THE NEWSLETTER OF THE GOLDEN GATE AUDUBON SOCIETY // VOL.100 NO.3 SUMMER 2015

PROTECTING THE HERONS
OF DOWNTOWN OAKLAND

BY ILANA DEBARE

he first thing you
notice is the sound, a

cacophany of squawks, clicks,

and chirrups that rises above
the normal city din of horns
and engines. Then you see
movement in the trees—
a flash of white, a hint of
beak amid the dense foli-
age, and suddenly a heron or
egret shooting out into flight.

Welcome to downtown .
Oakland’s nesting colony of
Black-crowned Night-Herons
and Snowy Egrets.

CONTINUED on page 5

Juvenile Black-crowned Night-Heron in Oakland.
Lee Aurich, aurich.com/photos
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Nancy Johnston

Golden Gate Audubon volunteers and East Bay Regional Park rangers join Cindy Margulis to install a white
fishing line recycling box at Martin Luther King Jr. Shoreline Park.

“BIRD BRAINS” PROVIDE CREATIVE PROTECTION
FORWILDLIFE

BY CINDY MARGULIS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

W hoever thinks that being a “bird
brain” is an insult has never
encountered the creativity and initiative of
our Audubon chapter members.

This spring, Golden Gate Audubon Soci-
ety undertook a number of crucial efforts to
protect local birds. Sometimes these efforts
get a lot of attention, like our multi-faceted
Night-Heron project. (See this month’s
cover story.) Other times, important proj-
ects don't gain as much media coverage.

One project was born when we were
appalled to learn definitively that more
than 47 percent of all pelicans brought in

NEWS BRIEFS

to International Bird Rescue’s California
centers suffer from injuries associated with
fishing line!

Determined to prevent such suffering,
GGAS rallied volunteers to build special-
ized line-recycling bins for fishing areas.
We reached out to multiple agencies and
landowners to install these specialized
containers and commit to recycling the
monofilament.

The collected monofilament will be
melted down and transformed into artificial

reef-like structures (called “fish hab”) that
revitalize degraded fishing spots. Instead of

killing birds, it will help restore fisheries on
which both wildlife and people depend.

We're preventing this nearly invisible,
treacherous hazard from injuring and kill-
ing many local species, such as pelicans,
grebes, terns, diving ducks, and Ospreys.

Relying on a single small grant, GGAS
will double the number of monofilament
recycling sites in all of Alameda County! In
addition, GGAS’s commitment inspired the
City of Alameda to build a bunch of its own
bins and initiate even more line-recycling
on the island.

Ingenious “bird brains” benefit other
species too, not just birds. Earlier this
year, GGAS teamed up with other wildlife
fans to protect a pod of harbor seals that
had been hauling out for over a decade on
a derelict East Bay dock. When a public
development project threatened the seals’
secret siesta spot, GGAS spoke out.

We advised the developer to fund an
alternate platform to be designed in con-
sultation with a reputable harbor seal
biologist—and the developer listened.
Within days, they deposited $100,000 in an
escrow account for a floating haulout vis-
ible from the Bay Trail, and within weeks
an active “seal working group” including
GGAS and other citizen scientists began
conferring on design specs and scouting
location sites. With a little luck, current and
future generations will get to rejoice at the
sight of shy harbor seals loafing comfortably
in quiet East Bay waters.

Even the tiniest bird brain contains tre-
mendous innate and acquired wisdom. As
lovers of wildlife, we must strive to be as

resourceful as our favorite creatures are!

International Bird Rescue wins 2015 Elsie Roemer Award

Golden Gate Audubon awarded its highest conservation honor to International
Bird Rescue, the Fairfield-based nonprofit that responds to oil spills
threatening birds throughout the globe. When “mystery goo” started killing
birds in San Francisco Bay in January, IBR treated 323 contaminated water
birds and successfully released 165 back into the wild. The source of the “goo”
still has not been identified.

Elsie Roemer (1893—1991) was an educator and activist who successful worked
to protect wetlands in Alameda. The Elsie Roemer Bird Sanctuary there is
named in her honor.
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Herb and Randi Long win 2015 Paul Covel Award

Herb and Randi Long—pillars of Golden Gate Audubon’s award-winning
Eco-Education program—were awarded the 2015 Paul Covel Conservation
Education Award. Herb and Randi have volunteered with Eco-Ed since 2009.
Their kind, gentle spirit has inspired both students and other volunteers.
They are generous with their time and also with their optics!

Paul Covel (1909-1990) was a park naturalist and educator who inspired
many children and adults through his pioneering interpretive programs at
Lake Merritt. He was a recipient of the 1989 Elsie Roemer Conservation
Award.



HERON’S HEAD PARK: BIRDING HOTSPOT

BY DOMINIK MOSUR

LOCATION

Jennings Street
at Cargo Way,
San Francisco

An hour

of careful
observation
can yield 30
species or
more.

magine salt, brackish and freshwater marshes and

I

of acres. Then imagine that reduced by 90 percent, with

associated upland covering hundreds of thousands

the lost areas converted into modern humans’ idea of
development. This is the story of San Francisco Bay.

Visitors to Heron’s Head Park in southeastern San
Francisco can—with a little patience and focus—trans-
port themselves back a few hundred years in the past
and observe a tiny slice of what would have once been
all around us.

Heron’s Head Park had its genesis in the early 1970s,
when the Port of San Francisco started trucking landfill
to India Basin for a new shipping terminal. The termi-
nal was never built. But in the meantime, aquatic plants
took root and grew into a vibrant salt marsh. In 1993,
Golden Gate Audubon successfully petitioned the Port
to preserve and enhance the area as a wetland.

In 1999, the area officially became 23-acre Her-
on’s Head Park, named for its shape when viewed
from above. The resulting tidal marsh and upland has
matured into one of the prime bird habitats in the city
of San Francisco—a hidden oasis within the surround-
ing industrial area.

Heron's Head is the only site in the city of San Fran-

Charles Benton

BAY AREA HOTSPOT

(Left) Heron's Head Park viewed from an aerial kite camera. Note
the "beak” shape! (Above) Spotted Sandpiper at Heron's Head
Park. (Below) The LEED-certified EcoCenter.

cisco to host nesting Bryant's Savannah Sparrows, a state
Species of Special Concern. Two Ridgway's Rail chicks
were found there in summer 2011, although now only a
single Ridgway’s Rail is thought to remain in the park.
American Avocets have nested continuously since 2009.

An hour of careful observation can yield a minimum
of 30 species almost year round. The park is best birded
from the clearly marked main trail, which covers less
than a mile. My typical pattern is to walk out to the
point on the main trail and return via the side trail,
which splits off to the south and allows a closer peek
into the inner marsh.

While visiting Heron’s Head, stop at the EcoCenter,
which provides environmental education programs and
is a LEED platinum-certified green building. It's open
from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., Wednesdays through Sat-
urdays, with family science programs on most Saturdays.

As with any urban birding, it's safest to bird with a
friend and make sure you don't leave any valuables in
your car.

For more about Heron’s Head Park, see our blog at
goldengateaudubon.org/categories/hotspots.

Have a favorite birding site you'd like to share? Contact idebare@goldengateaudubon.org.
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Bob Gunderson

Bob Gunderson


http://www.ecocenterhhp.org
http://goldengateaudubon.org/categories/hotspots/

SPEAKER SERIES

Red-headed Barbet

LOCATION / DATE

Berkeley

Thursday, July 16

6:30 p.m. refreshments
7:30 p.m. program

ABIRD’S
RAINBOW

BOB LEWIS

Many birds are brightly colored, while others use patterned feathers
for camouflage. How do these colors originate? What's the dif-
ference between colors from pigments and physical colors? From
Yellow Warblers to Anna’s Hummingbirds, from Snow Geese to
Brewer’s Blackbirds, each species makes unique use of the feather
colors it possesses. What do the colors indicate to other birds? And
do birds see the same colors we do? Bob Lewis will unravel some of
the mysteries of color in birds with a little chemistry, a bit of physics,
and a lot of brightly colored slides.

Bob Lewis trained as a chemist and worked for Chevron for 33
years. He's taught birding classes in the Bay Area for over 20 years,
and is chair of Golden Gate Audubon’s Adult Education Commit-
tee. Currently he’s co-teaching a popular Master Birding class at
the California Academy of Sciences with Jack Dumbacher and
Eddie Bartley. He loves to travel and photograph birds, and has just
returned from a trip to Southeast Asia, chasing the brightly colored
birds of that area.

San Francisco: First Unitarian Universalist Church and Center, 1187
Franklin Street (at Geary). Public transit, street parking, and parking in
a lot for a fee are available. Directions: Visit www.uusf.org/visitors_fag.
html, and use the Map It! link on the left.

Berkeley: Northbrae Community Church, 941 The Alameda (between
Solano and Marin). Directions: www.northbrae.org/directions.html.
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Bob Lewis

LOCATION / DATE

San Francisco
Thursday, August 20
7:00 p.m. refreshments
7:30 p.m. program

PLUMAGE COLOR AND
BIRDS OF PREY

ELIZABETH WOMMACK

Birds of prey display highly varied color and patterns of plumage.
From Gyrfalcons in the Arctic to Black Sparrowhawks in Africa,
diversification in plumage is a common feature for many hawks,
falcons, and owls. Come explore the
range of plumage variation across these
groups, delve into research on color vari-
ability in raptors, and learn about local
highly variable species.

Elizabeth Wommack is Staff Cura-
tor and Manager of Vertebrates for the
University of Wyoming Museum of Ver-
tebrates. She received her PhD at U.C.
Berkeley, where she wrote her disserta-
tion on the range and use of plumage

variation in the American Kestrel.

BIRDING
IN CU BA Berkeley

Thursday, September 17
ALVARO JARAMILLO 7:00 p.m. refreshments

7:30 p.m. program

As travel to Cuba opens up, Americans
are gaining access to a fantastic birding
destination. Cuba is safe, birdy, with
much protected habitat, and much to be
discovered. In fact it may be the place
where the Ivory-billed Woodpecker still
lives! Alvaro Jaramillo will share some
of Cuba’s gorgeous bird life and wildlife
biology, as well as its culture.

Born in Chile, Alvaro Jaramillo was
trained in ecology with a focus on bhird
behavior. He writes the Identify Yourself

column in Bird Watcher's Digest, runs

Cuban Tody

Alvaro's Adventures birding tour com-

pany, and has birded in Cuba on six different occasions.

2015 GGAS ANNUAL MEETING

You Are Invited!

Golden Gate Audubon Society will hold our annual membership
meeting on Thursday, July 16, at 6:30 p.m., immediately prior to

the Speaker Series in Berkeley. Join us to hear the latest on our
conservation activities and our plans for the coming year. Share your
ideas. Enjoy some snacks. Then stay for Bob Lewis’s talk.

Elizabeth Wommack

Alvaro Jaramillo



Marissa Ortega-Welch

OAKLAND HERONS CONTINUED from page 1

The herons made national news in 2014
when a tree trimming incident at the U.S.
Postal Service left several young birds
injured and homeless.

In the wake of that incident—and the
viral media frenzy it provoked—Golden
Gate Audubon launched a multifaceted
campaign to protect nesting birds. Like
many debacles, the attention offered some
golden opportunities, including a teachable
moment to connect people of all ages and
backgrounds with the marvel and vulner-
ability of wildlife in our communities.

We started with the need to educate
tree care professionals about nesting birds.
We produced brochures on “Healthy Trees,
Healthy Birds” in both English and Span-
ish, then organized a series of trainings for
professional arborists in conjunction with
the Western Chapter of the International
Society of Arboriculture.

This spring, as heron nesting began, we
mounted a campaign to teach Oakland-
ers about their herons and how to help
downed birds. We placed durable posters in
prominent places such as the Metropolitan
Oakland Chamber of Commerce, as well
as Chinese-language versions in Oakland’s
Chinatown, adjacent to the nesting colony.

We led free public bird walks of the
heron colony, in partnership with the City of
Oakland and Oakland Public Library. We
organized guided tours for nearby schools

and civic groups. And we marshaled a pilot

A school tour of the nesting trees.

llana DeBare

FEATURES

Heron artist at work during the Eco-Art Flash Mob in April.

Black-crowned Night-Herons are a fitting symbol for the

city of Oakland.

team of docents to monitor the heronry and
teach passersby about the birds.

One of the most exciting moments was
our very first Eco-Art Flash Mob in April.
We convened local artists at daybreak to
create big sidewalk chalk drawings of the
herons. The images were fabulous, but
equally fabulous were the conversations
they sparked with people passing by on
their way to work or school. (View a short
video of the Art Flash Mob at vimeo.com/
ggaudubon.)

All this education and outreach has
made a big difference in awareness and
appreciation of Oakland’s herons. Yet the
downtown rookery continues to experience
high mortality when chicks fall from the
nest onto concrete or fledglings wander into
traffic. It’s a bit daunting to protect such a
sizable colony in a downtown environment.

GGAS hoped to follow the lead of
Madrone Audubon, which faced a similar
challenge with an urban rookery in Santa
Rosa. Officials there cordoned off the nest
trees and placed straw underneath to pro-
vide a soft, safe, and contained landing area
for young birds who tumble from the trees.

Oakland officials declined to replicate

that proven solution, claiming it was too

complicated and costly. But this isn't the
end of the story. The educational work we
did this spring is cultivating a constituency
to protect the herons during future nesting
seasons.

In the coming year, we plan to mobilize
more volunteers for Oakland’s herons and
expand our tree care educational initiatives
too.

Oakland’s nesting herons present an
inspiring story of nature’s persistence even
in a gritty urban core. Such large and fasci-
nating birds make terrific ambassadors for
connecting everyone with wildlife. They
are a fitting symbol for Oakland itself—
dramatic and beautiful birds, different spe-
cies living together in harmony, overcoming
adversity to launch the next generation. In
addition, Black-crowned Night-Herons are
found on every continent except Antarc-
tica. No matter where Oakland’s diverse
residents come from, there is most likely a
heron in their cultural heritage.

They are such a fitting symbol of Oak-
land that perhaps they should be named the
city’s official bird!

Want to help protect and educate about
the Oakland herons next spring? Contact
GGAS at ggas@goldengateaudubon.org.
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DONATIONS

Thank you to both our general donors
and supporters of Birdathon 2015!

Donations from March 1 to May 31, 2015

GOLDEN EAGLE
($1000 or more)
Chris & Gary Bard,
Daryl Anne Goldman
& Jeanette Nichols,
Patricia Greene, March
Conservation Fund,
Carolyn McMillan

PEREGRINE FALCON
($500 to $999)

Barbara & Carlo
Alesandrini, Holly &
Martin Bern, Robert
Clark, Jacqueline Craig,
Jan Deming, Lindsay
Dixon, Frances Dupont,
Rich & Terry Horrigan,
Dennis Kelly, Claire Lash,
Bruce Mast, Kelly Purcell,
Judith Pynn, Rosemary
Reilly, Deldi Reyes, Joan
Roos, Diane Ross-Leech,
Anne Rowe, Ruth & Alan
Tobey, Kristen Van Dam

LEAST TERN

($250 to $499)
Katherine Branstetter,
Andrea Burhoe, Wendy
DelValle, Marjorie
Fletcher, Jonathan
Franzen, HAE Now
Organic Tees, Harry
Fuller, Emily Goldberg,
Jerry Harris, Christine
Hayamizu, Diane
Ichiyasu, David Krimm,
Steve & Carol Lombardi,
Miya Lucas, Joyce
Mercado, Doug Mosher,
Mary Price, Esther
Rogers & Robert DeBare,
Craig Spriggs, Glen
Tepke, Yulling Tsai

RIDGWAY’S RAIL
($100 to $249)

Linda Agerter, Karim
Al-Khafaji, David Arrick,
Stefanie Arthur, Patricia
Bacchetti, Tom Bacon,
Evelyn Barlow, Carol

Baxter, Kathy Beatty,
Tom & Diane Bennett,
Marian Berger, Ruth
Bleier, Karen Bodine,
Bonnie Bompart,

Peter Caldwell, Linda

& Bob Carloni, Alice
Chetkovich, Carol
Chetkovich, Kathy
Chetkovich, Jennifer
Clark, Cindy Cobb, Terry
Coddington, David
Connelly, Robert Larkin
Coon, Helen Dake, Mario
& Barbara De Pinto,
Frank Delfino, Diane
DeVivo, Carla Din, Anne
Donker, Judith Dunham,
Paul Ekman, Jan Elvee,
Carolyn Espey, Cecilia
Fairley, Leora Feeney,
Jane Fischberg, Susan
Ford, Jonathan Francis,
Suzanne Good, Linda
Grant, Lana Hameister,
Amanda Hamilton,
Timothy Hansen, Dan
Harris, William Hart, Jane
Hart, Douglas Hendricks,
Kevin Hilbiber, Anne
Hoff, John Hornor,

Don & Ann Hughes,
Benton Jackson, Linda
Jacobs, Rosemary
Johnson, William Jones,
Lee Karney, Nancy
Kenyon, Marilyn Kinch,
Pat Kline, Lakshman
Krishnamurthy, Johan
Langewis, Anne Leong,
Richard Lewis, Hannelore
Lewis, Alice Li, Herb &
Randi Long, Doris Lopez,
Magnum Wine Design,
Patricia Mahoney,

Jori Mandelman,

Lupe Mariscal, Jim

& Betty McDonald,

Pam McKown, Craig
McNamara, Donald
Mcpherson, Faith
Meltzer, Paul Meltzer,
Peter Meyer, Polly

UPCOMING EVENTS

Fall Classes Coming Soon

Improve your skills through our fall
classes in Beginning and Advanced
Beginning Birding, Birding By Ear,
Birds of the Bay Area, Water Birds,

and—new

hunting” for migrants. Don't forget
Joe Morlan’s class at City College!
Details at goldengateaudubon.org/

education/classes.
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a class on “treasure

Meyer, J.T. Morcom,
Elizabeth Moseley,

Dan & Joan Murphy,
Marilyn Nasatir, Jennifer
Navarrete, Craig Nikitas,
Karen Offereins, Diane
Olmstead, Kitty O'Neil,
Piedmont Garden Club,
James Post, Phil Price,
Joan Primeau, Peggy
Radel, Angela Rando, Jill
Ratner, Mark Rauzon, Phil
Reed, David Rice, Ann
Richter, Allan & Helen
Ridley, Diane Rooney,
Lee Rudin, Abigail Ryan,
Patricia Sallade, Joanne
Sarg Wallin, Verena
Schelling, Sam Schuchat,
George Shelby, Klint
Sheridan, Colin Smith,
Carla Soracco, Jenifer
Steele, Gretchen &
Stewart Stone, Linda
Swanson, Annette

Teng, Craig Tepke,
Scott Tepke, Marjorie
Thomas, Kim Thompson,
Panzer Tortoise, Susan
Tubbesing, Linda

& Bernhard Votteri,

Kate Weese, Kenneth
Weidner, Carolyn Weil,
Teri Wills, Michael Wise,
Chris Witt, Eric Wong,
Stephanie Woods,
Mitchell Youngman,
Matthew & JoAnn
Zlatunich

GIFTS

(To $99)

Jason Abramovitz,
Sue Adams, Susan &
Al Adams, Marianne
Adkins, Beverly Allen,
Sylvia Allen, Amazon
Smile Foundation,
Carlo Arreglo, David
Assmann, Frances
Aubert, Linda & Michael
Avitan, Crystal Baker,
Katharine Ballinger,

Volunteer Training in September
Become a Burrowing Owl docent ‘
or an Eco-education volunteer,

and learn by teaching others. Our
annual owl docent training will take
place on September 26, and Eco-ed
volunteer trainings will take place on
other dates in September. For more
information, contact nweeden@

goldengateaudubon.org.

Roslyn & Paul Banish/
Epstein, Catherine
Barash, Michael Barrie,
Carollynn Bartosh,

Rich Becker, Cindee
Beechwood, Alvin &
Marsha Begun, Karen
Berger, Arnold Bernstein,
Candace Berthrong,
Anne Bodel, Adam
Bormann, Stephen Born,
Charmaine Boulmay-
Nordhausen, Urs & Jeff
Brooks, Kathleen Brown,
Marilyn & Stephen
Brown-Cornell, Jane
Bryan-Jones, Maryellen
Buckley, David Burke,
Karen Butterfield, Janet
Byron, Robert Callwell,
Gregg Camfield, Alex &
Ann Campbell, Jeanne
Campbell Sedgwick,
Eva Campodonico,
Sally Cedarblade,
Elizabeth Chafcouloff,
Juli Chamberlin, Dargahi
Christine, Diana Cohen,
Katherine Compagno,
Carol Conn, Walker
Connelly, Jean Courtney,
Charles Cowden, Robin
Cox, Adriana Craciun,
Catherine Craig, Ann &
Eric Cross, Lauretta Ann
Cuadra, Rob Cullison,
Samara Cummins,
Jennifer Daggy, Trina
Davis, llana DeBare,
Ann DelSimone,

Merrill Deskins, Cathy
Diamond, William
Dillon, Andy Donovan,
Leslie Doughty, Jennifer
Durand, Sue Dykstra,
Melisande Echanique,
Elinor Elphick, Pauline
Grant, Elizabeth

Engh Rossi, Natalee
Ernstrom, Nancy Evans,
Nancy Ewing, Janet
Falk, Bridgette Fan,
Jean Farquhar, Tom
Fiola, Robbie Fischer,
Erica Ford, Larry Ford,
Catherine Fox, Kevin
Wayne Franklin, Jane
Freeman, Mark Freeman,
Sandy Friedland, Marva
Furmidge, Patricia

Save Trees: Get Your Gull

Online

Save paper and postage by reading
the Gull online. Plus you'll get your
Gull sooner than by mail! Let us
know at ggas@goldengateaudubon.
org if you'd like to switch to online
delivery. We'll send you an email
link to the PDF version of each

issue.

Gannon, William Gatton,
Jan Geiser, William
Giddens, Pamela
Glasscock, Suzanne
Good, Nancy Gordon,
Laurie Graham, Flo
Haedt, Sofi Haelan,
Joshua Hake, Christine
Hall, Margaret Hangan,
Sharon Hanson, Bettylou
Harmon, Bronwyn Harris,
Dave Harris, Nina & Jeff
Harris, Kathy Hasten,
Sylvia Hawley, David
Hays, Natasha Hazer,
Pam Hemphill, Sonja
Hemphill, John Hess,
Howard Higley, David
Hirsch, Gail & Bob
Hirsch, Susan Hirsch,
Robert Hirschberg, Leah
Hofkin, Herb Holman/
Leslie Paine, Maggie
Hopkins, Richard &
Monica Hove, Cassie
Hughes, Joseph Hughes,
Claudette Hulce, Gail
Husson, Barbara James,
Bill & Evonne Jansen,
Carol Jekabson, Hilma
Jones, Paul Jones,
Anne Marie Jordan,
Krista Jordan, Marvin
Kagan, Linda Kalinowski,
Linda Kamby, Marilyn
Kane, Jane Kay, Lorcan
Keating, Noel Keen,

Bill Kilinghoffer, G. M.
Kimurafong, Howard
Kirsch, Judith Kneeter,
June Kodani, Cynthia
Koenigsberg, Claire
Koffel, David Kramer,
Kristen Ku, Joseph
Kubiak, Ida Kuluk, Joyce
Larrick, Curtis Lawler,
Judith Leash, Mike Lee,
Dawn Lemoine, Terry
Leong, Shellye Lessing,
Patricia Lew, Heather
Lilly, Milo Linaman, J. A.
Lindquist, David Liore &
Maya Milgrom-Gartner,
Elizabeth Littell, Bob &
Kathy Little, Henry Little,
Lesleigh Little, Janice
Litvin, Rachel Livsey,
David Longanecker,
Kelly & Chris Lucero,
Carol Maga, Cindy

Margulis, B.J. Martin,
Jeff Martin, Ramona
Martinez, Dave Massen,
Elizabeth Massie,
Shelley Mast, Jean
Matsuno, Jane Maxwell,
Margaret McClemons,
Helen McKinley, Kass
Mcmahon, Suzanne
McMillan, Michelle
Mehlhorn, Lydia
Mendoza, Sharon
Miesen, Sandi Miller, Paul
Monnin, Susan Montauk,
Lois & Mike Moore/
Karpinko, Nancy Moran,
Timothy Morshead,
Susan Mullaney, Alfred
& Katie Muller, Sally
Munro, Gene Musser,
Haruko Nagaishi, Laura
Navarrete, Judy & Tom
Nelson, Ronald Nelson,
Donna Neumark,
Philippa Newfield,
Donald Nicol, Maureen
Noon, Sandra Novick,
Cynthia O'Brien,
Jennifer O'Brien,
Teresa O'Carroll, Chris
O'Connell, Marilyn
O'Cuilinn, Myron Okada,
Susan Olig, Robin &
Julie Oliver & Ryan,
Jennifer ONeil, David

& Joli Ortez, David
Orzech, Emily Owens,
Lisa Owens Viani, Jean
Palmeter, Susan Palo,
Jaime Palumbo, Serguei
Parilov, Denny Parker,
Roll Patricia, Zackary
Patterson, Hanna
Pepper, Bryan Perfetto,
Matthew Perry, Doug
Pickard, Janet A. S.
Pigot, Gayle Poertner,
Ellen Pompa, Betsy
Powell, John Proctor,
Manisha Punwani,
Dorothy & Boris Ragent,
Donna Rand, Michael
Rawson, Willis Ray, Karen
Ray Gibson, Moshe &
Julia Reder, Carla Reed,
Louise Richardson,
Elizabeth Rider, Neil
Robertson, Ed Rosen,
John Rosenbaum, Ron
Rosenbaum, Eunice

Coastal Cleanup Year-round

Join GGAS on Coastal Cleanup

Day—Saturday, September 19—

to restore shoreline habitat at

MLK Jr. Park in Oakland. Or
volunteer with us to restore habitat
throughout the year! We host several
volunteer days each month in San
Francisco and the East Bay. See

goldengateaudubon.org/volunteer.


http://goldengateaudubon.org/education/classes/
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ROSTER

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Alan Harper

BIRDATHON CORPORATE SPONSORS

Vice President
Bronze Sponsors

Copper Sponsors

. i Linda Carloni
Dolphin Charters Emergency Management & Safety Solutions
Farella B Martel H A i
arella braun + [Marte anson Aggregates Linala Valllee
Recology Lozeau Drury LLP
SCS Global Services LSA Associates Treasurer
SCS Global Services A Associates Bill Hudson

Woodland Hills Camera & Telescopes ) .
Karim Al-Khafaji, Sarah Peterman Bell,

Rosenberg, Nance
Rosencranz, Merry Ross,
Steven Rudnitzky, Edana
Salisbury, Jean Sarris,
Sally Sassen, Rochelle
Satter, Martha & Kenneth
Saylor, Joseph Scanga,
Brad Schenck, Kimberly
Schneider, Edwin
Schoenberger, Marilyn
Schrader, Derek Schwarz,
William Schweitzer,
Dorothy Sellman, Jeff
Sensabaugh, Jodi &
Riley Shapiro, Margaret
Shasky, Rosemary Shaw,
Holly & Bill Shepard,
Craig Siegel, Paul Siegel,
Jenna Sieker, Steve
Singleton, Mira Sinick,
Libby Smith, Jonathan
Stair, Amanda Starbuck,
Paul Starrs, Kimberly
Steinmann, Tammy
Stellanova, Maury Stern,
John Stolurow, Madelyn
Stone, Polly Strahan,
Lynn Strandberg, Dave
Strauss, Margaret
Stroad, Tina Stromsted,
Janis Sutcher, Susan

Swerdlow, llse Tepke,
Cathy Thompson,

Alan Thomsen, Shelby
Thorner, Stan & Steffi
Tick, Jerry Ting, David
Tomb, Michael Travis,
Paula Trossman, Tim
Turner, Holly Uber, Karen
Ulring, Patricia Vega,
Jennifer Villeneuve,
Marina Waltz, Richard
Warner, Linda Wertheim,
Sherry Westernoff, Carol
White, Diane Whiting,
David & Mary Williams,
Elizabeth Williams,

Ross Williams, Mateo
Williford, Jack & Connie
Wills, Sarah Wilson,
Felicity Wohltman,
Rebecca & Peretz Wolf-
Prusan, M. Wong, Winnie
Wong, Karie Claudia
Wyble Boyd, Pauline
Yeckley, Jason Zaler,
Lesley Zwillinger

Eva Guralnick

Your generosity allows us to share the joys of
nature with over 700 schoolchildren each year in
our Eco-Education program.

GIFTS IN HONOR OF

Jennifer Ayer, in honor of Jay & Lisa Pierrepont
Pat Baldwin, in honor of The Bleier Boys
Wendy Beers, in honor of Miya Lucas, Alan Kaplan,

& Rusty Scalf

Jennifer Fish, in honor of Bob & Linda Carloni
Alexis Gonzales, in honor of David Assmann

Sheila Goldmacher, in honor of Amy Halio

Andrea Hayes, in honor of Judith Pynn

Lisa Hern, in honor of Harvey Roberts & Susan Hern
Vivian Kremer, in honor of Dan Harris

Dave & Sue Lombardi, in honor of Eddie Bartley
Bob Power, in honor of John Luther

Deb Sheridan, in honor of Doris Lopez

Stephanie Stroup, in honor of Mason Stroup and

his upcoming brother

Nancy Tivol, in honor of Jacqueline Craig, Louise Harm,

& Cora Tivol

Carol Whittle, in honor of Doris Lopez

MEMORIAL GIFTS

Carolyn Gaye, in memory of Victor Bacigalupi

Lois Hirsch, in memory of Ethel Hirsch

Alan Kaplan, in memory of Alex Nichols

Heidi Lambek, in memory of Lee & Benno Lambek
Sharon Ostreicher, in memory of Ernest Ostreicher
Julie Roemer, in memory of Rich Stallcup

BEQUESTS
Estate of Helen L. Knopp

Estate of Eileen D. Stonerod

IN-KIND GIFTS

Alpha Pet Supply/Wild Bird’s Nest, Alter Eco Foods,
Alvaro's Adventures, Cliff House, Costanoa Resort,
Jacqueline Craig, Frank Delfino, Bill Essick, Jane Graly,
Alan Harper & Carol Baird, Jane Hart, Hawkes Wines,
Joshua Inn Bed & Breakfast, Pet Food Express, Joan
Primeau, Linden Street Brewery, Robert Young Estate
Winery, Rock Wall Wine Co., Rob Roskopp & Lepa Galeb-
Roskopp, Heather Rosnow, Sierra Hot Springs Resort, Sloat
Garden Center, Sports Basement, Ruth Tobey, Linda Vallee

EMPLOYEE GIFT MATCHES

Alliance Data (Judith Nelson)

Autodesk Foundation (Mark Eaton)

Chevron (Dawn Lemoine)

The Clorox Company Foundation (Rachel Watson-Clark)
Dolby Matching Gifts Program (Elizabeth Azinheira)
NorCal Mutual Insurance Company (Mitchell Youngman)
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) Corporation Foundation
(Kathleen Brown, Kevin Liberg, Diane Ross-Leech)

GRANTS

Britton Fund

Clean Water Program of Alameda County
Contra Costa Fish & Wildlife Propagation Fund
Flora Family Foundation

Jiji Foundation

Salesforce Foundation

Urban Creeks Council

Jack Dumbacher, Bob Lewis, Jay Pierrepont,
Judith Pynn, April Rose Sommer

STAFF

Executive Director
Cindy Margulis, 510.843.9912
cmargulis@goldengateaudubon.org

Education Director
Anthony DeCicco, 510.843.2222
adecicco@goldengateaudubon.org

Volunteer Coordinator
Noreen Weeden, 510.301.0570
nweeden@goldengateaudubon.org

Communications Director
|lana DeBare, 510.301.5573
idebare@goldengateaudubon.org

Eco-Education Program Coordinator
Marissa Ortega-Welch, 510.843.2222
mortegawelch@goldengateaudubon.org

Office Manager
Monica Moore, 510.843.2222
mmoore@goldengateaudubon.org

THE GULL AND WEBSITE

Gull and Web Editor
llana DeBare, idebare@goldengateaudubon.org

Observations
Bruce Mast, observe@goldengateaudubon.org

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BIRD BOX
Report your unusual bird sightings: 415.681.7422

The Golden Gate Audubon Society was founded
January 25, 1917, and became a chapter of National
Audubon in 1948. Golden Gate Audubon Supporting
Membership is $35 per year. Renewals should be
sent to the Golden Gate Audubon office. The board
of directors meets six times per year (schedule can
be obtained from the office).

The Gull is published four times per year. Special
third-class postage paid in Oakland, CA. Send
address changes to the office promptly. The post
office does not forward The Gull.

Golden Gate Audubon Society

2530 San Pablo Avenue, Suite G

Berkeley, CA 94702

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
9 a.m. —noon, and other hours by appointment
Tel 510.843.2222

www.goldengateaudubon.org
ggas@goldengateaudubon.org

Nature Store
Visit our online store at goldengateaudubon.org/
store.
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2 "Bird Brains” to the Rescue!
GGAS members help Alameda harbor
seals, as well as birds threatened by

fishing line. Francisco park.

Birdathon 2015 field trip to Aflo Nuevo State Park.

BIRDATHON 2015 HITS GOAL-
THANKS TO YOU!

B irdathon 2015 not only hit its goal of raising $50,000. We
soared past it and raised slightly over $60,000!

Along the way, Golden Gate Audubon members and friends
had some memorable wildlife experiences—from witnessing hum-
mingbird banding at Point Blue’s field station in Bolinas, to sighting
California Condors along the Big Sur coast, to meeting the Oakland
Zoo veterinarian in charge of treating condors for lead poisoning.

A quick summary of Birdathon 2015 by the numbers: 25 guided
birding trips; 200+ trip participants; 600+ donations; 63 partici-
pants who raised money from friends; 11 participants who raised
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3 Bay Area Hotspot: Heron's Head Park
Get a glimpse of the bay before urban
development in this southeastern San

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
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4 Speaker Series

A Bob Lewis presentation on color in birds,
plus talks on variation in raptor plumage and
birding in Cuba.

over $1,000; and over $60,000 raised for GGAS’s conservation and
environmental education programs!

That total includes donations we made to some of our partner
conservation groups that co-hosted Birdathon trips—Ventana Wild-
life Society, East Bay Regional Park District, Santa Clara Valley
Audubon Society, and Point Blue.

This year’s top Birdathon awards went to:

Most Species in Six Hours: Glen Tepke, whose team found
104 species in Oakland in pouring rain, and renamed themselves
the Soggy Sloggers.

Most Species in 24 Hours: Bob Power, who with Eli Gross
found 159 species in Alameda County.

Best Bird: Alan Hopkins, for a Harlequin Duck in San Fran-
cisco, during his self-guided “Big Walk” aimed at finding 100 species
within walking distance of his home. (Alan’s Birdathon quest got
written up in the San Francisco Chronicle! Read the story at http://
tinyurl.com/ov8spnj.)

Fundraising Awards

Ist place: Dan Harris ($2,526 — from 67 separate donors!)

2nd place: Anne Leong ($2,125)

3rd place: Chris and Gary Bard ($2,075)

4th place: Jane Hart ($1,700)

5th place: Carolyn McMillan ($1,550)

6th place: Daryl Anne Goldman and Jeannette Nichols ($1,350)

None of the trips, fun, or fundraising of Birdathon 2015 would
have been possible without you...donors, trip participants, fundrais-
ers, field trip leaders, corporate sponsors, and Birdathon organizers/
volunteers.

We thank you. And, more importantly, the birds of the Bay Area
thank you.

Got ideas for Birdathon 20167 We'll start planning next year's
events in the fall. Email Ilana at idebare@goldengateaudubon.org.
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