
Rebecca Robinson, 
Judith Robinson, 
Bill Rogina, Dennis 
Romano, Margit Roos-
Collins, Casilda Rubio, 
Marcia Russell, Erica 
Rutherford, Jennifer 
Rycenga, Joyce Saad, 
James Salerno, Rusty 
Scalf, Michele Schaal, 
Christina Schneck, 
Allen Schneider, Linda 
Schowalter, Yvonne 
Schwartz, Sandra 
Schwartz, Alan and 
Adrienne Scroggie, 
Peter Seubert, Ann 
Shackelford, Chris 
Shaheen, Pamela 
Shandrick, Paulette 
Sharp, Deborah 

Sharpe, Cynthia Shaw, 
Melinda Shrock, 
Amy Shuba, Edith 
Simonson, Betty Sin, 
Mira and Ralph Sinick, 
Ellen Sirbu, Eleanor 
Skarakis, Doris Sloan, 
Brian Smalley, Patricia 
Smiley, Peter Smith, 
Marilyn Sode Smith, 
Smitty and Elizabeth 
Smith/Azinheira, 
Linda Spangler, Kathy 
Sprague, Martha 
Stampfer, Joyce and 
James Stanek, Scott 
Starratt, Hilary Staver, 
Jane Stecher, Nancy 
Stevens, Barbi Stim, 
Don and Ruth Stiver, 
Lynn Strandberg, Bill 
and Letty Strobridge-
Wong, Barbara 
Sullivan, Lucile Taber, 
Sam Talarigo, Mark 
Taxy, Leslie  Taylor, 
Wendy Thieler, Cheryl 
Reba Thompson, S J 
Threlfall, J L Trizzino, 
John Umemoto, 
Robert and Judith 
Van Austen, Kevan 
Vander Wahl, Sabine 
Vonglinski, Aaron Vonk, 
Susie Wallenstein, 
Linda Walton, Rachel 
Watson-Clark, 
Stewart Weinberg, 
Herta Weinstein, 
Russell Wells, Barbara 
Wezelman, Susie White, 
Jane Whitley, Christine 
Wildsoet, John 
Wilson, Diane Winkler, 
Jacqueline Wish, Harry 
Wong, Dale Wong, 
Claudia Wornum, 
Patricia Wright
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3  Lake Merritt: Birding Hotspot
Located in the southwest corner of San 
Francisco, Lake Merced is one of only three 
remaining freshwater lakes in the city.

2  Our Strategy For A Livable Climate 
How GGAS will help communities learn  
about climate change—for us and the birds  
we love.

4  Speaker Series
This May, come learn about how gardening 
can help birds and preserve wildlife with 
renowned specialist Kathy Kramer. 

nuttall’s wOOdpeCker
by blake edgar
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Nuttall’s Woodpecker.

early making the short list of avian species with a geographic 
range bounded by the state’s borders, Nuttall’s Woodpecker 

(Picoides nuttallii) eludes being a California endemic by extending 
into Baja California. This bird bears the name of naturalist Thomas 
Nuttall, who in the 1830s published a two-volume tome about 
North American birds—considered to be, despite its girth, the first 
field guide. 

n

Intermediate in size between Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers, 
Nuttall’s is distinguished by a pattern of alternating black-and-white 
bars across the back. Adult males and females are of similar size, 
but males have a crimson crown at the back of the head. Juveniles 
of either sex also sport red head feathers. Often heard before being 
seen, Nuttall’s can be recognized by a rattling call reminiscent of a 
referee’s whistle. 

Occurring throughout much of California west of the Sierra 
Nevada, Nuttall’s Woodpecker depends on oak woodlands as a 
source of food. The active, agile forager hops along or around tree 
trunks and branches, probing and prying up bark with its bill in 
search of beetle larvae, caterpillars, other insects, arthropods, ber-
ries, and seeds. It also relies heavily on riparian habitat in order to 
construct nest cavities in various softwood trees.

To enable their daily activities, Nuttall’s and other woodpeckers 
possess amazing anatomical adaptations. A flexible tongue with a 
pointed, barbed tip extends to capture food and wraps around the 
skull when retracted. Spongy bones at the front and rear of the skull 
absorb the shock of banging into bark, while bill placement perpen-
dicular to a tree directs the force of impact beneath the brain. Thick 
membranes shield the eyes from wood chips and protect the ears 
from the vibration and volume of hammering. 

A shallow keel on the sternum brings the bird’s body closer to a 
tree, and a flattened pygostyle (a bone formed of fused tail verte-
brae) helps tail feathers prop against the trunk for vertical stability. 
The foot has two toes each pointing forward and backward (known 
as zygodactyl), which provides a stronger grip on a branch or trunk. 
From head to toe, Nuttall’s Woodpecker is worthy of both admira-
tion and observation.
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